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HEN we review the {cond edition of any work, it is ufual 

to refer to the firft, and to mark the variations, the ad- 

ditions, or the improvements. In this inftance we muft take up 

the volume as new, for little except the principle remains; and 

to point out every change would cmploy that time and {pace 
wnich we wifh to referve for more important difcuffions. 

The firft edition of this work was publifhed in 1779, and ex- 
amined in our XLVIIIith volume, p. 181. To this article we 
may refer for our author’s definitions, and for a general view of 
his fyitem: it is neceflary now to be more particular. Since 
the period of Dr. Crawford’s firft publication, his fyftem 
has been received with no common avidity, in England, on 
the continent, and in America. Phyfiologifts, wearied with 
fruitlefs.enquiries into the caufe of heat in animals, from a con- 
fideration of the ufual caufes'which produce heat in other bo- 
dies, fat down in def; pair, and almoft reverted to the old ftoical 
reflection, < Eft Deus in nobis.’ Dr. Leflie, at the fag ge ftion of 
Dr. Duncan, firft confidered the heat of animals 4s owing to a 
principle evolved rather thah produced, and probably led the 
way to Dr. Crawford’s enquiries, for this doétritie was’ firft pub- 
liffred in his thefis, which lies before us, in 177¢* 3 and again 
in a feparate work, noticed in our XLVIIth volume, p. 202. By 
this hiftory, and by giving the honour of the firft’idea to its pro- 
per author, Dr. Duncan, we mean not to detra& from Dr. 
Crawford’s merit. He’ has-placed it on more folid grounds, 
has illuftrated it with numerous and valuable expetiments ; and, 
though it is not yet beyond the reach of cavil, or fome of the 
oe of. more fober were Ks yet it is a work of eal me- 





: * The thefis is by Dr. Patrick Dagud; the volume by Dr. Patrick Du 
gud Leflie, and the dodtrine is the fame: fothat we may aP¥R > without 
danger, attribute them to the fame perfon. 
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rit, and of no little importance in phyfiology and chemiftry- 
Our author begins with definitions of abfolute heat, or the prin- 
ciple abftraftedly confidered; of relative heat, fo far as it is 
known by its effeéts; of fenfible heat, inafmuch as it is the 
obje& of the fenfes; of temperature, or that degree pointed 
out by the thermometer ; of comparative heat, or the difference of 
abfolute heat, in bodies of equal weight and temperature. He 
then goes on with enumerating the general laws of heat; and 
under thefe heads he enquires whether the expanfion of mercury 
is equal, by equal increments of heat. M. de Luc found that 
it was nearly equal; and our author, from different experiments, 
thinks it more accurately equat: yet we think he has not exa- 
mined the capacity of the veffel for retaining and communicating 
heat with fufficient precifion; but, as all the experiments fpeak 
almoft the fame language, and give almoft the fame refults, we 
may confider his pofition as fufficiently eftablifhed. Linfeed- 
oil, which was preferred by Newton for his thermometers on 
this foundation, Dr. Crawford thinks, has its capacity for retain- 
ing heat a little increafed by its increafe of temperature. And 
Jet us here remark, left our former volume may not be at hand, 
that the capacity of heat in any body is meafured by that body in 
fimilar circumftances acquiring lefs fenfible heat than another ; 
and confequently, its capacity and its abfolute heat are inverfely 
as the temperature acquired in given circumftances. ‘The ex- 
panfion of water is not proportional to the increments of heat, 
for in mixing boiling and freezing water together the variation 
from the mean was not lefs than 44 degrees of Fahrenheit’s ther- 
mometer. In general, from various confiderations and numerous 
experiments, Dr. Crawford concludes, what we believe to be 
ftriétly true, that the capacities of bodies which retain the fame 
form, are not changed by any alteration of heat between the freez- 
ing and boiling points of water; perhaps, though this may be 
more doubtful, by;any more confiderable alteration which does 
not affeét that form: 

After.our author has eftablifhed the general facts, and ex- 
plained thofe precautions neceffary to the accuracy of his 
trials, he proceeds to his experiments. From the moft exac&t 
attention to his precautions, we can only perceive one objection, 
viz. that he occafionally confiders the cooling to proceed in the 
direct proportion of the quantities. To this conclufion we think 
there may be .fome objections. The efcape of heat is from fur- 
faces ; and the communication of heat is y furfaces. We think, 
therefore, that the cooling fhould be eftimated, not in the ratio 
of quantity, but in the compound ratio of quantity and furface : 
im the heat communicated, the degree of communication of the 


nee ae fhould alfo be confidered in the eftimation ; 
for 
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for, in bodies grofsly powdered; the capacity may be apparent- 
ly changed by the heat loft in the time required to penetrate the 
mafs. After our avthor has detailed his experiments by a very 
particular relation of his conduct in one trial, he gives.a tabie 
of the comparative heats of different bodies, which we {hall tran- 
{eribe. 


¢ Common water - - 1.006 
Horfe bearis : - 5) 40) @G02 
Rice . - - - 0.506 
Wheat - 0.477 
Oats having the hulls taken off - 0-416 
Peas : pr 0-492 
Unhulled bacley - . 0.421 
Lean of the beef of an ox As 0.74 

Hide of an ox with the hair - 03787 
Lungs of a fheep pati Sas . 0.769 
Freft milk of a cow - - 0-999 
Arterial blood ofa dog “ 1.03 


It will be underftood, from the definition of comparative heats, 
that the arterial blood, for inftance, contains more abfolute heat, 
that is, the blood from: the arteries has its fenfible heat increaf. 
ed lefs, in a given temperature, than the milk of a cow, which, 
has, in its turn, more abfolute heat than the fubftance which 

recedes it; and fo on.” The confequence therefore is, and this 
is the fubje& of our author’s propofitions, that the arterial blood, 
which contains this heat as an ingredient, is difpofed to part 
with it in confequence of any chemical change. This chemical 
change is connected with the circulation and with refpiration, 
particularly with refpiration, for the heat is conne¢ted very inti- 
amately with this function: it is fcarcely fenfible in thofe animals 
which do not enjoy it, and it is greater in .thofe which have 
the organs of refpiration more extenfive. The affinities which 
are neceflary to explain this chemical change are confequently 
the fabje& of the future part of the work; but, to preferve 
eonfiftency, we muft explain the outline. He finds that phlo- 
gifticated fluids have lefs abfolute heat than thofe which have no; 
phlogifton, confequently, that the union of phlogifton feparates 
the heat. In the circulation, therefore, while the blood is accu-., 
mulating phlogifton, it is expending its heat, and, in the lyngs, 
which receive it in its return from the vafcular fyftem, it gives 
out heat to the air: it abforbs in return, not. the dephlogifticated 
air, but abfolute heat, which fits it for the fubfequent circulation, 
for the abforption of phlogifton} and thus, in turn, reftores the. 
heat to the diftant parts. .'Thisis a theory of exquifite fimplicity 
and beauty ; it prepoffeffes the reader at once in its favour, for it: 
explains many of the intricate, many of the hitherto inexplicable 
phenomena which have. puzzled. phyfiologifts in accounting for 
O17 Gaede! animal 
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animal heat. We muft regret that the author has not placed it 

beyond the reach of criticifm; but, when we confider the no- 

velty, the intricacy, the labyrinths with which he is furrounded, 

we fhall not wonder if he ftill fails: his firft edition was in many 

refpects erroneous ; and though this be in fome degree defetctive, 

we think the errors will not affect his general, principle: but to- 
roceed.. 

The propofitions which follow: our author’s firft enunciation of 
his fubje&, comprehend the mof important proofs’ of his doc- 
trine; and they contam experiments made with infinite labour, 
great ingenuity, arid confiderable addrefs. A nearer approxi- 
mation appears, however, to be neceffary. The firft ne 
tion we fhall tranfcribe. 


¢ The quantity of abfolute heat contained in pure. air, is di- 
miniflaed by the change which it undergoes in the lungs of ani- 
mals, and. the quantity of heat in any kind of air that is fit for 
refpiration, is nearly proportional to-its power in fupporting 
apimal life.’ 

. To prove this propofitzon our author examines the capacities: 
of different kinds of air by means.of an apparatus, which we 
cannot defcribe without the plates. He found that dephlo- 

ifticated.air, one meafure of which with two of nitrous air oc- 
cupied the fpace of one meafure, communicated more heat by 
.2 of a degree to an equal bulk. of water than atmofphenical air. 
The difference of the heats imparted by atmofpherical and phlo- 
gifticated air was .1 of a degree. The comparative heat of 
water is to that of phlogifticated air'as-1.26to1. The heat of 
fixed air is to that of water as 115 to 110; of inflammable air 
to water as .17.9.to 1. The capacity of aqueous vapour is to 
that of pure airas .1 to 3 nearly. Some of thefe differences are 
very fmall,. and muft at firft fight appear too inconfiderable: to 
fapport.a theory of great magmitude.. Perhaps our author was 
ftartled at them, for at page 222, he obferves, that if the heats 
had: been perfectly equal, it would have made no difference in 
the refult. of the doétrine. We think otherwife, and, at leatft,. 
this declaration makes. his laborious experiments and intricate 
calculations of no ufe. But we fufpect that if the quantities of 
air paffing through the lungs in one minute be accurately ¢al- 
culated, the united. heats of even thefe {mall differences would 
amount to a confiderable degree. hy proving the latter part of 
the propofition,. Dr. Crawford, however, refts on his differences 
as real; and from calculation, if we reject the parts of the at- 
mofpheric air not altered by refpiration, he thinks that the quan- 
tity of heat contained in the remainder is proportional to its 
power of fupporting life, allowing that a little of the dephlo- 
gifticated portion is fo much intangled with the impure. part,. 
ato prevent its power of fupporting life. 
¢ Ths. 
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* Thereader will obferve, that the quantities of abfolute heat 
in equal bulks of refpirable air, having differentdegrees of pu- 
rity, are not accurately proportional to the -quantities of pure 
dir which they contain; for the quantity of pure air in a given 
portion of the pureft dephtogitticated air, is four times as great 
as that contained in an equal bulk of atmofpherical ; and the 
comparative heat of the former is to that.of the latter only as 
2.2 to 1. The reafon is obvious: phlogifticated air, which 
is one of the conflituent parts of atmofpherical, contains a con- 
fiderable quantity of abfolute heat. 

‘ If, however, from the abfolute heat of any fpecics of refptr- 
able air, we fubtraé&t the heat contained in that portion of it 
which is not altered by the action of the lungs in refpiration, 
the quantity of heat contained in the remainder will be nearly 
proportional to iis power in fupporting animal life. Thus, if 
trom:the heat of a given quantity of atmofpherical air, we de- 
duct the heat of the phlegitticated air which forms one of its 
conftituent parts, and which is not altered by refpiration ;_ the 
quantity ef heat in the remainder will be to that contained in a 
quantity of pure air-equal in bulk to the atmofpherical, as 1 to 
4 nearly. And Dr. Prieftley, whofe difcoveries on this fubject 
have been defervedly much admired, has proved, that the power 
of the jatrer, in fupporting animal life, is nearly five times as 
great as that of the former,’ 


There are fome curious parts of this reafoning fubfervient in 
fome degree to the conclufion that we could have wifhed to have 
preferved. _We may, however, remark, that our author’s me~- 
thod of finding the capacity of aqueous vapour, by firing in- 
flammable and pure airs, by means of the eleétrical {park, muft 
now be doubtful, fince we find a little nitrous acid, perhaps ni- 
trous air, united with the vapour: his conclufion too, that pure 
air contains 1551 degrees of heat, reckoning from abfolute cold, 
depends much upon uncertain calculation. 

The fecond propojition is the following. 


¢ The blood which paffes from the lungs to the heart by the 
pulmonary vein, contains more abfolute heat than that which 
paffes from the heart to the lungs by the pulmonary artery. 

¢ As the former is the blood which is propelled through the 
arteries in the aortic fyflem, and the latter is that which in the 
fame fyflem is returned by the veins, I fhall call the firft arte- 
rial, and the laft venous blaod.’ 


The comparative heat of the arterial blood of adog was ta 
the venous, as 114 to 1003 of a fheep, as 115 to 100. The 
third propofition is defigned to -fhow, that calcination and com- 
buftion of bodies fuppofed to contain phlogifton, leave refidua, 
whofe comparative heats are greater than they were before the 
action of the fire. : E19 

! G 3 | The 
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The table which contains the refult of the experiments we 
fhall tranfcribe. 





¢ Wathed diaphoretic antimony - 022727 
Wathed diaphoretic antimony, having the air | 

extricated by nitrous acid and fire, - -16666 
Regulus of antimony - - 006451 
Yellow calx of lead having the air extricated .06802 
Lead - - - .03520 
White calx of tin . - -* »10869 
White calx of tin,, having the air extricated 

by nitrous acid and fire : «CQQ009 
Tin - “et - .070422 
Rutt of iron - : - +2 5000 
Rutt of iron, having the air extricated by ni- 

trous acid and fire, - - -16666 
Tron - - - -12696 


Calx of copper precipitated from blue vitriol 
by an alkali, and having the air extricated 


by nitrous acid and-fise, 022727 
Copper - - : -EILII 
Brafs r P 011235 


Calx of zinc precipitated from white vitriol 
by an alkali, and having the air extricated 


by nitrous acid and fire, - - 13658 
Regulus of zinc - - 09433 
Of fulphur - - - 0.18309 
Vitriolic acid, of a brown colour, - 0.42900 
Linfeed oil - : ae 0.52860 
Water - - - 1.00000 


‘The comparative heat of water is to that of alcohol as 1.66 to 
1. The heat of quick-lime is to that of chalk as 1.15 to 1. 
Mr. Kirwan has fhown that volatile alkali has more heat than 
cauftic alkali; the dephlogifticated acids more than the fame a- 
cids in their ufual ftate. The afhes of coal and wood have indeed 
lefs heat than the woods themfelves; but in thefe inftances of 
decompofition, where much air, and water efcape, which have 
very confiderable heats, thefe objections have ip reality but lit. 
tle force. 

The fourth propofition is a curious one. It is defigned to 
fhow that, in a warm medium, the venous blood is of a brighter 
colour, and phlogifticates air in a lefs degree, than in a cold one. 
It ftates alfo, that the quantity of heat produced, when a given 
portion of pure air is altered by refpiration, will be nearly the 
fame as when an equal portion of air is altered by burning wax, 
or charcoal, ‘The former part of the propofition is proved with 
tolerable clearnefs by experiment. Dr. Crawford feems to think 
that his trials confirm the opinion of Mr. Wilfon of Glaf, gow, that 
‘there is a temperature at which the blood is no ‘longer'ca+ 
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pable of combining with phlogifton, and of courfe, muft ceafe 
to give off heat., We fhould be inclined to convert the propo- 
fition, and fuppofe, that as ina warm medium heat is no longer 
required, it is not feparated, and confequently, the blood will 
not admit of the union of phlogiften. Our author’s facts will 
fupport either opinion. The quantities of air altered being 
equal, Dr. Crawford finds that more heat is produced by burn- 
ing wax than charcoal, and more by charcoal than the refpira- 
tion of an animal. The reafons are not admiffible, if the au- 
thor will infift on the converfion of the air into water in the firft 
inftance; but perhaps the feparation of water from the air will 
account as well for the heat. ‘There are many curious chemical 
facts in the trials adduced in fupport of this propofition; but we 
mutt chiefly follow the fubje¢t of animal heat, mentioning only 
that about one-fixth of the pure air feems to become aqueous 
vapour, while five-fixths is pretty certainly converted into fixed 
air. 

In the third fection Dr. Crawford applies all the different 
facts to his fyftem; and as we have given its outline previous to 
the experiments, we fuppofe our readers in their progrefs have 
made the neceflary application. He has afterwards fubjoined 2 
very ingenious explanation of the principal phyfielogical fa¢ts in 
his own fyftem. There are one or two little obvious difficul- 
ties, which we fhall mention. On the whole, we think the 
different comparative heats are not fufficient to account for the 
change, except in the way that we have fuggefted, by compar- 
ing the accumulated heats, in fucceflive refpirations; and on a 
rough calculation, we are afraid that this explanation will not 
fucceed. It is an unpleafing reflection too, that in our author’s 
repeated and more accurate trials, thefe differences have been 
found to be lefs. A very partial and ill-natured critic has al- 
ready expreffed his apprehenfions, that in experiments ftill more 
accurate, they would vanifh entirely. It is not clear that de+ 
phlogifticated air is not really abforbed: Dr. Crawford’s ob- 
jection, thatit does not appear in the fluids feems not to be ap- 
plicable, while fixed air and an acid, which have the pure air 
for their fundamental principles, are generated in the animal 
fyitem. It is very improbable that the blood fhould give out 
fire and abforb heat at the fame time; but it may give out fen- 
fible heat and abforb air, which contains fire virtually rather 
than formally, without any difficulty. Befides, in every expe- 
riment there has been a lofs of pure air: is our author ready to 
affert that this lofs is only owing to the diminution, in confe- 
quence of phlogiftication? Dr. Crawford has ftarted one diffi- 
gulty which we fufpect does notexift. As phlogifton is colleé- 
ed from the furrounding body, the parts which afford it muft have 
G 4 theis 
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‘their capacity for heat increafed, and, of courfe, fome of the 
fenfible heat extricated by the phlogittic procefs muft be abforb- 
‘ed: and why not all, fince the capacity of +heat is inverfely as 
the phlogifton, and the parts muft abforb heat in proportion to 
their lofs of that principle? This feems to fhow, that the phlo- 
‘gifton in the circulation is rather formed than colleéted. Inthe 
-firft experiment of the fourth propofition, phlogifton fhould, 
have been colleéted, fo far as we perceive, in the warm medium 
-as well as in the cold one; but it did not then appear. We muft 
‘confequently look for another fource of it, and this may pro- 
bably be found in the ftlagnating excrementitious fluids, abforbed 
for the purpofe of animalifing the more recent chyle, which, 
when the perfpiration is kept up by the heat, do not probably ftag- 
nate in fo great adegree. This, however, is conjecture only, as 
well as what we think was the caufe of the difficulty which our au- 
thor ftarted. We fufpeét, that he has fallen into his old error re. 
fpecting the great heat of pure air, which contains, as he found, 
‘from what we have ftyled uncertain calculation, 1551 degrees of 
heat, reckoning from abfolute cold. Now its comparative heat, 
‘with refpeé& to fixed air and vapour, is as 3 to 13; confequently, if 
acertain quantity of pure air, not in conta& with any other body, 
was fuddenly changed to fixed air and aqueous vapour, the heat 
extricated would, he obferves, amount to 3 x 1551 =4650; ge- 
nerally fpeaking, four times the heat of a red-hot iron. But it 
is very obvious, admitting the firft calculation, that the heat ex- 
tricated would only amount to the difference between the compa- 
rative heats of the fixed air and the pure air; for the former 
muft contain the portion of heat effential to its nature and its 
form, calculating alfo from its abfolute cold. While Dr. Craw- 
ford was careful, therefore, to apply this vaft heat, he was only 
difpofing of a phantom of his own creation, and forming a dif- 
ficulty for a purpofe which we think has no real exiftence. 

Yet, after all that has beenalledged, fo far as we can colle 
from the prefent ftate of fcience, and the evidence of the very 
accurate (we mean generally accurate) experiments before us, 
we think Dr. Crawford’s principle well founded, and his fyitem 
the moft probable, the moft interefting, and the moft fatisfactory 
of any that we have feen.- Inaccuracies ftill remain in many 
particulars, which could not be attended to within the compafs 
of this, or probably of many other articles: difficulties may be 
ftill ftarted; but thofe who alledge the one, or ftumble on the 
others, fhould recolleSt, that every other fyftem is debafed by 
greater errors of reafoning, and encumbered by more infuper- 
able difficulties. In our prefent circumftances, on the matureft 
reflection, we can chearfully confirm what we faid in the begin. 


ning: of our article of the work before us, 
Another 
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Another part of our author’s work is on the inflammation of 
combuttible bodies and the heat arifing, he thinks, is derived 
from the air, fince the capacities of the refidua are greater than 
thofe of the bodies previous to combuftion. ‘This opinion he 
draws from analogy, and fome of the facts fuggefted in his for- 
mer experiments: it is by no means an improbable one; but 
numerous trials are ftill wanting for its fupport, He has en- 
deavoured to explain the principal phenomena, as in the cafe 
of animal heat, according to this fyftem. We fhall fele& one 
curious jittle circumftance, for the extent and clofenefs of the 
-reafoning will not permit us to follow our author with accuracy ; 
and the uncertainty of the fubjeét at prefent would take from us 
-the only apology for extending our article, which is already tog 
‘ong. 3 

¢ Hence we may account for the fpark which is produced b 
the percuffion of flint and iteel. A particle of the metal is 
{truck off by the force of the flint, this particle is altered in fuch 
a manner, as to be rendered capable of abforbing a portion of 
air, The air, at the fame moment, parts with a quantity of 
‘elementary fire, which raifes the particle to a red heat, and thus 
‘the fpark is produced, 

¢ It may be difficult to determine the peculiar mode in which 
the ftroke of the flint operates upon the particle of the metal, fo 
as to render it capable of combining with air. But the fact is 
certain, for when a quantity of the metal, calcined by this pro~ 
cefs, is colleéted, the greater part of it is found to confitt of finery 
cinder, or of zthisps martialis, which is known to contain + of 
its weight of air, the remaining portion being apparently con- 
verted into glafs. 

¢ It is manifeft from the foregoing calculation, that the air 
which is thus combined with the portion of the metal that is 
firuck off, muft, at the moment of its abforption, depofit a 
quantity of fire, which would be fufficient to ruife the calcined 
particle 11670 degrees, 

¢ That the phenomenon derives its origin from this fource, is 
confirmed -by experiments which were mide on that fubject by 
Mr. Lane; from which it appears that a {park is not produced 
by the percuffion of flint and feel in a vacuum. A very fmall 
quantity of pure air is, however, iufficient to produce this ef- 
tect; for Mr. Kirwan has found that a {park is excited by the 
percuffion of fiint and fteel-under common {pring water.’ 


Many curious faéts and ingenious f{peculations occur in this 
part of our author’s work, which, for want of proper experi- 
ments, cannot. yet be brought to the tefts of reafon and judg- 
ment. Dr. Crawford is unwilling to decide whether heat is a 
fubftance or a quality, and has often expreffed his opinions in 
very cautious language, from an apprehenfion of being fuppofed 
te 
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to favour either theory. He feems, however, on the whole, to 
Jean toward the opinion of the French chemifts, that heat is a 
fubftance ; and in this fyitem we think our neighbours are on a 
fecure foundation. Dr. Crawford then adds a few remarks on 
_ the final canfe and effeéts of thefe different laws by which heat 
is abforbed and extricated, and concludes his work as becomes 
an enlightened philofopher, as well as a truly good man. 

The Appendix relates to different circumftances conneéted 
svith the work, but of no great importance to thofe faéts which 
have chiefly engaged our attention. MM. Gadolin’s experiments 
are, however, truly curious. He endeavours to fhow that there 
is a point where no heat can be faid to be prefent. This point 
he has endeavoured to fix, and a body in this ftate would fink, 
he obferves, Fahrenheit’s thermometer down to 1408. Dr, 
Crawford, with fome correétions, thinks M. Gadolin’s experi- 
ments fufficrently coincide with his own; and that the lowef 
point which is, of courfe, conftant, is about 1500. We have 
not given a particular account of thefe experiments, becaufe we 
are neither fatisfied with them, nor with the conclufion.. 1500 
was the loweft point according to Dr. Irvin’s calculation; but 
Dr. Crawford — to — the fabjeht by experiment. 





A Series of Mediates in the Courfe of a Voyage up the Red Sea, 
on the Coafts of Arabia and Egypt; and of a Route through the 
Deferts of Thebais, in the Year 1777, Fe. By Eyles Irwin, 
Eq. Third Edition. 2 Vols. 8v0. 145. in Boards, Dodiley. 


S e-ne new edition of Mr. Irwin’s very interefting voyage, 

is not only publifhed in a more convenient form, but is il- 
lnftrated by a few pleafing and charafteriftic plates, though we 
regret the lofs of thofe tinted engravings, reprefenting the ap- 
pearance of fome of the different ports at which he arrived, 
that adorned his firft edition. Itis not, however, our defign to 
accompany him in his former. route, for his work was noticed 
in our XL.1Xth volume, p. 405 ; and the little variation, which 
we have mentioned, would not have claimed our notice, if this 
edition had not received confiderable augmentations, by a de- 
fcription of another journey, undertaken in the years 1780 and 
178}, by a route in a great meafure new, It is thisnew expe- 
dition, which we mean chiefly to defcribe. 

Mr. Irwin arrived at Venice in November 1780, and em- 
parked for Latichea, the ancient. Laodicea, in a Venetian vef- 
fel, navigated by Sclavonians. . After a ftorm, when the vef- 
fel was almoft a wreck, he, with his companions, was inhu- 
manly left by the captain and crew; but they were. preferved, 
in confequence of their own exertions, and the almoft miraculous 

ipterpofition | of Providence. Our author’s warm and animated 
defcriptiong 
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defcriptions are well known; but he betrays a little affeétation 
in defcribing the ftorm in che feaman’s language, when he has 
informed us of his little knowledge in maritime affairs, and 
proved it by an occafional mifapplication of the terms. The 
travellers returned to Venice, which our author defcribes, and 
points out fome of the moft remarkable objeéts, either build- 
ings, paintings, or fculpture, which deferve attention. He 
embarks again on Dec. 12, with a more favourable breeze, 
paffes through the Grecian Archipelago, and takesan opportunity 
to tell us many things relating to the ancient and modern _hi- 
ftory of the different iflands that we knew before. In their 
voyage they put into Catarho, in the gulf of the fame name, 
‘on the coaft of Dalmatia, and our author giyes a very enter- 
taining account of the Montenegrins, the old inhabitants of the 
country, who have fled to the mountains, and preferve their li- 
berty only in thefe impenetrable faftneffes. Mr. Irwin com- 
putes their number to be about 50,000, for they are faid to be 
able to bring 14,000 fighting men into the field. Like every 
depraved race, they are worfe than thofe who, at an equal di- 
ftance from civilization, are approaching towards it. They retain 
fome of the vices of the civilized ftate, and feel all the revenge- 
ful and malignant paffions which reafon and cultivation either 
leffen or deftroy. Our author arrived at Latichea the 12th of 
February, 1781, and began his journey on the 1sth; the narra- 
tive is afterwards continued in the form of a journal. 
' The diftance from Latichea to Aleppo, Mr. Irwin eftimates 
at 106 miles ; and, from a feries of unavoidable accidents, he 
arrived there only on the 21ft of February. He was detained 
at Aleppo till the 19th of March, when he proceeded on his 
journey. 
‘ This country is in many refpeéts curious and important : it 
was the way by which the merchandize of India was conveyed 
to Europe ; it was the f{cene of the fplendor of the fucceffors of 
the Seleucidz, and of the rifing greatnefs of the Moflems. It was 
the country of Abraham and Mahomet, while the Euphrates, 
its chief river, is faid, in facred hiftory, to have watered the 
Garden of Eden. Iti is now of i importance, as it affords a more 
fpeedy conveyance to our fettlements in India, than by the 
circuitous courfe round the fouthern extremity of Africa. 
From the Mediterranean, it has been ufual to fet out from Scan- 
deroon, Latichea, or fome neighbouring port ; but the travel- 
lers have commonly fto 2 at Aleppo, to procure guides, ca- 
mels, and provifions. The ufual route has been from Aleppo to 


the fouth-eaft, advancing to the Euphrates, where it makes 
its firft great turn fouthward, and afterwards coafting in its di- 
reétion, at a greater or lefs diftance, as the {wamps or other im- 
prima prevail. Mr. Ives, on the contrary, on his depar~ 
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ture from Aleppo, went to the N. E., fo far as Diarbekir in 
the + 38th degree of north latitude, where he fell in with the 
Tygris. Inftead of following its extenfive windings to the 
north, his traét formed the chord of the arch til! he arrived 
at Moful, in latitude 36° 21..—From thence he direéted his 
courfe ta the eaft, til] he came to the longitude of Bagdat, to 
which he immediately proceeded in a courfe nearly fouth. 
Bagdat is in lat. 33° 20°. He continued his journey in the fame 
line to Hillo, on the banks of the Euphrates, lat. 32° 28’; 
where he reached the trac of the caravans, in their ufual cane. 
over the great defert. Our author purfued a new courfe over 
the little defert to the north of the Euphrates. From fome ap- 
_ prehenfions of the Arabs, he went to the fouth ; and his tract 
formed an arc, of which the common route is the chord; this 
route he croffed in lat. 34° 45’. And he then kept more clofely 
to the Euphrates, bending with its itream S.E. by E. till he 
croffed the river, a little above Anna, formerly Anatho, lat. 
34° z0. After this, he kept pretty nearly §. E. to the north 
of the lake, till he reached Bagdat, from whence he went ina 
boat down the Tygris, till it joined the Euphrates, and from 
that to Bafrah. ‘Thefe are the different tracts hitherto paffed by 
travellers overland to India. ‘There is one other way, viz. that 
up the Red Sea, and from thence to Cairo, which was defcribed 
in Mr. Irwin’s firft edition, 

Of the events in a journey like this, through deferted countries, 
inhabited by hoftile tribes, whom to efcape from, unobferved, 
they counted victory, it is not eafy to give any abftraét. We 
have attended clofely to the appearances of the foil and 
the plants, without being able to offer any particular informa- 
tion; yet this tract of land has been a part of the continent from 
the teftimony of the oldeft hiftory, and of the moft remote tra- 
dition. It feems to abound in afbeftos, to hold out the remains 
of an inundating river, and to be adorned, occafionally, with 
flowering fhrubs, and never with trees. Birds, except thofe 
who obtain their food from the river, appear to be uncommon, 
Almoft the only fact which is connetted with natural hiftory, is 
the defcription of an oftrich’s neft. It feems remarkable only 
for its being in a low watery fituation, and its being raifed above 
it, with a trench round, to carry off the water.. The materials 
dre the fand on the fpot. The oftrich being fo feldom found fit- 
ting, probably gave rife to the opinion, that her eggs are 
hatched in the fun. On the 28th of March, when this neft was 
difcovered, the fnow was on fome of the neighbouring moun- 
tains, and the fun could probably have very little effeét. We 
thal felec& a paffage which appears to be of fome importance. _ 


fe calculate fromthe map agnexed, in which the Jatitudes are laid 
down from Niebuhr. i. 
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¢ At noon the party, which had ftruck off the direct courfe, 
eame to Kafer il Aukhein, which is fituated to the north of an 
hill, wich an extenfive plain to the eaftward. There are vari- 
ous reports of the rife of this building in a defart, where it 
enuld little be expected to exift. The Arabic name, however, 
fignifies The Two Brothers, who are faid to have refided here 
many ages ago, and whofe union and difcord gave birth to ex- 
traordinary adventures. On vente a view of it, however, the 
building feems to go higher than Saracen origin, The archi- 
eefiureis of mixed orders, with a tintture of the Grecian, when 
Greece was in its decline. Iam here tempted to offer a con- 
jecture, which the reader may reject or iubfcribe to, as he 
thinks fit: Its reighbourhood to Palmyra renders it not impro- 
bable, that it was a fummer palace of Zenobia, or of fome of 
the Palmyrine monarchs. Its equidiftant fituation from the 
Zuphrates and Palmyra—being a day’s journey in the high road 
itom each — certainly favors this opinion: though, after all, 
it may be of the age of the Culiphs of Damafcus and Bagdad, 
and no more than a patched edifice, reared from the ruins of 
Palmyra. This building confifts of two fquares, one of which 
is one hundred and fiftv yards diameter, and the other of one 
hundred. There are the remains of a fine palace in one fquare, 
into which the aqueduét is alfo brought. In the other there 
are arched apartments around. Four marble pillars yet remain 
at the entrance. Between the fquares there is an high tower, 
with a flair-cafe perfe& enough to afcend by. Hence is a view 
of the environs, which fhew evident traces of the gardens and 
pleature-grounds which once furrounded Kaier il Aukhein.’ 


Theconclugfon which we are inclined to draw from this paflage 
xs,.we think, im favour of the opinion of M. Volney, that the 
{plendor of Palmyra was the confequence of the ancient courfe of 
commerce from the Perfian Gulph. ‘The fituation of Palmyra 
was chofen, as we thenebferved, for the conveniency of water >. 
and in a fpot, lefs convenient in this refpeci, we perceive ruins of 
lefs extent, which connect Palmyra with the Euphrates. Let no 
one detpife fo mean an acquifition as water in a place where it 
is fo fcarce and valuable: our author. will once more enlighten 
us in this refpect. 


“ In faét, the element, which thefe wells contain, has ‘not 
Only excited as much avidity, but cait as much blood to thein- 
habitants of the defart, as the f{poilsof {plendid cities have’ done 
in ¢ivilized regions... Frequent and fanguinary are the contefls 
of the different trites Of Arabs, who meet by accidént, at one 
af thefe watering-places ; and caravans themfelves, have fuf- 
fered great hardfhips: and danger from fuch encounters. The 
thaik gave us am account of a caravan, which found the wells. 
it was in queft of, in poffeffion of a tribe of Arabs. Though 
the caravan was ftrong enough to act on the defenfive, it was. 
not'ina fituation ta have recourfe-to force, while there was a. 
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profpect of fucceeding by negotiation. . But every effort to pro- 
cure a fupply of water, was invain. The Arabs declared, there 
was not enough for the ufe of the tribe, which had fixed its 
guarscrs there for fome time. This anfwer precluded all hope 

rom the teaders of the caravan ; and it was'determined to at- 
tack the encampment of their foes. The reception they met 
with, was as warm as could be expected from people who were 
fighting for their wives and childien ; nor could the charge be 
fuppofed to be faint, which was mide by travellers driven to 
detpair for a mouthful of water! The affailants were, how- 
ever, repulfed in three feparate attacks; and fatigue and 
drought deftroyed many who had efcaped the fword. Their 
fate was fuppofed to be decided, when it occurred to an Arab of 
the caravan, to propofe a manceuvre, that is practifed among 
the tribes in their civil warfare. At midnight all the cattle in 
the caravan were collected, and, driven on by loud fhouts and 
fires, againft the tents of the enemy. As this fhock was unex- 
pected, it fortunately fucceeded, in breaking the lines, which 
were immediately feized by the guards of the caravan, and the 
wells not only gained, but the provifions and effects of the 
tribe, who were routed with great flaughter. Should the philo- 
fopher in his retreat fufpedt, that no motives of difcord or ava- 
rice could fubfift in a defart, experience of mankind would 
teach him, that their appetites and humors univerfally ftimu- 
Tate to action ; and may banifh peace and confidence from thefe 
folitudes, as well as from the haunts of men.’ 


Let us extract alfo one fhort affecting incident. 


* We faw droves of wild hogs, among fome ruflies to our 
right, and flocks of wild geefe, which rofe before us. The 
death of one of the latter, which an Arab levelled at, to thew 
his {kill in hitting fuch a mark w'th a fingle ball, producing a 
circumftance, equally new and aftonifbing ; though the force 
of connubial affection pervades every fpecies of the creation, by 
the wife difpenfations of the Deity. The remainder of the 
birds took flight, at the report of the piece; but one immedi- 
ately returned to his dead companion, and by pecking and cack- 
ling, feemed to invite her to accompany him, and avoid the 
danger. The unfeeling Arabs no fooner beheld this fight, by 
which no other heart than their own could have remained un- 
touched, than they levelled their pieces fucceffively, and fired at 
the unhappy bird. We called out to forbid this cruelty, but in 
vain ; andthough the fhots were fo well made, that fome ftruck 
the dead fowl, and others grazed the plumage of the living one, 
he was no otherwife interrupted in his perilous avocation, than 
in rifing a few yards at each fhot, and lighting directly near the 
object of his concern with redoubled cries. The fcene became 
really affe@ing; and, perceiving the Arabs coolly reloading. 
their mufkets, we rode up at a full gallop to the fpot, and by: | 
taking up the game, effeCtually {cared away the intended vic- 


tim of wanton barbarity.’ i 
7 This 
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This journey was flow and tedious ; for communications, over- 


land from India, muft continue to be fo, while the Company © 


have no packets in the Mediterranean, and while this’ nation has 
no more intimate connection with the ‘Turkith government, or 
do not make the hoftile Arabs occafionally feel the force of its 
refentment. The eftablifhment of a factory on the Euphrates, 
and of flat boats with cannon, would greatly facilitate the con- 
veyance down the river; but this plan, in the prefent fituation 


of politics, is vifionary and impraéticable. The volume con- 


cludes with fome pleafing poetry, written on the journey ;- but 
we have already had occafion to give {pecimens of our author’s 
poetical talents. : BO at 

Befides the plates, there are fome maps and charts:’»’'That 
which comprehends the different routes through the: Deferts of 
Arabia, is a very ufeful one; but it is not always laid down con- 
fiftently with the defcription, for the places are occafionally in 
every direction but the right. ‘The words which occupy fome 
{pace muft undoubtedly be often erroneoufly placed; but there 
fhould be a mark to which they refer, laid down with accu- 
racy. ‘This chart has reminded us of what we have often ob- 
ferved, that while authors perufe proof fheets from the printer 
with care, they negleét the no lefs neceflary proofs from the 
rolling prefs. 
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The Hiftory of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire. By 
Edward Gibbon, Efq.. Volumes IV.V. and V1. (Continued, 
from Vol. LXVI. p. 433.) 


T HE lofs of Jerufalem and every poffeffion in Paleftine, 

bought at the expence of fo much treafure and fo many 
lives, did not extinguifh the zeal of the ecclefiaftics of the Weft. 
The Greeks and Latins hated each other as rivals, and to this 
fpirit, already fufficiently acrimonious, was added a bigotted op- 
pofition in points of doftrine, and a zealous conteft with refpe& 
to rules of faith, ‘The patriarchs of the Weft oppofed, excom- 
municated, and dethroned thofe of the Eaft, while the weak- 
nefs of the princes of the laft remains of the Comnenian dynaf- 
ty, who, as we remarked in p. 260, of our LXVIth volume, 
feebly held the fceptre of Conftantine, enabled them to afford 
little affiftance and lefs oppofition. The revolt of the Bulga- 
rians and Walachians, on the frontiers of the capital, contribut- 
ed to precipitate Ifaac Angelus from the throne which he fo 
little deferved, and to drive his fon Alexius, the namefake of the 
ufurper, to take fhelter inthe Weft. The zeal of the crufaders 
was animated by the wrongs.of Alexius, and the profpects of the 


more confiderate were cheered by the expeCtation of avoiding the 
danger 
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danger of the crooked politics of the eaftern emperors, by the 
previous poffeffion of Conftantinople. With the affiftance of 
Venice, the feat of commerce and the emprefs of the fea, afhft- 
ance dearly bought, the new army embarked ; and the policy of 
the doge Dandolo, the heroic veteran, whohad equalled the re- 
puted age of Neftor, led this armament againft the enemies of 
Venice in Dalmatia, becaufe the promifed fubfidy was not punc- 
tually paid. They fucceeded, and the retribution of fervice was 
confidered to be equivalent to. the deficiency of the payment. 
The, crufaders then reached Conftantinople: the ufurper was de- 
throned ; and. the Weftern warriors were in poffeffion of the 
fuburbs. The ufual changes in the Eaitern governments were 
foon confpicuous : the young Alexius, with his father, was again 
dethroned ; and the eaftern capital was refcued from the hands 
of the conquerors, to be again taken with greater difficulty, and 
to be pillaged with little mercy. The {poils were in profufion 
rich, and. of exquifite elegance, little adapted to the tafte of the 
conquerors. ‘Theempire, as may be expected, was divided be- 
tween the French and the Venetians. ‘The doge Dandolo re- 
fufed the purple, and Baldwin, count of Flanders, was the By- 
zantine emperor. Morfini was feated on the ecciefiaftical throne, 
for it was agreed, that the nation which gave a monarch to the 
Eaft, fhould fuffer its ally to raife one of its own countrymen te 
the fpiritual dignity. ‘The partition divided the forces of the 
crufaders, who in their new kingdoms forgot their firft defign ; 
and the fragments of the former dynafties ftill preferved the 
doubtful allegiance of feparate and diftant provinces. In the 
weakened ftate of the Weftern invaders, the Bulgarian chief, 
Czlo-John, marched againft the poffeffors of Conftantinople. 
Baldwin, with more valour than prudence, advanced to meet 
him, was taken prifoner, and died in captivity. His brother 
Henry fucceeded, who repulfed the Bulgarian, and with fome 
facrifices procured peace, for Czlo-John was killed in one of 
the laft actions. Of Henry, hiftory fpeaks favourably, parti- 
ularly for his oppofition to the encrdachments of the priefts ; 
and in the whole of this crufade we fee inftances of judgment; 
policy, and fcience, as well as of intrepidity and fpirit. Peter 
of Courtenay fucceeded to Henry, for to great military reputa- 
tion, he added the title of hufband of Yolande, fifter of Baldwin 
and Henry; but he never reached Conftantinople. He was 
taken prifoner by Theodore, who claimed the Comnenian pof- 
feffions, on his journey from Durazzo to Conftantinople. He 
died in captivity, and his fecond fon, fince the firft refufed the 

recarious honour, fucceeded.' Calamities attended his reign; 
as well as thofe of Baldwin II..the youngef fon of Peter, the 


laft empetor which the-Latins gave to the Eaft, for John of 
7 oN Brienne, 
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Brienne, though decorated with the title, was little more than 
regent in the infancy of Baldwin; but his fpirit and fuccefs were 
ornaments fuperior toa crown. Baldwin IJ. fupported himfelf 
for a time by the charity of the weftern potentates, and the fale 
of his holy relics: when this fource was ftopped, when charity 
and bigotry no longer fupplied means of defence, his courage 
forfook him: Conitantinople was furprifed by a band of ruffi- 
ans, joined with fome of the foldiers of Alexius, and azain reco- 
vered by the Greeks. Baldwin returned to his old mode of life, 
a wandering beggar; and the houfe of Courtenay funk in an 
obfcure but collateral branch of the earls of Devon, which ftill 
remain, almoft undiftinguifhed, on the coafts of Devonfhire. 
The digreffional hiftory of that eet and the refle€tions on 
the effects of the crufades, though they deferve commendation, 
form no part of a chain of events. 

From the female line of the Comnenian dynafty, the Nicene 
emperors poffeffed, as we have faid, the doubtful allegiance of a 
few cities. But the fpirit of Theodore Lafcaris, and the pru- 
dence of his fon in-law, Vataces, extended and confirmed his 
dominion. The fecond Theodore was timid and unfortunate, 
when the minority of his fon — Lafcaris gave a {cope to the 
enterprize, the policy, the cruelty of Michael Paleclogus, who 
artfuily procured the appointment of regent and guardian, and 
wickedly obtained the title as well as the power of emperor. It 
was in the time of Michaei that Conftantinople was recovered. 
His reign was, infome refpe&s, glorious ; for his-activity and fpi- 
rit, above all, his political cunning, rendered him refpectable in 
the eyes of thofe who did not look too nearly. His imperfe& at- 
tempt to unite the eaftern and weftern churches under the do- 
minion of Rome betrays his dexterity and weaknefs. The union 
was fhort and imperfet. In his ime Charles of Anjou fubdu- 
ed Naples as well as Sicily; and by his inttigations the French 
were cut off by the horrid maffacre, known in hiftory by the 
name of the Sicilian Vefpers. The French were deftroyed by 
the aid of the Catalans, and the Greek empire faved from too 
near and too enterprifing a neigubour. The hiftory of this war- 
hike race, who were nourifhed by the emperor till they became 
dangerous foes of the empire, with the revolutions and prefent 
ftate of Athens, conclude the fixty-fecond chapter. 

Andronicus, the fon of Michael, was affociated in the em- 
pire with his father nine years, and reigned fifty years after him 
in a weak 1 inglorious ftate, continually furrounded by difturb- 
ances from the Catalans and Turks, while his moft important 
bufinefs was to fettle difputed points of faith, or the eleétion of 
a patriarch. His virtue was apprehenfion of vice, and his re- 
ligion was fuperftition. His fon Michael, according to the cuf- 
Vor. LXVIL. Fed. 1789. H tom 
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tom of that zra, was affociated in the government; but his 
hopes refled on his grandfon Andronicus. Andronicus the 
younger was fond of pleafure, and affaflinated an unknown ri- 
val, who proved to be his brother. ‘This event bent his father 
to the grave; and the elder Andronicus, in confequence of his 
grand{on’s wifh to reign alone, was obliged to refign the fceptre. 
He did not long enjoy the fruits of thefe crimes; for he died in 
his forty-fifth year, and left his fon, by Anre of Savoy, to the 
rotection of Cantacuzcne, who was declared regent. Domef- 
tic difputes, and the aipiring claims of othcr pretenders to the 
office of regent, involved Cantacuzene in a conteft with his 
prince, which ended in the ufurper’s abdicating his preten- 
fions, and retiring to a cell, leaving the monarch John Palo- 
ologus in poffefiion of his dangerous and unquiet fituation. ‘The 
event of this difpute, viz. adding another faint to the Greek 
church, was of lefs importance than the dangerous affiftance 
which was required, in its progrefs, from the Ottomans, who then 
began to interfere more particularly with the politics of the 
Greek empire, and to form their opinion of its weaknefs. In 
this interval the eftablifhment of the Genoefe at Pera, or Gala- 
ta, confirmed the difgrace of the empire, and the weaknefs of 
Cantacuzene. ‘Their efiablifhment continued beyond the period 
of the misfortunes of Genoa, till it was fwallowed up by the 
prevailing fuccefs of the Ottomans. 
If we trace, with our hiflorian, the origin of this peculiarly 
fortunate race, we muit return again to the north-eaft of Eu- 
rope, where, from the paitoral nations, Zingis Khan overwhelm- 
-ed Afia and Europe. “The warlike fhepherd fabdued China ; 
and, for many years, that kingdom received a Tartar fovereign 
and Tartarian colonies, till the itrangers were melted down with 
the natives, and left only a fhade in the national character, 
Among other nations he fubdued Poland and Ruffia on the north 
and weft, and Perfia on the fouth, From the feattered remains 
of the families of the Perfian emir, the remnant probably of 
the Turcoman conquerors, arofe Othman, whofe defcendants at 
firft, under the humble title of emir, and afterwards with that 
of fultan, extended his territories and their fame. ‘Thefe were 
the affiftants that John Cantacuzene called to fupport his falling 
eaufe; and to an Ottoman prince he gave his daughter 'Theo- 
dora in marriage. She was to retain her religion in the Maho- 
metan court; and, if fhe continued the miracle of piety and or- 
thodoxy which her father reprefents, it muft be attributed to the 
liberality or the indifference of the fultan rather than to pater- 
nal care. ‘The fucceffor of Solyman, Amurath I. extended his 
conquefts and his riches: to his avarice was owing the inftitu- 
tion of the Janizaries ; which, as it is fhort, we hall tranfcribe. 
‘ The 
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¢ The vizir of Amurath reminded his fovercign that, accord- 
ing to the Mahometan law, he was entitled toa fifth part of the 
fpoil and captives ; and that the duty might eafily be levied, if 
vigilant officers were ftationed at Gallipoli, to watch the pat 
fage, and to felect for his. ufe the ftouteft and moft beautiful of 
the Chriftian youth. The advice was followed; the ediét was 
proclaimed ; many thoulands of the European captives were 
educated in religion and arms; and the new militia was confe- 
crated and named by a celebrated dervifh, Standing in the 
front of their ranks, he ftretched the fleeve of his gown over 
the head of the foremott foldicr, and his bieffing was delivered 
in thefe words: ‘* Let them be called janizaries (Yengi cheri, 
or new foldiers) ; may their countenance be ever bright! their 
hand victorious! their {word keen! may their fpear always hang 
over the heads of their enemies! and wherefoever they go, 
may they return with a white face!”” Such was the origin of 
thefe haughty troops, the terror of the nations, and fometimes 
of the fultans themfelves. Their valour has declined, their 
difcipline is relaxed, and their tumultuary array is incapable of 
contending with the order and weapons of modern taflics ; but 
at the ume of their initirution, they poffefled a decilive iupe- 
riority in war; fince a regular body of infantry, in conftanr 
exercife and pay, was not maintained by any of the princes of 
Chriftendom. “The janizaries fought with the zeal of profelytes 
againft their idolatrous countrymen ; and in the battle of Cof- 
fova, the league and independence of the Sclavonian tribes was 
finally crufhed. As the conqueror walked over the field, he ob- 
ferved that the greateft part of the flain confifted of beardleis 
youths; and liflened to the flattering reply of his vizir, that 
age and wifdom would have taught them not to oppofe his ir- 
refiftible arms. But the fword of his janizaries could not de- 
fend him from the dagger of defpair; a Servian foldier ftarted 
from the croud of dead bodies, and Amurath was pierced in the 
belly with a mortal wound. The grandfon of Othman was mild 
in his temper, modett in his apparel, and a lover of learning and 
virtue; but the Moflems were fcandalifed at his abfence from, 
public ‘worlhip ; and he was correéted by the firmnefs of the 
mufti, who dared to rejeét his teftimony in a civil caufe: a 
mixture of fervitude and treedom not unfrequent in Oriental 
Hiitiory.’ 

Bajazet, aname not unfamiliar to the Englifh ear, was an Ot- 
toman, equally enterprifing and equally fuccefsful with the other 
defcendants of Othman. A French crufade was fent to check 
his progrefs; but, from their vivacity, their inattention, and, 
we may add, their vanity, they were eafily defeated by their 
opponent. In all thefe contefts Conftantinople efcaped, from 
accident rather than the refpe&t of the Ottomans. Yet the 
power of the Greeks was almoft literally confined to the 
walls of the city; and thefe Bajazet now prepared to fubdue, 
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when he was in his turn conguered by a tyrant, whofe good for-- 
tune was fuperior, and whofe intrepidity was equal. 

Timour, furnamed Lang, from his lamenefs, by our dra- 
matic poet foftened to Tamerlane, and by poetical fiction made. 
a miracle of humanity and tendernefs, was of the race of Zin- 
gis by a female branch. In his early youth the khans of Zagatai 
were extinct ; and the emirs aimed at independence : in this ca- 
reer his firft battle was fought, and it was unfuccefsful. He 
rofe, however, from the fal!, and foon gained the fovereignty, 
though he was contented for a time with the title of emir only, 
while a nominal khan ferved as a private officer in his armies. 
From this beginning he extended his conquefts over Perfia, Tar- 
tary, including Turkeftan and Ruffia, and India; while, before 
his death, Zagatai was only one of twenty - -feven crowns which, 
had been placed on his head. Butfuch is the revolution of hu- 
man affairs, that foon after his deceafe, his fucceilors were to. 
be found only in Indoftan, where they full remain ona throne, 
without influence to curb their independent rajahs, and without 
power to defend themfelves. Within a few years the fon of the 
defcendant of Timour was obliged to efcape privately from 
Delhi, to implore the affiitance of the firft fervant of a company. 
of merchants eftablifhed on the coaits of Afia. After all his 
other conquefts, Timour turned his courfe againft Bajazet, not 
to relieve the inconfide:able remnant of eaftern power, but to 
check the ambition of the Ottoman, and perhaps, becaufe he 
could find no enemy more worthy of his arms. His firft attack 
was directed towards a ftrong city on the borders of Anatolia, 
and, as if contented with giving this firft leffon, or willing to 
feave no enemy in his rear, he next attempted the conqueft of 
Syriaand Egypt. In this courfe, Aleppo, Damafcus, and Bag- 
dad felt the force of his power, and the effects of refentment. 
Bajazet met him willingly ; but the battle of Angora was fatal 
to the Ottoman. From the account in the Inftitutions, the re- 
puted work of Timour, tranflated by major Davy and Dr. 
White, we may fuppofe that his victory was followed by mode- 
yation and generofity : from the ftory of the iron cage a differ- 
ent conclufion may bedrawn. Our hiftorian has fuggefted fome 
doubts of the Inititutions being the work of ‘Tumour ; but if it were, 
we may conclude, he thinks, that the behaviour of the Tartar. 
was at firit moderate and gencrous; but that his more violent 
* and fanguinary difpofition foon hurried him into inconfiftent ex- 
tremes; or that the frequent attempts to procure the efcape of 
the Ottoman may have fuggeited this mode of conveyance, in 
the different marches of 'Timour, when Bajazet was too preci- 
ous to be left behind, and too dangerous to be allowed the {mall- 


eft chance of efcaping: yet the emperor died after nine months. 
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of captivity ; and this fudden termination may perhaps be 
a{cribed to Timour, who at leaft appeared to regret him, and ho- 
noured him, when no longer an enemy, with a f{plendid tomb. 
After this event, and his fhort triumph at Samarcand, he’ at- 
tempted to follow Zingis in the congqueft of China; and,. in his 
feventieth year, engaged in this defign:; but death, accelerated 
‘by fatigue, and the inclement feafon at which his expedition 
commenced, checked the impetuous congueror, and China ac- 
knowledged no more recent victor than Zingis. The charatter 
of ‘Timaut is drawa with Mr. Gibbon’s ulual fpirit and acct- 
racy. We mutt felect at, though it is a little more extenfive 
than our limits will a'‘low with propriety. 


* The fame ot Timour had perraded the Eaft and Weft; his 
potterity is ft.ll inveited with the imperial title; and the admir- 
ation of his fusjects, who revered him almoft as a deity, ma 
‘be juftified in fome degree by the praife or conteffion of his bit- 
‘tereftenemies, Althouzh he was lane cf a haud and foot, his 
form and ftature were not unworthy of his rank ; and his vi- 
gorous health, fo effential to himielf and to the world, was 
corroborated by temperance and exerci.e. In his familiar dif- 
courfe he was grave and modett, and if he was »gnorant of the 
Arabic language, he fpoke with fluency and elegance the Per- 
fian and Turkifh idioms. It was his delight to converfe with 
the learned on tonics of hiftory and fcience; and the amufement 
of his le:fure hours was the game ef chefs, which he improved 
or corrup ed with new refinements. In his religion, he was a 
zealous, though not perhaps an orthodox, Mufulmin; but his 
found underftanding inay tempt us to believe, that a fuperiti- 
tious reverence for omens and prophecies, for famts and aitro- 
logers, Was only adected as an initrument or poiicy. In the 
government of a va:t empire, he ftood alone and abfolute, with- 
out arebel to oppofe his power, a favourite to feduce his af- 
fections, or a minifler to miflead his judgment. It was his 
firmett maxim, that, whavever might be the confequence, the 
word of the prince fhould never be difputed or recalled; but 
his foes have malicioufly ob’erved, that the commands of anger 
and deftruction were more ftrictly executed than-thofe of bene- 
ficence and favour, His fonsand grandfons, of whom Timour 
left fix-and thirty at his deceafe, were his firft and moft fub- 
miffive fubjeéts ; and whenever they deviated from their duty, 
they were correéted, according to the laws of Zingis, with the 
baftinade, and afterwards reftored to honour and command. 
Perhaps his heart was net devoid of the focial virtues ; perhaps 
he was not incapable of loving his friends and pardoning his 
enemies ; but the rules of morality are founded on the public 
intereft; and it may be fufficient to applaud the wifdom of a 
monarch, for the liberatity by which he is not impoyerithed, 
and for the juflice by which he is ftrengthened and enriched. 
To maintain the harmony of authority and obedience, to chaf- 
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tife the proud, to protect the weak, to reward the deferving, 
to banifh vice and idlenefs from his dominions, to fecure the 
traveller and merchant, to reftrain the depredations of the fol- 
dier, to cherifh the labours of the hufbandman, to encourage 
induftry and learning, and, by an equal and moderate affeffinent, 
to increale the revenue, without increaling the taxes, are in- 
deed the duties of a prince; burt, in the difcharge of thefe du- 
ties, he finds an ample and immediate recompenfe. ‘Timour 
might boaft, that, at his acceffion to the throne, Afia was the 
‘prey of anarchy and rapine, whilft under his profperous mo- 
tiarchy a child, fearlefs and unhurt, might carry a purfe of 
‘gold from the Eaft to the Welt. Such was his confidence of 
merit, that from this reformation he derived an excufe for his 
victories, and a title for univerfal dominion. The four follow- 
ing obfervations will ferve to appreciate his claim to the public 
gratitude; and perhaps we fhall conclude, that the Mogul em- 
peror was rather the fcourge than the benefactor of mankind. 
1. If fome partial diforders, fone local oppreflions, were heal- 
ed by the fword of Timour, the remedy was far more pernicious 
than the difeafe, By their rapine, cruelty, and difeord, the 
petty tyrants of Pertia might sfflict their fubjects ; buy whole 
nations were crufhed under the footileps of the reformex. The 
ground which had been occupied by flourifhing cities, was often 
-marked by his abominable trophies, by columns, or pyramids, 
of human heads. Ajtracan, Carizme, Delhi, Ifpahan, Bag- 
dad, Aleppo, Damafcus, Bourfa, Smyrna, and a thoufand 
others, were facked, or burnt, or utterly deftroyed, in his pre- 
fence, and by his troops; and perhaps his confcience would 
Ahave been ftartled, if a prieit or philofopher had dared to num- 
ber the millions of victims whom he had facrificed to the 
eftablifhment of peace and order. 2. His moft deftructive 
wars were rather inroads than conquefts. He invaded Turkef- 
tan, Kipzak, Ruffia, Hindottan, Syria, Anatolia, Armenia, 
and Georgia, without a hope or a defire of preferving thofe di- 
Stant provinces. From thence he departed, laden with fpoil; 
but he left behind him neither troops to awe the conrumacious, 
mor magiftrates to protect the obedient, natives. When he had 
broken the fabric of their ancient government, he abandoned 
them to the evils which his invafion had aggravated or caufed ; 
nor were thefe evils compenfated by any preient or poffible be- 
nefits. 3. The kingdoms of Tianfoxiana and Perfia were the 
proper field which he laboured to cultivate and adorn, as the 
perpetual inheritance of his family. Bur his peaceful labours 
were often interrupted, and fometimes blafted, by the abfence 
of the conqueror. While he triumphed on the Volga or the 
Ganges, his fervants, and even his fons, forgot their matter 
and their duty. The public and private injuries were poorly 
redrefled by the tardy rigour of enquiry and punifhment ; and 
‘we muft be content to praife the Inflitutions of ‘limour, as the 
{pecious idea of a perfect monarchy. 4. Whatfoever might be 
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the bleffings of his adminiftration, they evaporated with his life- 
To reign rather than to govern, was the ambition of his chil- 
dren, and graad-childien, tie enemies of each other and the 
‘people.’ 

At this period Bajazet was ftyled the Cafar of Rome; and; 
when the fcattered limbs of iis family and dominions were unit- 
ed, after the inteftine confiifis of the civil wars incident to an 
uncertain and difputable fucceflion, they again threatened the 
city of Conftantine. It was at laf reliev ed by Amurath’s turn- 
ing his arms and his attention to a domettic confpiracy; but not 
until John Palazologus had agreed to pay an humiliating dif- 
graceful tribute, for the exiftence of what was once the miftrefs 
of the world. A philofopher might obferve, that a fabric of fe 
great magnitude could only be fubdued by the new thunder 
which chance had fuggefted, and which chemiftry had rendered 
more certain. It was not by the older arts of attack that Con- 
ftantinople was finally to change its mafter. 

In thefe moments of diitrefs, the Greek emperors were not 
unmindful of their brethren, brethren at leait fo far as they were 
Chriitians, of the Weit. The diftant negotiations of Cantacu- 
zene, and his profound, but hypocritical proteftations of fin- 
cerity, had little effect. John Palzologus, his pupil, went to 
Rome, and bent to the feet of the mild and philofephic Urban, 
with fome diftant expectations of fuccour; but fo far from reap- 
ang any advantage from his fubmiflive conduct, he was ar- 
refted at Venice for the debts contracted by his expedition, and 
relieved at laft by the affe&tion and aétivity of his fecond fon 
Manuel. ‘Thirty years after this event, when the French had 
relieved Conftantinople, Manuel, at that time emperer, em- 
barked on a fimilar expedition. He went to Italy, to France, 
and to England, in the time of our Fourth Henry, with greater 
fplendor and fuperior dignity than diftingwifhed Paizologus. 
Some curious obfervations made in this journey remain; but 
Manuel has left indifputable traces of his policy, or his diflimu- 
fation. He exprefsly tells his fon not to propofe the reunion of 
the Greek and Latin churches, for that was the bribe offered 
for afliftance, except in urgent danger; to decline the meeting of 
councils, and, on different pretexts, to protract the negotiation 
till affiftance had been procured, or danger was at a diftance. 
This temporifing cunning anfwered the views of Manuel, and, 
after Timour’s defeat of Bajazet, he reigned in a precarious fe- 
curity, till he died at an advanced age. ‘The fpirit or the zeal 
of the fecond Palzologus would not however fubmit to this po- 
‘Titical protra@tion ; but he earneftly laboured in the work of a 
reunion, and, after many fubmiffions, during his refidence in 
‘Italy for this purpofe, it was at lait accomplifhed at Florence, in 
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1438, in the pontificate of Eugenius IV. The pope made his 
peace by this act with the council of Bafil, which had depofed 
him on the very day of the reunion, and the church was huthed 
in a temporary peace by mutual aéts of indemnity and oblivion 
in 1449. | 
Thefe events fixed the knowledge of the Greek language in 

Italy, a language which Barlaam firft brought back to them in 
the fourteenth century, which Petrarch tafted only and admired, 
which Boccace, whom we know but as the author of humour- 
ous tales, well underftood, and which Manuel Chryfoloras, the 
envoy of the emperor Manuel, eftablifhed. The capricious and 
harfh Leontius Pilatus was the firft profeffor in the fourteenth 
century ; and. to him Boccace was indebted for his knowledge ; 
but. he foon forfook his pupil, as well as his profefforfhip, and 
was drowned in his return from Conftantinople to Italy, where 
his reftlefs inconflant fpirit again impelled him. The firft ray 
of the Grecian luminary beamed therefore in the fourteenth 
century ; but it fhone with a fteady f{plendor only about the end 
of the fifteenth. If it be confeffed, on the one hand, that the 
tribe of emigrants from Conftantinople, where, we learn from 
undoubted authority, the Greek was {paken by people of rank 
with claffical purity, debafed the pronunciation by their harfh- 
nefs and inattention to accents, it muft be allowed, on the other, 
that they brought the precious remains of ancient literature with 

them, and, in this caufe, animated the Italians, who, with the 
affiftance of the printing- prefs, eftablifhed the reign of Greek 
literature and true fcience in Europe. 

The union of the Greek and Latin churches was, as we ob- 
ferved, fhort and precarious. Before the emperor’s return, Con- 
ftantinople was ready to difpute his aéts, and to oppofe his com- 
mands: the Grecian empire, for to the city of Conftantine it 
was now confined, rebelled againft the religious faith of its 
ruler ; and the patriarchs of Alexandria, Antioch, and Jerufa- 
Jem, protefted again{t the conduct of their reprefentatives at 
Florence. Yet the union had one good effect: it armed fome 
part of Chriftendom in a crufade againft Amurath Il. a mo- 
narch applauded by his countrymen, detefted by ftrangers, but, 
on the whole, valiant, politic, and refpeftable. ‘This crufade, 
under Ladiflaus, king of Hungary, commenced with fpirit and 
with fuccefs. It was, however, fuddenly concluded in a tran- 
fitory peace, which the Ottoman agreed to, feemingly from an 
apprehenfion of the united forces of the Eaft and Weft, and, 
perhaps, from fome fears of domeftic treachery. But while La- 
diflaus had concluded a peace, the confederates on the other 
fide had advanced ; and the cardinal Julian induced the Hunga- 
rian king to violate his oath, that he might co-operate with the 
Greeks 

















An Effay cn the Recowery of the apparently Dead. 105 


Greeks and with the Venetians. "The battle of Warna, the de- 
feat of the Hungarians, and the death of their king, was the 
confequence. John Huniades kept the fultan at a diftance, pre- 
ferved the kingdom, and feems to have laid the foundation of the 
animofity between the Ottomans and Hungarians, which ftill 
animates the prefent conteft between the allied powers of the 
North and South of Europe and the Sublime Porte. Scander- 
beg, prince of Albaniz, is a hero almoft within our own re- 
membrance, fince the terrors which he excited were familiarly 
talked of by his friends many years after his death. It is 
enough for our purpofe to obferve, that in his youth, a captive, . 
he fought againft the Chriftians with Amurath; in his maturer 
age, he rebelled; defended his own principality for a time with 
fuccefs, and died a wanderer in the Venetian territory. Chival- 
ry may exaggerate his exploits, and magnify his fize; but it 
will at leaft be clear that his ftrength, his ability, and merit 
were not of the common ftandard. “Thefe were the employ- 
ments of the Turkifh fovereign on the death of John Palzolo- 
gus, which was foon followed by that of Amurath. To them 
fucceeded Conftantine and Mahomet, names we might fuppofe 
fele€ted for the purpofes which they were to fulfil: the Grecian 
city was to be founded and fubdued in the reign of a Conftan- 
tine; and the imperial city of the Ottomans, it would appear, 
could only be eftablithed by the namefake of the Prophet. : 

‘This awful fcene cannot be fhortly fketched at the end of a 
long article; and this fubje&, with the obfervations on Mr. 
Gibbon’s vaft and laborious work, obfervations fuggefted by an 
extenfive and particular review, we muft refer to another ar- 
ticle. This we hoped would have been the laft, and we have 
faid that it fhould be fo; but we would rather incur the charge 
of a breach of promife, than leave unfinifhed what we have taken 
great pains to render perfect. 











An Effay on the Recovery of the apparently Dead. By Charles 
; Kite. 8vo. 55. in Boards. Dilly. 


E are happy, that our attention is at laft called to a work 

on this fubje&t, where reafon is not difcarded, and where 

the affe&iation of refinement, both in the fentiment and lan- 
guage, do not difguft. The Humane Society offered a gold and 
filver medal for the beft effays on fufpended animation. ‘The 
former was gained by Dr. Goodwin; and this differtation, we 
fufpeét, is the fame with that which we examined in our lait 
volume, p. 327. The eflay which gained the fecond prize is now 
before us. We are not called upon to decide the comparative 
merits of the two works ; but, if we were, we fhould probably 
coincide 
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coincide with the opinion of the Medical Society. Dr. Good- 


win’s effay is more new, and feemingly more ingenious : Mr, 
Kite’s is clear, well arranged, and more ufefully practical. Yet 
we think Mr. Kite occafionally led away, by his own opinions, 
from the path which might probably have directed him with 
great advantage : let us attend to him particularly. 

His firft obje& is to enquire into the more immediate caufe 
of death from drowning. There are three which have particu- 
larly engaged attention: 1ft, water taken into the trachea, pre- 
venting the action of the lungs; 2d, the poifonous influence of 
fixed and phlogifticated air, generated in the lungs, and pre- 
vented from efcaping ; and 3d, the fecondary effect of the ftop- 
page of refpiration, viz. apoplexy. Our author arranges thefe 
caufes more {cientifically, and adds others; but this order is 
fufficiently exa& for us; and the other caufes are not gencrally 
admitted. He examines each with great accuracy, and at lait 
concludes, that the immediate and only caufe is an over-dilten- 
tion of the veffels of the brain, inducing apoplexy. We are 
perfeGly fatisfied with our author’s reafons for rejecting the 
other caufes, except the preflure of the water on the lungs. 
which certainly tends to produce apopleétic fyn¥ptoms, but 
which may produce the fatal event independent of the apoplexy. 
‘We reft our opinion on the experiments of De Haen, who cer- 
tainly found, in the greater number of his trials, when the wa- 
ter was tinged with coloured fubftances, that it had been in the 
lungs; and as certainly was unable to difcover the traces of 
‘over-diftention or extravafation, in many initances. Our au- 
thor obferves, that the epiglottis is clofely fhut ; but if he re- 
fiects with care, he will find many divers able to flay as long 
under water with impunity, as would be fufficient to drown an- 
other perfon fuddenly failing in. The whole difference feems to 
be in this, that thofe, who dive, accurately clofe the epiglottis ; 
thofe who fail into the water, inhale fome of the fluid by a fud- 
den gafp, and the ufual cough is prevented by almoft immediate 
ftrangulation. We have feen a boy taken up infenfible, after a 
few minutes, who recovered without any cough, or difcharging 
any water; but he had kept himfelf above water fome time, 
and faw immediate help approaching: confequently, he guard- 
ed againft the fudden inhalation of water. Again: Mr. Kite 
muft have feen many taken up dead, with much froth about their 
mouth, while more was afterwards difcharged. In what way 
was the water and air thus mixed, but by a momentary agita- 
stion in the lungs, where the tendency to cough was refifted by 
the weight of the water ? If he contends, that the air is preffed 
out by the agitation of the body, while the month and fauces 
.are wet, he will find, that he cannot imitate this appearance by 
a violent 
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a violent expiration, while his fauces are wetted, or his mouth 
filled with water. If he allows, that the water gets into the 
lungs «fter death, where will he find the agitation required to 
mix it with air? In fhort, from every view which we can take 


-of the queftion, we are convinced, that water does pafs through 


the trachea, and is fometimes fatal from impeding ‘the refpira- 
tion, and confequently the action of the heart, independent ef 
its fecondary effeéts, in producing diftention in the veffelsiof the 
brain ; but it muft be alfo allowed, that it is very generally ab- 
forbed previous to diffection, for De Haen found the vettiges 
of his tinged fluid, though he couid difcover no water. Our au- 
thor has acted, we think, a little unfairly, in not giving the re- 
fult of De Haen’s experiments in their full force. In his kit- 
tens, he always difcovered the apoplettic traces ; but he fhould 
reflect, that De Haen’s experiments were made on dogs drown- 
ed in cages, to prevent injury in keeping them under water : 
he fhould recolle& too, that.a dog dies very foon under water, 
and that kittens are longer-lived. In De Haen’s trials, his dogs 
were often dead in one minute, and commonly within two. On 
the whole, our author may be generally right, in impnting the 
caufe of death to diftention: but we ‘think that the other caufe 
may occafionally occur; and it will make fome difference in the 
practice. 

His next objeé is, the uncertainty of recovery, and its pro- 
bable caufes. If we confider apoplexy as the immediate caufe 
of death, every thing which preceded, that would, even re- 
motely, influence congeftion, will accelerate dea:h, or render the 
recovery more uncertain. We ought alfo to-confider, that fatal 
paroxyims may occafion the falling into water, or, in fhallow wa- 
ter, the blow from the bottom may prove fatal, either by its vio- 
lence, or by temporarily depriving a perfon of his fenfes, and 
preventing him from moving. In this way, men may be faid 
to have been drowned in water, which would not cover their 
heads, when they were found lying in it. In this part of the 
work our author makes fome juft remarks on the different tem- 
peraments, which he divides into tonic, atonic, and irritable; a 
divifion which we think a good, as weil as a comprehenfive one. 
Our additional caufe does not furnifh any reafon for the uncertainty 
of recovery which we can fubjoin to thofe alledged by Mr. Kite. 

The attempt to afcertain, whether there be any pofitive fign 
of the abfolute extinion of life is a very important-one. Onur 
author, who is in general a little fceptical, argues againft al- 
moft every one which has been alledged to be a fatal fymp- 
tom of an irrecoverable ftate +. His reafons are very juft ; 





+ Even putrefaétion, in fome eafes, is not allowed to be a certain fign ; 
but though compatible with life, it is, with infenfibility, a fign of rat 
and, 
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and, if they were not fo cogent, we fhould be cautious of urg- 
ing any thing, which would make pradiitioners remifs in their 
attempts. Life remains, while irritability remains; bu* it is not 
clear, that life can be recovered, though fome irritability may be 
left, for the {park may be too fmall to be revived, or organical in- 
jury may.be combined: the following obfervations, on the fub- 
ject, are curious in many views. 


‘ Eleétricity has feveral times been applied in the recovery 
of the apparently dead ; and although it has not always efiected 
the purpofe tor which it was app lied [has it ever done fo, in 
cafes irrecoverable by other means ?] it has, in every inftance 
that is made public, proved its importance, and afforded the 
mofl ample and decifive teftimony of its wonderful and exten- 
five influence. A cafe which happened under my care early tn 
the year 1785, made a ftrong impreflion on my mind, and pre- 
judiced me much in its favour. A young man, alter being a 
confiderabie time under water, was expoied in his wet clothes 
to the cold «ir for the fpace of an hour before any means could 
be ufed to reftore him — artificial Sion warmth, the 
tobacco giifter, volatiles thrown into the ftumach, frictions, 
and various leffer ftimuli, were employed near an hour, with- 
out the leait benefit or alt-ration: eleétricity was then applied, 
and fhocks {ent through in every poflible direction ; the mufcles 
through which the fluid paffed were thrown into ftrong con- 
tractions, nearly as violent as 1s ufually obterved in healthy 
people : this extraordinary appearance recurred as often ag the 
electricity was appiied, for the fpace of two hours, that is, four 
hours from the time he fell overboard, and, 1 have no doubr, 
from the ume his‘palfatien and breathiag flopped ; a‘ter« hich 
period its effect cceafed, and no ateration whitever could be 

produced. Since this accident, I have conftantly had recourfe 
a the fame agent in every fimilar cafe : in general it has been 
attended with the fame effefis ; but in one perfon, whom there 
was afterwards rea!on to believe had been fone hours in the 
water, in intenfely celd weather, not the leaft motion whatever 
could be effected.’ 

¢ My experiments upon animals coincide entirely with the 
above appearances. In no one inftance did eiectricity fail in 
renewing the action of thofe mufcles through which it was di- 
rected, for a confiderable time after the vital actiens had ceafed : 
and when its effeét was loft, not the moit gentle or the moft 
powerful ftimuli, neither oil ‘of vitriol or the knife, nay, not 
even the actual cautery itielf, could cilect the moft trifling alter- 
ation in the mufcular tibres. . 

‘ From thefe confiderations it appears to me, that the elec- 
trical fhock is to be admitted as the teft, or difcriminating cha- 
racteriftic, of any remains of animal life ; ; and fo long as that 
produces contractions, may the perfon be faid to be in a recover- 
able flate ; but when that effect has ceafed, there can no doubt 
remain of the party being abfolutely and pofitively dead” 


The 
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The method of recovery feems to us very little advanced by 
the fpeculations of authors, the prizes beftowed, or even the 
very important lectures on fufpended animation, by the impor- 
tant Dr. Hawes. Of eleétricity we have fome doubts, and not 
a few appreheniions. If our author’s theory be admitted, it would, 
we think, be dangerous ; and, if ever admitted, fhould be applied 
in flight fhocks in the region ofthe diaphragm. We have feen 
it excite the action of the voluntary mufcles, as our author al- 
ledges ; but, though we have been inftrumental in- recovering 
fome cafes, we never could perceive the efficacy of electricity. 
Our author difapproves alfo of tobacco-glyfters, and we think 
entirely with him on this fubje‘t. He {peaks of aromatic efflu- 
via; but now we are on the fubjet, we will mention a thought 
which juft occurs, without any apology, but requefting that it 
may be confidered fully before it be employed.—If the faw-dutt 
of deal, or chips of that wood, which are always at hand, were 
lighted and put in the box ufually employed to hold tobacco, its 
fumes might be ufeful. They are very ftimulating ; and if the 
abforbents or arteries retain any part of their irritability, this 
oil may reach the glands of the lungs, as well as the kidneys: in 
fhort, it is not eafy to convey into the inteitines a more general, 
ora more unfufpeted, or a more ready ftimulus. Vital air Mr. 
Kite thinks of little fervice, becaufe it does not affect the brain : 
we fufpeét, on our fide, it may have fome falutary effect on the 
lungs. Our author thinks it too dear; but, if procured from 
manganefe, it is very cheap: yet manganefe and a proper appa- 
rartus are not always to be obtained for this purpofe. Emetics 
Mr. Kite recommends; but they are fuch as produce a very quick 
action, without naufea, as the white or blue vitriol. Warmth and. 
frictions are alfo indifpenfible remedies. 


‘ Simple friftions, with coarfe cloths or flannels, will in ge- 
neral anfwer the purpofe very well; but they. will be more ef- 
fectual, if hair-cloch or brufhes are made ufe of. In order, how- 
ever, to derive the greateft advantage from the m, it hi 1s been 
common to make ufe of fome ftimulating medium, as falt—f{pi- 
rits—or the volatile alkali, Frictions with falt (independent 
of the preffurc on the veins) acts merely by its angles fretting 
the fkin and producing pain: but as the faculty of fenfation, 
or the perception of pain, is totally deftroyed, it may juftly be 
doubted whether any yood which may arife trom it, will not 
be counterbalanced by the inconveniences attending its ufe ; 
for if the operation is long continued, it will prove fatiguing to 
the affiftants; and as contiderable excoriations are very foon oc- 
cafioned, it is probable, if the perfon fhould recover, they 
might be attended with unpleafant confequences.’ 


Our author employs ardent {pirits, or volatile alkali ; but. 
thefe, we think, are liable-to the fame inconveniences. , 
The 
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The fuppreffion of the vital powers from hanging is equally 
owing, in our author’s opinion, to apoplexy ; but we have often 
known it owing to diflocation of the vertebrz ; and, in the fud- 
den way, adopted by the ‘unfortunate braves,’ we bclieve it the 
moft common termination. The ftoppage of breathing, and of 
the circulation through the veins, concribute, in fome degree, 
to the event. ‘This is undoubtedly a complicated cafe ; but 
with a view to recovery, our author’s idea is fully fufficient. 
Noxious vapours produce the nervous apoplexy, by their fe- 
dative powers; and fyncope by the fudden lofs of the tenfion 
required, to adapt the nerves and the brain for their feveral 
functions. Lightning lacerates the parts only when in a ercat 
degree. Mr. Kite fuppofes, that its fatal effefts, when its 
power is more flight, nruit arife from its immediately deftroying 
irritability : Dr. Cullen would alledge, in confequence of its 
very violent ftimulus, fucceeded by a proportionate collapfe, 
Some obfervations on the ufe of the trepan in epilepfy, and the 
treatment of thofe children whofe mothers die undelivered, and 
who are extracted by the Cefarian fection after the parents death, 
are fubjoined. Our author urges the laft operation, when there 
is the fmalleft chance of the life of the child, if the mother’s 
death is indifputable. 

The Appendix contains a defcription of a pocket cafe of in- 
ftruments for the recovery of thofe apparently dead, illuftrated 
with plates ; and we find, in this volume, many ufeful tables 
for giving the refult of numerous cafes from infpettion only. 
On the whole, we have been much pleafed and much informed 
by Mr. Kite’s work, which truly deferved the prize which it 
received. 





Sermons on various interefling Subje&s. By the Rev. Fefbua 
Morton. 8vo. 6s. in Boards. Dilly. 


E know not if Mr. Morton be a young man; but he has 
one of the failings cf a young man, a fondnefs for ex- 
tended pathetic defcriptions, and for amplifying the fimple mo- 
deft narratives of {cripture with all the parade of a modern fen- 
timentalift. The fault occurred very early ; and we fhall feleét 
the firft ftriking inftance in the recovery of the Widow’s Son of 
Nain: — it is impoflible for words to be more fimple, more in- 
terefting and more pathetic than thofe of the Evangelift. ‘ He 
was the only fon of his mother, and fhe was a widow.’ 


¢ Here is a funeral with a long train of mourners; a widow 
follows, and follows under allthofe circumftancesof diftrefs, which 
could poffibly confpire to render her inconfolable. Her hufband 
was gone—gone to the fpot, it is probable, unto which her fon 
was 
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was now conveying. Her fon did fay ? There was fomething 
more. He was the only fon of hismothcr ! The {ingle pledge 
of virtuous affection, in whom fhe had feen his father’s image 
reflected ; the ftaff ofher old age ;. the only—the laft comfort 
of her life! There was no child left to footh her anguish, or 
to divert the current of her woe! He was the only fon of 
his mother, and fhe was a widow! Inthe progrefs of this me- 
lancholy proceffion, Jefus drew near the gate of the city.’ 


There are many fimilar inftances, particularly in the Sermon 
on Abraham’s faith. There are a few errors of another kind, 
viz. a familiar and colloquial expreflion, unworthy the fubjeét, 
and unfuitable to the general tenour of the language. We fhall 
fele&t one inftance only of this kind ; and indeed we have not 
found many: it is inthe XVIIIth Sermon, on the refurre@ion, 
‘ the fact really was,’ fays our author, ‘ that the angels of God 
proved too much for the Roman foldiers’ (p. 292). 

In other refpeéts, thefe Sermons are clear, judicious, and often 
elegant. They ‘do not abound in fcripture-criticifm, abftraé 
reafoning, cr points of fpeculative theology.” Mr. Morton is 
orthodox in all points, and feems occafionally eager to preach 
on the difputed topics of religious myftery. We have often dif- 
approved of thefe fubjeéts in popular difcourfes ; but our author 
conduéts himfelf with propriety ; and religion, in his hands, is 
the mild, chearful companion, not the terrific phantom, which 
holds outer darknefs, and everlaiting punifhment, over the head 
of the trembling finner; which increafes the number of fins, 
and aggravates the horrors of punifhment. 

Thefe Sermons are twenty-three in number, and on mifcel- 
laneous, independent fubjects. We fhall conclude our article 
with a fhort tranfcript, which we offer as the beit general {peci- 
men which we can find of our author’s manner, and lefs con- 


nected than any other which now occurs with the fubjeét of the 
difcourfe. 


¢ You behold, in the cafe of Noah, in the cafe of Lot,- 
in the cafe of Jerufilem, and, in fhoit, in every cafe, how 
unlikely popular opimion is to guide us rightly. 

¢ The world in general are fatisfied, in the important con- 
cerns of religion, with the fafhionable fentiments and the pre- 
vailing practices of thofe around them. Even thofe who efleem 
themfelves Chriftians, will not be at any pains to examine the 
gofpel of Chrift; and therefore, when the indifpenfable requi- 
tites to make a Chriftian are prefled upon them under the fanc- 
tion of this authority, we feem to them like thofe who mack, 
when we offer them the doétrine of Jefus Chrift to eftablith the 
neceflity of converfion : when we aflure them that no merely 
exterior exercifes, .no forms, no céremonies, no profeffions will 
avail, -if there is not’‘a renovation of the heart : when we tell 
tell them, in the exprefs words of our Saviour, that no man 
can 
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can come unto the Father but by him ; that unlefs finners re- 
pent they muft perifh: when we place before them the tre- 
mendous confequences of living and dying in a ftate of fin ; the 
fad end of thofe who love this prefent world in preference to 
that which is to come; the final mifery of all who are lovers of 
pleafure more than lovers of God : the whole is mere matter of 
amufement ; we feem to them like thofe who mock.’ 





The Prowerbs of Solomon tranflated from the Hebrew. By Ber- 
nard Hodgfon, LL.D. 4to. 35. fewed. Elmfley. 


O Dr. Hodgfon we have been already indebted for a very 
accurate tranflation of Solomon’s Song, which we exami- 
ned in our LXIId volume. He has now direéted his atten- 
tion to the Proverbs, and very properly obferves, that they 
contain much juft obfervation on human life ; much valuable 
inftruction and perfuafive exhortations to virtue and religion. 
In many refpects the common verfion may be amended, and 
we are now particularly invited to works of this kind, fince 
we have received the valuable collations of Dr. Kennicot. 

If we examine the book of Proverbs with the eye of general 
criticifm, we fhall find it to confift of three diftiné&t kinds of 
Inftru&tion. In the firft chapters, the infiructions are more ge- 
neral and more connected ; they are not the produétion of 
one climate or of one age; but fo uniform is depravity, fo 
undeviating is licentioufnefs in its objects, that they are as 
well adapted ‘to the prefent moment, as to the days of Solomon 
and the city of Jerufalem. At the tenth chapter begin what 
in our Janguage may be more ftri@lly called Proverbs or maxims; 
and in the ealtern flyle, as former critics have juftly obferved, 
they confift of two lines, of which the fecond forms a conti- 
nuation, a confirmation, an exception, or a contraft. We 
quote from the tranflation before us. 

¢ A wife fon maketh his father rejoice ; 

Buta fon whois foolifh afflicteth his mother.” Chap. x. v1. 

* As vinegar to the teeth, and fmoke to the eves ; 

So is the loiterer to thofe w ‘ho fend him.’ Chap..x. v. 26. 


¢ Awicked man, when dying, is deftitute of hope, 
And his expectation of courage faileth. Chap. xi. v. 7. 


The firft inftance is obvioufly the ufual one of a contraft ; 
and in the two next, the fame fentiment is as obvioufly con- 
tinued. In the following there is an evident confirmation of 
the firft line in the fecond. ! 


¢ A juft man pei preeminence over his neighbour ; 
For the path of the wicked leadeth them aftray.’ Ch, xii. v. 26. 
There 
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There are very few inftances of an exception, a kind of pro- 
verb which critics have not hitherto noticed: yet it fometimes 
occurs, particularly in the following paffage. 


‘ The lips of the wife winnow knawledge ; 
Not fo, doth the heart of fools.” Chap.xv. v. 7. 


From the zoth to the 25th chapter, this antithetical form 
is lefs obvious, though it occafionally occurs. From the 25th 
to the 30th the collection is fupplemental ; and the 30th and 
31ft chapters are evidently not the work of Solomon. The 
former is the produétion of Agur, and the latter of the mo- 
ther of Lemuel. 


A {pecimen of our author’s tranflation we fhall felec&t from 
the fixth chapter, though all thefe chapters on general fubjects 
are admirable, and it is difficult to choofe. 


‘ My fon, ifthou have been bondfman for thy friend, 
If thou have ftricken hands for a ftranger, 
Thou art holden by the words of thy mouth, 
By the words of thy mouth art thou bound. 
Do this now, my fon, and get free ; 
Since now thou art engaged for thy friend: 
Go proftrate thyfelf to the earth ; 
And till thou extricate thy friend 
Give not tleep to thine eyes, 
Nor flumber to thine eyelids. 
Efcape like a doe from the toil, 
And like a bird from the hand of the fowler. 
Go to the ant thou fluggard, 
Confider her ways, and be wife. 
Who though fhe have neither governor, 
Overfeer, nor director, 
Layeth up in the fummer her food, 
In the harveft floreth up her provifion. 
O fluggard, how long wilt thou lie? 
O, when from thy fleep wilt thou rife ? 
A little moré fleep, a little more flumber, 
A little more folding of hands to reft, 
And thy poverty fhall come asa traveller, 
And thy watt as anarmed man. ” 
A man of Belial, a man of iniquity, 
Walketh in deceitfulnefs of mouth : | 
He winketh with his eyes, he fpeaketh with his feet, 
He inftructeth with his fingers. 
Treachery is in his heart ; he devifeth mifchief ; 
For ever {preadeth he diffenfions. 
Suddenly.therefore fhall his deftruction come, 
Suddenly fhall he be crufhed, he fhall not efcape,’ } | 
Vou. LXVII. Feb. 1789. ° * I Th¢ 
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The critical reader will fee at once, that in our difficulty 
of felection, we have chofen a chapter that affords more than 
one inftance of new tranflations: bat for thefe we muft turn 
to the notes. The third yerfe is very confiftently rendered, 
though at firft the ‘reading will appear fomewhat forced and 
improbable. We fhall] felect our author’s reafons; they are 
very fhort. 


‘93 fince. Prov. v. 23. Jofh. ii. 12. 

‘ hand. By hand, is here meant engagement ; which 
was made by the itriking of the hands, as mentioned in the firft 
verfe of this chapter. — 

‘rill. «Sam, xiv. 24. Gen. xviii. 5. 

€ AI or AM fee MSS. If. lx. 5. One MS, reads here 
SM} to enlarge. Exod. xxxiv. 24. at liberty. Pf. cxix. 


Perhaps the change of ‘ from’ the hand,’ to ‘ from the toil,’ 
in the fifth verfe, is a little arbitrary. The proper meaning 
of “TD is certainly * hand,’ and the ellipfis is nct very violent, 
when the hunter is fupplied. At-all events, the meaning ex- 
tradied from the Arabic is unreafonably forced. In another 
part, Dr. Hodgfon’s interpretation is changed without fufhi- 
cient authority. It is in the fifth verfe of the fifth chapter, 
where thé Englith Bible reads ‘ her fteps take hold on hell.’ 
He obferves, 


¢ Her fteps take hold on hell. 

‘JINW is here tranflated, ** hel,” but not rightly. For 
by ‘* hell” is generally underftood, the place of torment ; 
whereas this word means that place in which the body is con- 
fumed by worms, the grave. Job. xvil. 13. That part of the 
earth into which the roots of trees ftrike. Ezek xxxi. 16,, When 
Jonah was in the whale’s belly, he is faid to have been in binw. 
Jon. ii. 3 

‘ Her fteps lead on to the tomb.’ 

It could not, we think have efcaped him, that hell, in our 
old language, meant only a concealment, a covered place, 
and fometimes the tomb. In the Nicene Creed, our Saviour 
is faid to have * defcended into hell,’ rather the grave, certain- 
ly not a place of torment: and in the Weft, we are credibly 
informed, the word is ftill preferved. They call tiles healing, 
or as it was formerly fpelt, helling ftones, and the tiler is ftill 
called commonly ahellier. The root, and the words derived 
from it, meant, as we ‘have faid, a covered place, and from 
thence, only the tomb. be 

It is impoffible, nor can it be expected, that we fhall point 
out every inftance in which our author has reftored proper and 
tonfiftent, confequently probable, readings: two or three 
ma? 
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may be mentioned. As the cold of fnow in the time of har- 
veit, &c. Dr. Hodgfon reads, ‘ as a can of fnow,’ &c. for the 
original word in 2 Chronicles xxv. 5. and Pfalm xxxv. 2. 
means a fhield ; and we believe, in the curta fupellex of a 
warlike nation, the fhield was often employed in domeftic 
purpofes: at any rate, the change is inconfiderable and pro- 
per. In the twenty-fecond verfe of the fame chapter, viz. 
xxv. © thou fhalt heap coals of fire upon his head,’ is a paflage 
which has puzzled various commentators. Some have looked. 
fo deep for the meaning, as to confider it as a metaphor taken 
from the power of a reverberatory furnace, where the fire acts 
upon the metal, and is raifed over it, by which it is melted 
more effectually. It is better to try the power of philology in 
melting down this difficulty, for the reverberatory furnace was 
not probably then ufed in its prefent form. The word tranf- 
lated ‘ coals of fire,” meansin different paflages of the Old Tef- 
tament, a cenfer fullofcoals: and the word tranflated ‘ reward,’ 
may, in our author’s opinion, be more properly rendered 
‘ peace offering.’ By your merciful condué& then to your 
enemy, fays Solomon, you raife a cenfer of holy fire on his 
head, and on this altar you make a peace-offering for your 
fins. 


© So fhalt thou place on his heada cenfer full of fire, 
And the Lord will accept the peace-offering of thee.’ 


This metaphor muft have been very plain to thofe who were 
familiarized to the offerings of the temple; and the critical 
fire, is, we think, lefs violent, as well as more effectual, than 
the fire of the melting furnace. 

‘ Though thou fhouvldft bray a fool in a mortar, among 
wheat, with a peftle,’ our author tranflates with ftrict accuracy 
and more couiiftently, 

¢ Though thou fhouldft chaftife a fool in the grinding-houfe, 
Amidft the workers at the grift.’ : 

The barren womb, one of thofe things which is faid in 
chap. xvi. 30. not to be fatisfied, our author thinks is the bird 
of prey, called in Leviticus and Deuteronomy the gier-eagle. 
It is the vulture eagle, the yysraietos of Ariftotle, vultur pe- 
renopterus of Linnzus S. N. 123. the perenoptere of Buffon. 
It is a rare and ravenous bird, ftill found in the mountains of 
Greece, and the neighbouring parts of Afia*, but in no 
great numbers.—The criticifm on the horfeleach, chap. xxx. 
15. for, its fingularity we muft tranfcribe. 


‘15. The horfeleach hath two daughters, crying, , pive, give. 
There are three things that are never are fatisfied, yea, four 
things fay not,. it is. enough.” 


* It occurs alfo in Aigypt, ‘and is — by Haffelquit. 
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As we have given fo ample an account of Dr. Hodgfon’ s la- 
boars, we heed not fay that we think them very important. : 
They are fteps.to a more.accurate tranflation of the Bible, 
which is greatly wanted, if not for popular ufe, at leait for 

ilologifts lefs converfant with the Hebrew ; and Dr. Geddes, 
with fuch affiftance as he has received, will, we doubt not, ex- 
ecute his projected taf with equal accuracy and elegance. 





Fhe Hiftory of the Effects of Religion-on Mankind; tn Countries 
ancient and modern, barbarous and civilized. By the Rev. 


Edaward Ryan, B. D. “8v0, 5s. in Boards. Rivingtons. 


‘a fae entertaming and inftru€tive volume owed its firft ex- 
iftence to a_prize offered in the univerfity of Dublin, in 
1775, for a * Differ tation on the Influence of Religion on Ci- 
vil Socicty.?- Our author gained the prize; and, with the ad- 
ditions made to it fince that period, his Effay has increafed to 
the bulk of three of&tavo volumes. The firft only lies before 
us; and we may probably expect the two others in fucceffion. 
The title of the prize-differtation fufficiently explains our au- 
thor’ s objet; and, in this firft volume, we find a detail of the 
influence of religion on the Pagans, the Jews, the Chriftians, and 
the Mahometans. On the whole, we do not find much novelty 
in this work, either in the faéts or in the refleétions : the author 
wants a clear and comprehenfive mind: he can give a pleafing 
and informing detail, for his information is extenfive; but a maf- 
iterly view of the fubje entire feems to be beyond his reach : 
perhaps, in the fubfequent volumes, this defect may be fupplied. 
In the eftablifhment of civil fociety it was foon found that pe- 
nal laws were very infufficient fecurities without an authorit y of 
a higher kind; fome thing which, from its obfcurity and fan@tity, 
would influence and intereft the mind ina greater degree than 
punifhment, fomething which. fhould allure more effeCtually than 
temporary rewards. For this reafon the firltlegiflators called in 
the afliftance of religion, and-eftablithed their own codes of divi- 
nity. In the earlier ages, however, the tue religion, fan&tioned by 
the divine interpofition, and fixed, on the minds of Noah and his 
defcendants, by the fingular interpeftion of God in their favour 
and prefervation, was diffufed over thofe portions of the earth 
‘where his family extended their courfe. Itsinfluence was for a 
dime. beneficial; butiit was -foon forgotten, and left the world to 
the interefted defigns of legiflators, ior. to the depravity of Pa- 
ganifm. ‘lhe origin of Paganifm, our author thinks, with the 
abbe le, Pluche, was in Egypt; and thatit was owing to their 
Aymbolical 5 ipages. ,He is.in part right ; but itwas-owing in a 
greater —_ to the errors of the Greeks,. who. ‘mifunderitood 
cm ee g rae 
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‘and mifreprefented not only the fymbols but the cuftoms of the 
Egyptians: in fome inftances too we muft agree with Brucker, 
that they deified men; from whofe example, inftructions, or 
knowledge they had derived fingular benefit. - It is impoffible 
to trace a mafs fo complicated, patts fo numerous and varied, to 
_a fingle fource. The conneétion of the Heathen mythology with 
the Hebrew narratives is certainly imaginary : the fimilarity, of 
the names and offices of Tubalcain and Vulcan feems alone to 
have fuggefted it; and thefe perfons may be allowed to be the 
fame, without adding any great fupport to this theory, or in- 
jury to the other. 

Whatever may have been the origin of Papeaitih; its effects 

‘were’ highly injurious to the welfare of civil-fociety, by thenu- 
merous feftivals which it introduced, as well as by the indecent 
rites which were allowed in thefe feftivals. ‘They are defcribed 
in their falleft enormities, and the picture is greatly overcharg- 

ed: it is impoffible, from it, to fuppofe any man virtuous, or 
any woman chafte, who, lived within the pale of this religion. 

Thefe faéts muft, however,.be, taken with: many allowances; 
and if there are wicked men and licentious women, they will not 
want the. floralia, .on the feiiivals of Venus to gratify their de- 

 fires.; On'the contrary; theexiftence of thefe feftivals will not 
render thofe: wicked! who perceive the beaaty of virtue, andthe 

neceffity of preferving’ it, if civil fociety’is to be fupported. 
The morality of Paganifm was, however, higher than our aw- 

thor feems ‘to think, though’ far below the purity of the Chriftian 

difpenfation ; ‘and he is.at laft compelled almoft to confefs, that 

| the Pagan lawgivers ineulcated fome yirtues. That the m yf- 
teries of Paganifm were often ftate-engines; and that the. con- 

fidence which a belief inthe auguries infpired, was often ufeful 

. in eftablihhing them by. faccefs, we can readily believe. But 

the tale of: Woden migrating to the North, and from a warrios 
becoming a deity, is'too: crude and idle for an’ ‘enquirer ‘of our 

’ author’s'credit and abilities: 

-The- fecond feétion’is on ‘the’ effels of ‘Jodaifin. Motes, 
Mr. Ryan fuppofes, hada defign of recommending a pute 
and more metaphyfical form of worfhip, till he perceived the 

tendency of the Ifraelites to fuperftition and idolatry. His reli- 


gion was confequently loaded with ceremonies, with an inten- 





an 


jdolatry by the, inftitutions themfeives, or by the times on which 
they-were celebrated. ‘Temporal rewards were inftituted with 

the fame views ; and Mr. Ryan traces their-effedts in the periods 

pf the judges and the kings. He aftetwards endeavours to ex- 

‘plain the tendency of other‘rites, which had no connection with 
religion, morals, or polity. We fhall fele a paflage or two 
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tion.of interefting the minds by their forms, ,and counteraGting | 
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from this part of the work, which, we think, are favourable 
{pecimens, of our author’s ingenuity. 


‘ It is difficult to explain the reafons of the Jewifh rites and 
precepts at this diftance of time;.as many of them allude to 
cufloms which prevailed in the days of Mofes, and which are 
now unknown to us, from our ignorance of antiquity. If we 
can, in many inftances, vindicate the wifdom of thefe laws, for 
the times when, and the perfons to whom thcy were prefcribed ; 
it will appear unreafonable to condemn them in other cafes, 
‘where we have not equal evidence of their wifdom and expe- 
‘dience. It will now appear that fome rites and precepts of the 
law, though uneffential in them{elves, were extremely ufeful, 
and even neceflary, for retaining the worfhip of the true God, 
preferving the Ifraelites a diftinét people, and for guarding them 
againft the idolatries of furrounding neighbours. Maimonides 
athrms, that ancient idolaters befmeared their victims with ho- 
“ney, in order to render them palatable to their gods and depart- 
ed heroes: Spencer thinks that Mofes was induced by this prac- 
tice to prohithe 6fering honey unto the Lord; left men fhould 
‘fuppofe that he was delighted with things acceptable to the 
Heathen gods. The rite of boiling a kid in its mother’s milk 
was prattifed by the Pagans in the myfteries of their demons ; 
-they fuppofed thefe demons to be delighted with the broth, and 
ofprinkled their trees, fields, and orchards with it in a magical 
“way, that they might produce plentifully the enfuing year. 
Mofes prohibited the cuttom of feething a kid in its, mother’s 
milk ; to abolifh or prevent this fuperftitious practice, and not to 
refirain cruelty, as fome commentators have vainly imagined. 
Pagan priefls wore garments mixed of linen and woollen, to ex- 
prefs their gratitude tocertain demons for their benign influence 
“over their flax and fleep ; and to fecure their protection to their 
‘fields and flocks. ‘The lawgiver therefore forbade his people to 
‘wear linen and woollen together; in order to remove the mif- 
“take, that his\people were indebted for thefe bleffings to ftars or 
ademons. ‘That-heterogeneous mixtures of linen and woollen 
swere marks of idolatry, and infiruments of fuperflition, appears 
from this circumftance ; that Hebrew priefts and laymen might 
wear both in thefervice of the tabernacle or temple, where they 
-yan no rifque of fallingintp idolatry” 

-. == He oppofed diametrically fome Gentile inftitutions, to 
render the Ifraelites odious to Pagans; while he complied with 
the prejudices of “his own people in trifling inftances, that they 
“might not reject his more rigid, fevere, and rational doétrines, 
Tt is not inconfiftent with the fanctity of God to admit into his 
‘fervice rites made ufe of in Pagan worfhip, provided they are 
improved ; juft as a pious king might accept of the honours paid 
tovatyrant, and as Heathen temples have been converted into 
Chriflian churches. I¢ muft readily be admitted that the Jew- 
j-h legiflator repeatedly forbids his people to have any commerce 
with Gentiles, or to adopt their manners; but fuch paflages 
3 only 
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only condemn idolatry, impurity, and every thing that clafhes 
with good morals, and the belief of one God: and ancienc 
Jews admitted feveral Heathen rites, which did not militate: 
againft morality, and the worthip of the Deity.’ 


- The Mofaic inftitutions our author confiders as temporary on- 
ly: but, im their tendency and effects, fuperior to the rites and 
cuftoms of the Pagans, which may be eafily fuppofed, fince they 
were of divine authority. That the Jewith difpenfation was 
not more perfect, that fome crimes remained, and fome virtues: 
or doétrines were not infifted on or explained, Mr. Ryan ac- 
counts for, from its being preparatery to another more perfe& 
revelation. The utility of the Mofaic writings in hiftory and: 
chronology may be allowed ; but that the Mofatc account of the 
creation has a tendency to remove fome of the errors of natural- 
its is not equally admiffible. That Mofes defcribes what may 
have been fuppofed to happen as facts, dnd that he has not 
amufed himfelf with conftruGting theories, would not have leffen- 
ed the number of theorifts, unlefs thefe facts had been clear, 
indifputable, and confiftent. We have now pafied the period of 
contention for the truth of the philofophy of the Scriptures ; 
and Mr. Ryan had before given a better reafon for the Mofaic 
cofmogony, that it was defigned to obviate one of the dogmas 
of Paganifm, the eternity of the world. The Hebrews and 
Heathens relate the fame facts; and this part of the feGtion, 
which contains the parallel paflages of their refpective hiftories 
and doétrines, is very clear, ingenious, and fatisfactory. It is 
pretty certain that the Heathens borrowed much of their ancient 
hiftory, and fomewhat of their mythology from the Hebrews; but 
it is more doubtful that they borrowed any part. of their religi- 
ous opinions. ‘This fection concludes with proving that the Mo- 
faic !aw did not allow of human facrifices, and with fhowing 
that, in the eleétion of the Hebrews there was no mark of di- 
vine partiality, fince their numerous diftreffes and captivities 
feem rather to prove that they were frequently objects of the 
divine punifhment. 

The third part relates to the Chriftian difpenfation; and our 
author purpofes to evince its influence by a recital of its doctrines, 
‘and of the pernicious effets which have attended a violation of 
its precepts. ‘The excellence of its doétrines, we hope, wants 
not our affiftance ; moral precepts, which have commanded ref- 
pect even from Deifts, require no new euiogium. If, therefore, 
we are more concife in our account of this fe¢tion, it proceeds 
rather from there being littie neceflity of doing more than very 
briefly analyfing Mr. Ryan’s plan. The focial and moral doc- 
trines of the gofpel are calculated; in his opinion, and it appears 
from facts that they are fo, not only to inculcate the pureit po- 
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fitive moral conduét, but to’ check the cruelty and revenge fe 
congenial to barbarous and uncivilized ftates: From an ‘inat- 
tention to the precepts of the gofpel, the moft enormous bar- 
barities and the worft injuftice has arifen. In our author’s facts, 
too much ftrefs feems to be laid on €xaggeratcd accounts of 
cruelty i in the Eaft and Weft Indies : he tranfcribes, without dif- 
crimination of authorities, and blackens his picture by the co- 
lours of eager partizans. Enough would remain, independent 
of thefe extravagant portraits, to prove his own pofition. The 
frauds and fuperftitions of the Pagans of the prefent zra are co- 
pioufly detailed, with the fame view~of proving the excellence 
of Chriftianity ; and it is concluded in general, that there is no 
better criterion’of a falfe religion, than by obferving that it 
depends on the juggles and the frauds of the priefts. 

The remainder of the feétion is employed i in fhewing how far 
the Chriftian fyitem has tended'toimprove the morals of. man- 
kind in the civilized ftates, and to abolifh barbarous pra€tices in 
uncivilized ones. Among the former advantages are, the abo- 
Jition.of polygamy and divorce; the mitigation ‘of fervitude ; 
the prefervation of juftice, and the mitigation of fiercenefs, 2s 
well as the eagernefs for war; the abolition of barbarous and 
criminal practices, the fights of the gladiators, human facri- 
fices, and various cruelties, in different parts of the-world. At 
the fame time ‘it contributed to diffufe knowledge, advance 
learning, to.render its profelytes tender, charitable, true, ho- 
neft, patient, conitant, and chafte ; to correét pride and vanity, 
and reform the unjuft and cruel laws. The earlier Chriftians 
were accufed of inceft and:devouring infants; of being atheifts 
and authors of public calamities; ofturbulence; of being poor, 
ignorant, and ufelefs members of fociety: all thefe accufations 
their earlier defenders Have fatisfatorily obviated ; and they 
have proved alfo the purity, the reformation of the manners of 
the new converts, which fome of their antagonifts have reluc- 
tantly confirmed.: On Mr. Gibbon’s Statement of the Advari2 
tages and Difadvantages of Chriftianity ; and on Dr. Prieftley, 
who, in his Eftimation on this fubject, has not properly diftin- 
guifhed the effets of the Chriftian difpenfation from the cor- 
rupters of its {pirit and tendency, Mr. Ryan adds a few ani- 
madverfions. Dr. Prieftley’s View is, he thinks, partial and 
incomplete. v By SP ER AAS GREE a RSG «08 

The laft fection is on the religion of Mahomet, an inftitution 
which Mr. Ryan confiders as beneficial to mankind, fo far as it 
was borrowed from the Jewith and Chriftian inftitutions, though, 
in other refpects, a mafs of abfurdity, inconfiftency, and con-’ 
tradiction. . He gives a ‘fhort hiftory of Mahomet, of the pro- 
grefs: of his religion and his arms, {ubjects pretty nearly united. 
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On this point we have Jately followed the elegant hiftorian of 
the Roman ‘empire, whofe accuracy on this fubje& is by no 
means inconfiderable. We-cannot'go over the fame ground, 

and recapitulate events which our author has crouded too clofe- 
ly, and circumftances, though of little importance, which he > 
has accafionally mifrepreferited: Our account of Mahomet may- 
be found in p. 264 of the laft volume; of the progrefs of his 
arms in p. 425, &c. and.the effect of his religion on the inha- 
bitants of Arabia is fketched fhortly and comprehenfively in p. 
266, Ourauthor, in general, agrees in-the fame opinien ; and, 

though that article was written fometime fince, we have found no» 
reafon to change our fentiments. . The contraft of the -dofrines 
and the characters of Chrift and Mahomet is clear and pointed ¢’ 
we need not fay on which fide the balance turns. Mahometan- 
ifm fixes defpotic power; but the poffeffions of individuals are 
fafe by annexing them to the church ; botli the maxims of the 
church and flate, mm our author’s opinion, fetter the mind, and 
check the progrefs of knowledge. We ought in juttice to fele& 
Mr. Ryan’s obfervations, in oppofition to. Mr. Gibbon’s. opi-: 
nion, on the burning of the Alexandrian library, becaufe we: 
have faid that we believe the arguments to be jut; and we muft 


fill own, that Mr. Gibbon’s opinion is. not, we think, very 
powerfully impeached, 


¢ Renadot doubts the burning of the library at Alexandria ;. 
and the. hiftorian of ‘the Roman empire abfolutely denies the 
fact, for the following reafons.. ‘The tefiitnony of. Abulphara- 
gius, who relates that difafter, ard who brig fix hundred 
years after Omar, is "overbalanced by the filence of Eutychius 
and Elmacin, both Chriftians, and natives of Eyypt. But 1 
cannot comprehend why Mr. Gibbon fhould oppote the filence. 
of thefe men to the pofitive’ affertion of Abulpharagius, who 
wrote a hiltory that dées honour to his memory, ‘and who. was. 
more unexceptionable in his character and teftimony than either of, 
thefe annalifts. The former of them, when patriarch of Alex- 
andria, was hated by his people; and relates feveral things not 
to be found elfewhere, together with many lying and fabulous 
wonders. Hence the hittorian of the Roman empire might 
eafily have perceived why an author, accuitomed to relate new 
and marvellous events, was likely to be filent about the well- 
known fast of the burning of the library. Elmacin, having 
filled a poft of diftinéton and truft under Mahometan' princes, 
muft reafonably have been attached to their religion and gox 
vernment. He calls the impoftor himfelf Mahomet of glorious 
memory, emperor of the farhful, and his followers the ortho- 
dox : fo that, if nota Mahameétan, he muft have been a time- 
ferving Chriftian, and unlikely to relate a fact difgraceful to 
Omar, one of the mo renowned. of the caliphs, ¢¢ They, 
fays Bay le, who confider the meafures Elmacin was obliged to 
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keep in his high office, will not think ‘it ftrange, that he fpeaks 
honourably of the caliphs; and never -difrefpedifully of the 
Mahometan religion. Another reaton why Mr. Gibbon denies 
the burning of the library, is the inconfifiency of fuch conduct 
with certain opinions of Mahometan, cafuiis, who allow the 
faithful to read profane authors, and.do not fuffer the books of 
Jews or Chriftians to be burned,: from a refpect; which they 
entertain for the name of God. But let me afk, whether thefe 
Opinions were entertained in the time .of Omar? and whether 
it is not abfurd to fuppofe this caliph to be acquainted with 
Mahometan cafuiftry, which did not prevail until atter his time ? 
Even this hiftorian admits, that fome cafuifts were, on other 
eccafions, extremely illiberal; and condemned fome caliphs 
who were encouragers of learning. ‘ Superitition, fays he, 
was alarmed at the introduétion even of abitraét {ciences; and 
the more rigid doctors of the law condemned the rafh and per- 
nicious curiofity of Almamon.” If fuch men had flourifhed 
in the time of Omar, we cannot doubt but they would encou- 
rage him to, rather than reftrain him from burning the library. 
Mr. Gibbon denies the bad effefts which are fuppoied to have 
arifen from that event; fince thofe claifics have been fpared 
which Quintilian enumerates, and to which the fuffrage of an- 
tiquity has adjudged the firft place of genius and glory. ‘¢ The 
contempt of the Greeks for barbaric fcience, fays he, would 
fcarcely admit the Indian or Ethiopic books into the library of 
Alexandria; nor is it proved, that philofophy has fuftained 
any real lefs from the exclufion of them.’”? But furcly Quin- 
tilian does not pretend to enumerate all books of genius, judg 
ment, or information, in the ancient world: he is filent abour 
the works of the Egyptians, Chaldeans, Indians, and Pheni- 
cians, from whom the Greeks borrowed, though with many of 
their writings they muft have been little acquainted. Is it pro- 
bable that the Greeks, who were netorious plagiaries, would 
exclude trom their libraries the. writings of Barbarians, from 
whom they derived knowledge, while they affecied to defpife 
them? If thefe writings were admitted and confumed by the 
flames, the lofs of them to literature might be lamented, but 
cannot be afcertained,’ ‘ 


Among the other bad effects of Mahometanifm, Mr. Ryan 
mentions the doctrine of predeftination, revenge, iiliberality, 
and extortion. The feétion concludes with fome other circum- 
ftances which. the religion of Mahomet has influenced, that 
cannot be numbered among inconveniencies or excellencies.—We 
muft now wait for the fucceeding volumes; but we muft not 
leave the firft without adding, that our author is in many refpeéts 
entitled to our approbation : we could with only. that the infor- 
mation he is fo capable of affording, was delivered fometimes 
Jefs in detail, and more comprehenfively ; that without aiming 
at accumulating a large mafs, he would diftingnifh between good 
and doubtful authorities. 

Difcourfes 
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Difcourfes on different Subje&s. By the Rev. Richard Polwhele. 
2 Vols. 8v0. 75. 6d. in Boards. Cadell. 


HESE Difcourfes, for the author has profeffed that he chufes 
not to call them fermons, are of a mifcellaneous nature, though 
chiefly intended to illuftrate ‘ the fpirit of our holy religion.” We 
have been more attentive to them fince, as we lately obferved, 
Mr. Polwhele has attempted the arduous work of an hiftory of 
Devonfhire; the propofals for which, with the outlines of a vai 


and laborious plan, we received, with the volumes before us._ 


We with the author health and fpirits to purfue it. 

The prefent Difcourfes are clear in their views, perf{picuous in 
‘their language, and pure in the doétrines which they inculcate. 
‘They contain no deep difquifitions, no recondite criticifm ; but 
are fuch as may, with propriety and advantage, be phcachad to a 
popular congregation. When we have. given the author’s gene- 
ral account of their fcope and tendency, in the few words we 
have quoted above, it cannot be expected that we fhould follow 
his fteps very clofely. It.will be fufficient if we mention one or 
two of the fermons, lefs conneéted with the plan, with fome 
fhort fpecimens of Mr. Polwhele’s manner. 

The fixth Difcourfe on the univerfality of the Chriftian religion, 
though the principle is not new, we confider as a very advanta- 
geous {pecimen of our author’s ingenuity. ‘ Chriftianity’ is in- 
deed in one and the moft comprehenfive fenfe, ‘ as old as the 
-ereation,’ for its more effential duties were always of equal im- 
portance ; and, fo far as they were clearly afcertained, equally 
obligatory. The prophecies relating to the Jews and Arabs, 
are explained with great clearnefs from their hiftory : they un- 
doubtedly remain, the wandering Arabs we mean, as well as 
the Jews, fignal monuments of the providence of God and of 
-the truth of his prophets. In the defcription of the charatter 
-of' Shimei, we:think Mr. Polwnele lefs fuccefsful ; if the want 
“of fuccefs can be any imputation when the cafe is fo defperate: we 
are rather furprifed at his attempt, for he does not often aim 
_to foar above his powers. Dr. Delany’s tranflation removes all 
‘difficulties, and is undoubtedly the true one : ‘ now therefore, 
‘ neither hold him guiltlefs, zor bring thou down his hoary head 
.* to the grave with blood,’ ‘The conclufion alfo coincides very 
aptly with this tranflation: ‘ thou knoweft what thou oughteit 
£ to do with him.’ , 

The'fermon on the probability of a future ftate, inferred 
from a comparifon of the nature and purfuits of man with thofe 
of inferior animals, is a philofophical difquifitior, for which 
‘Mr. Polwhele feems to have changed his title from fermons, to 
the moré comprehenfive one of Difcourfes. In this difcuffion, 
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our author’s eloquence and zeal has occafionally ran away with 
his philofophy. The longevity of fome animals; the ftories of 
the parental affeftion on the one hand of the pelican, and the 
filial regard of the ftork on the other ; the earth-worm feeding 
on. dead bodies, are fables which our author fhould have difre- 
garded. He has erred in another way ; viz. by depreciating 
the real powers and abilities of man, and not refleCting that a 
ftate of civilization deftroys the inftin&tive exertions even of 
brates. The favourite fpaniel, banifhed to the foreft, and the 
canary bird driven from the aviary, would foon die of hun- 
ger. Even the principle of inftinét and its exertions, he has not 
charagterized with care. We cannot, therefore, wholly agree with 
him in thinking, that thefe great inadequacies “ of our bodies 
were intended by Providence for the exercife of our minds ;’ for 
the converfe of the propofition is- nearer to the triith ; or more 
properly the lofs of the inftinétive principle is owing to that ct- 
vilization, which has given {cope to the exercife of the mental 
principle. The depravities of mankind form no part of the ar- 
gument. Yet we can agree chearfully with our author in his 
conclufion, though it is fcarcely warran'ed by his principles, 
that animals fly from death only in confequence of the fufering 
‘that attends dying ; that we feel an inftinGtive dread from a fu- 
perior principle ; ; that in them we fee only life which terminates 
in this ftate, in ourfelves we are confcious of an immortal foul 
which will furvive it. 

As fpecimens of our author’s language and reafoning, we fhall 
firfl fele& what he fays of Judas Ifcariot. The thought is very 
‘Ingenious, though not new, for we have feen it extended toa 
differtation; but we ought not to fay that it is borrowed, for 
we know not that this eflay was ever publifhed. 


‘ Ona fuppofition indeed: that Judas Ifcariot was our Savi- 
our’s undifguifed adherent, till the very period, , when, feduced 
by gain, -he deferted his Lord, he would, .neverthelefs, had-he 
‘been able, have brought fome {pecific ‘aécufation again{t the 

tion whom he. betr ay yede, Could he have recollected any in- 
confiftencies or imprepricties in a fingle. difcourfe of Jefus, he 
“would doubtlefs havé communicated them to Chrift’s accufers, 
were it only to palliate his own behaviour, by giving an afpect 
of “juttice to his treachery. Tempted and bribed, we doubt 
not, -by-the mot dazzling lures, he was unable to furnifh the 
enemics ef Chriit with the flightett matter of accufation. All 
hecould do, was fimply 10 deliver up his Lord to .perfecution. 
And no fconer had ‘he thus. infamoutly ated, than, penetrated 
_by remorfe of conicience, he peuarncp the price of his i iniquity , 
-publicly confefled:.bis. crime in having betrayed the innocent 
~ bloed,, and deftroyed himfelf in defpair and frenzy. Had he 


:previoutly reprefented our Saviour as guilty of the mofl tri- 
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vial offence, they who heard his recantation would have up- 
braided him with palpable inconfiflency. But the aniwer they 
returned him, directly proves the contrary. 

‘ 1f Judas, then, who was a companion of our Saviour, 
who joined him daily in focial converfe, and might have mark- 
ed his difcourfes more narrowly from a jealous attention to his 
communications with the favoured difciple—if Judas could not 
call to memory one idle word that dropped from our blefled 
Mafter’s tongue, at thofe feafons when the heart is more than 
ufually expanded and the judgment lefs watchful over its warm 
and rapid effufons—when even the moft perfect men are con- 
{cious of having uttered many things which are unfit for the - 
public, and would fhrink from the teft of enquiry—if fuch were 
the cafe, we may triumphantly conclude, that whatever Jefus 
Chrift ‘* had fpoken in the clofet,”’ might have been prociaim- 
ed to his honor ‘ on the houfe-top.” | 


We fhall fele& our author’s very juft and comprehenfive cha- 
raéter of St. Paul and his writings, for it is very fhort. 


« Yet it may be intimated (as a fummary of our preceding 
difcuffions) that among all the preachers of the Gofpel, Sr. 
Paul feems the moft confpicuous example of a fimplicity of 
demeanor and an animated zeal, attempered by wildom and 
learning. 

¢ From the period of his converfion, he appears to have con- 
centrated within himfelf, the unaffe&ed manner that fpeaks the 
genuine heart, and flows only from a confcioufnefs of inno- 
cence ; the eafy accommodation and rapid tranfition of addrefs 
which argues an intuitive knowledge of the human charatter in 
its muliiform appearances ; and an earne{t and impaffioned ac- 
tivity, which acknowledged the corrective power of reafon, and 
the meliorating influence of a Chriftian benevolence,’ 


Thefe volumes, though their divifion into two refembles 
a little the art of the book-maker, add much to Mr. Polwhele’s 
credit, which ftands high alfo on other grounds, particularly in 
the poetical department. We hope that we fhall be able-to pay 
him the fame tribute of applaufe in the more arduous and more 
varied character of an hiftorian. 





Tables of the apparent Places of the Comet of 1661, whofe Re- 
turn is expeded in 1789. To which is added, a new Method 
of ufing the Reticule Rhomboide. By Sir Henry Englefield, 
Bart. F. RS. and F. ALS. 4to. 25. 6d. Elmfly. 


HE comet of 1661 feemed to be the fame with that of 15 32, 

and confequently to have a period of 129 years: it was 
therefore expeéted in the courfe of the prefent year. The time 
of its expected appearance-we fome time fiance fisted from M. 
de la Lande to be about April ; but as in:its.orbit.it yas fabs 
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jected to fome attractions, which were fuppofed capable of ac- 
celerating its motions, aftronomers were advifed to look for it 
about the end of the year 1788, or the beginning of 1789: 
4 pretty general opinion was, that it might be feen in the fouth- 
ern parts of this:\hemifphere near the end of January or the be- 
ginning of February. The former advice, having been widely 
diffeminated, was fuppofed. to, be the refult of the calculation, 
and many have already triumphed at the difappointment of -aftro- 
nomers, without reafon. If inftead of accelerating forces, it has 
met with retarding ones, beyond our caiculation, and fhould 
come in the fummer, a very flight knowledge of its elements 
will fhew, that it will be fcarcely feen at all in thefe northern 
regions : if it has experienced the influence of thefe accelerating 
forces, it can fearcely yet have appeared in the fouth. 

Sir Henry Englefield has calculated the apparent place of the 
comet for every eight days; and it is laid down in the plate an- 
nexed : if it does not arrive at its perihelion in the interval of 
the tabular times, the conftruction with a very flight change 
will be fufficiently exact: if it does, the rules given in this 
pamphlet will enable any ftudious enquirer to make a new one. 


¢ As the orbit of this comet is much inclined to the ecliptic, 
and the line of nodes is not near the point of interfection of its 
orbit with that of the earth, it can never approach very near 
us. ‘The fmallcft diftance poffible is when it paffes the earth’s 
orbit after the perihelion, which happens at forty-four days 
after, when its diftance from the plane of the ecliptic is .4250, 
or about ,ths of the diftance from the fun to the earth. Should 
the earth then be in that point of its orbir, the comet will pafs 
through the north pole of the ecliptic with a rapid appareat 
motion. 

* Its diflance from the earth’s orbit, when it paffes it in de- 
fcending to.the fun, is much greater, being .5g60, or ,$ths of 
the fun’s diftance. ‘This happens forty-feven days betore the 
perihelion. 

* The places of the comet are given for every eighth day 
throughout each period, though in many inttances it will not 
be vifible from,its proximity to the fun, particularly in fum- 
mer, when it will be almoft in fuperior conjunction for a month 
on each fide the peribelion. 

‘ Shculd the earth: be in the line of nodes, and on the fame 
fide when the comet paffes its a‘cending node, it may vifibly 
tranfit the:fun’s difk. . This, however curious, is a- fight -we 
have not much reafon to expect, as fo nice a coincidence of 
circam {tances is very improbabie. 

--€ The defcending node cuts the comet’s orbit far beyond 
the earth. 

‘ From the pofition of the afcending node, the comet cannot 
make any very near approach to Venus ; and the. orbit of Mer- 
cury 
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cury is included in that of the comet, and confiderably nearer 
the fun than the pe:ihelion diftance of the comet.’ 


The tables are calculated on the fuppofition of its coming to its 
perihelion every fixteen days from the 12th of Auguft 1788, to 
the 12th of Auguit 178g; and thefe tables will apply without any 
very great error to the following years. At a given diftance from 
the perihelion on each fuppofition, they give the geocentric lon- 
gitude and latitude; confequently they enable any perfon to 
trace its path with the affiftance of a moderately accurate 
obfervation. 

Anaccount of the tfe of Dr. Bradley’s fyftem of wires, the reti- 
cule rhomboide is, fabjoincd. In our author’s method, it may be 
applied to the obfervation of comets, without being put in an 
equatorial pofition, and with no other preparation than fixing 
the inftrument fteadily. 





A Treatife on Diluents, and an Enquiry into the Difeafes of rhe 
Fluids of the Human Body, to afcertain the Operation of Di- 
luents upon them, vo. 25. 6d, Murray. 


rT He operation of diluents has not yet, we think, been fcien- 

tifically exemined: each author, from his own fyftem, has 
praifed or condemned them ; or each has preferred that kind of 
dilution which his own theory had dictated. Mr. Jamefon has 
confidered the fubje& at fome length, and has accumulated many 
ufeful facts; but we can confider his work as a collection only. 
He has not taken a general comprehenfive view of the whole; 
nor has he connected his facts with fkill. 

He treats of water in general as the means of diluting; and he 
enquires into the effeéts of dilution, the difeafes in which it. is 
ufeful, and in which it is contraindicated, with remarks on its 
adminiftration, and the different forms in which fluids are exhi- 
bited. Mineral waters and fea-water he chiefly confiders as 
diluents ; except where the laxative effects of either may be fup- 
pofed to be fharers in the benefit received. But we fhall fhortly 
give our own fentiments on the fubje&t; and they will compre- 
hend a few of the moft important of Mr. Jamefon’s obferva- 
tions. 

To defcribe the conftituent parts of the blood is unneceflary ; 
but, if to it we apply water only, it will combine with the fe- 
rofity, chiefly from its affinity with the falt with which it is fuf- 
pended. A peculiar management is required to unite it with 
the gluten, or the red particles; a procefs which, in the human 
body, cannot take place. If we apply this chemical view to 
actual practice, we fhall find dilution immediately increafe the 
ferous difcliarges, either of perfpiration or urine, as heat is em- 
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ployed or neglected: in its temporary effects it produces no 
other change on the blood; and its pefmanent ones-are not yet 
clearly eftablifhed. We mutt, therefore, confider dilution as pri- 
marily applied to faline acrimony; and for wafhing out acrid 
matter of this kind it is well adapted. But this view will not 
properly apply to practice ; for, in putrid fever, the proper di- 
luents muft be united with cordials, to fupport the ftrength ; and, 
in fcurvy, if faline acrimony exift, fomething of a more ftimu- 
Tating kind is required. In ardent fevers, dilution may be faid - 
to be neceffary, where no acrimony is evident; but, in this in- 

ftance, the benefit is derived from the fedative power of the 
cold. In inflammatory fevers, and inflammation, it is derived, 

on the contrary, from the warmth of the fluid, and its efficacy 
in fupporting perfpiration: in catarrhs and peripneumony, very 
certainly, from its being almoft a topical fomentation. If, in 
this way, we leffen the influence of diluents, ftri@tly confi- 
dered, we put them, we think, on their true bafis. With ref- 

pect to the attenuation of the blood, our author feems to be of 
our opinion, though he has not very clearly me effed it; and 

e believe it to be true; that an excefs of fluid either lies héavy 

on sae ftomach an unaflimilated load, or immediately paffes off 
in the et 4 fecretions. | 

On the fubject of fcurvy, Mr. Jamefon fstiens much ata lofs, 
from the fact of the blood being buffy. He does not, however, 
reflect, that real tenuity will produce this appearance on the 
fimple principle of flow coagulation, and a confequent fubfidence 
of the red globules, as Mr. Hewfon has clear! y proved. ‘That 
{curvy is not relieved by iimple dilution will be evident, if 
he confiders that the difeafe really originates from a weaknefs of 
the vital folid. We faw lately all the external marks of fea- 
{curvy in a child, who had long drank fea-water for a {crophul- 
ous complaint; but the fymptoms were external only. 

It has been ufual to confider‘common water as crude and im- 
proper for dilution: we believe it is fo, and that it paffes into 
the blood-veffels unchanged, from whence it is fpeedily thrown 
out again. When combined with mucilaginous bodies, it is 
changed by the digeftive organs into mild chyle, and, in that 
cafe only, feems to attenuate the blood in any great degree. 
On the whole, it feldom appears that the blood wants to be at- 
tenuated ; and when that is the cafe, it can feldom be effected 
except by acid liquors, which produce a ¢hemical change on the 
fluids. In melancholy, the-moft probable inftance,- the: fimple 
folids are torpid, and the ferous evacuations few ; the bile is re- 
dundant and ‘acrid; the bowels generally confipated. In this 
cafe, we-can account for the good effects of watery fluids, inde- 
pendent of any dilution-of the blood, * - 3 
“4 In 
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fn dropfy and diabetes, Mr. Jamefon admits of dilution, and 
we think with propriety ; ; for the firftis fcarcely ever injured by 
it; and the fecond is undoubtedly a difeafe of the affimilatory: 
organs, while the feparate unanimalifed chyle in the blood ope- 
rates as an extraneous and injurious fluid on the kidneys. We 
canvot leave this tract without obferving, that it contains many 
little unimportant errors; .but that it may be read with ad- 
vantage, not only by the ftudent, but by the proficient in. me- 
dicine. 


Diverfity. 4 Poem. By Della Crufca. 4t0. 25. ae Bell. 


ELLA CRUSCA, with fome degre: of humour, and we 
think juftice, controverts Mr. Mafon’s polition, ‘ that 
the regularity of lyric poetry conftitutes its merit.” To which 
he replies, * The ufe of the ftrophe, antiftrophe, and epode, 
might do very well formerly at Athens and at Thebes, "Nae, 
having no analogy to our cultoms and manners, need furely 
never be introduced; unlefs, in fomeg birth-day fong, when the 
accompanyment of dancing might be the means of exhibiting 
In a fair point of view the activity and grace of the lovely maids 
of honour.’ In oppofition to the difagreeable reitrictions in 
which the imitators of the Grecian lyric writers voluntarily 
confine themfelves, Della Crufca affumes the unbounded privi- 
lege of varying his metre whenever inclination or convemience 
leads him ; and doés in every refpeét moft ample juftice to the 
title he has prefixed, alternately changing in almoitevery page, 
in numeris lege folutis ; 
‘ From grave to gay ; from lively to fevere.’ 
The poem is in general written with clegance, but not wichout 
fume exceptions : 
¢ Or teach inftructive truth to doubly pleafe, 

With Piozzi’s brilliant wit, and learned eafe.’ 
The arrangement of the words at the conclufion of the firft line 
itrikes us as extremely aukward; and to read the fecond like 
verfe,,we mutt contraét Piozzi into Pozzi, which too forcibly re 
calls Peter Pindar to our mind; or to Potzi, which, though 
more confonant to the genuine pronunciation, does net pleafe 
the ear much better than the other contraction. ——+-It is 
not eafy to analyfe, or give an abftract of fo eccentric.a per- 
formance as the prefent. Its chief tendency feems to be the 
encomium of poetry, and fome of its eminent votaries. It thus 
opens: 

« *Twas om a mountain’s airy fpire, 

With eye that flafh’d celeftial fire, 

That quench’d the dawn’s expanding tay, 

And pre-aflum’d the day, 

Immortal Genius ftood. 

Anon, his fapphire wings unfold 

With ample Teresa, and ftarr’d with beamy gold; 

His loofe hair hover’d o’er the proftrate flood, 
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Tavo Mineralogical Tables. 
And on each bounding billow threw 
A quiv’sing fhade of deeper blue. 
Sudden he darts a light’ning fmile, 
And ‘¢ Bleft (he cries) be Britain’s ifle, 

- ‘Dear proud afylum of my favor’d race! 

Where Contemplation joys to trace 

The claffic feature, and the form of fenfe, 
And hail the Mufe fublime, and patriot eloquence. 
Thefe are the plains that Fancy loves, 

O’er thefe white cliffs fhe wanders free, 

And featters in the floating gale, 

Her long array of fairy pageantry. 

While Melody, in fome far vale, 

Weaves on the air a length’ning line 

Of cadence foit, and {well divine ; 

What time the maniac Rapture roves, 

His jet locks dripping with the vap’ry fhow’r, 
That Evening weeps upon each folded flow’r, 
As down the flad’wy hills her lefs’ning car 
Tracks the flow progrefs of her idol ftar. 
Then here, in fweet delirium will I tiay, 
And meet on every blaft a variegated lay.’ 


There is, we think, great {fplendour of imagery in this paf- 
fage, and fome lines are not deftitute of genuine poetic fire ; but 
‘the fire fometimes fcorches inflead of warming ; ; and our fight 3 is 
dazzled, notenlightened. It appears in part evidently didtated 
by ‘ Genius,’ but the * maniac Rapture’ feems likewife to 
have had a fhare in this unequal compofition. 





avo Mineralogical Tables, with an Explanation and Index. By 


| Tiberius Cavallo, F. RS. The Tables in Folio; the Index, 
$vo., 85. Dilly. 


IN the prefent enlightened ftate of fcience in general, and mi- 
neralogy in particular, ufeful methods of referring to the re- 

-fult of numerous and intricate, experiments mutt be. very valu- 
able. Of thefe methods tables are the mofteafy and convenient ; 
fo that our delay of noticing Mr. Cavallo’s work has arifen from 
‘a caufe very different from difapprobation. 

_ Our ptefent author has adopted the chemical fyftem; and we 
fhall not err much when we fay, that his tables form a fynoptical 
“view of Mr. Kirwan’s work, or, in other words; are an accur- 
ate reprefentation of the ftate of the {cience, as it ftood at the 
period of publication. ‘Somewhat, may be added, and fomewhat 
may be corrected at this moment ; but it would be unfair that 
criticifm fhould be employed in reprehenfion, founded on the 
fa&ts which have occurred fince the appearance -of) the ‘work. 
We fhall, therefore, chiefly explain our author’s plan; and make 
a fow see 9 on his general — ! 
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. "That he has adopted the-chemical’ fyftem;-we do not confider 
ns a fault, though we have been accufed of preferring:that which: 
is founded:on-the forms of scryftals.. The eftablifhment of the 
chemical fyftem, by» Cronttedt, has undoubtedly been a brilliant. 
epoch in mineralogy, becaufe it has led to thataccurateand {cientific 
knowledge of the principles of bodies which diftinguifhes the 
prefent age, which diftinguithes, in realitys the laft thirty years; 
for, in this time, more has been added to the{¢ientific chemical 
mineralogy, than was known before in allithe preceding ages. 
But, in our fondnefs for this fyftem and its'conduét, we fhould 
not forget, that much inftruction may be derived from the other : 
we fhould remember, that arrangement from principles is not 
confonant to the methods adopted in other parts of natural hif- 
tory; that, though we may diftinguifh claffes and orders in a 
chemical fy ftem,: the eftablifhment of generA is precarious; the 
diftintion between fpecies and varieties impoflible. Whatever 
we have obferved in favour of the cryftallographers, goes only 
fo far‘as to recommend the ftudy of their fyftem, to fupply the 
defeéts of the chemical mineralogy ; for in this laft we were 
bred, and retain ftill a partiality for it, though not the blind, ex- 
clufive partiality which hides its defects, and obftinately rejects 
whatever may improve it.— But to return to Mr. Cavallo. 

The firft table contains the different minerals claffed from the 
moft important principium proximum, or, rather, from that which 
influences their more general and apparent properties : it is well 
known that many fubftances arranged with magnefia or clay have 
the largeft proportion of flint. The firft clafs contains earths 
and ftones, and the firft order is, as ufual, calcareous earths. In 
the enumeration of lime, in its various forms, Mr. Cavallo 
feems occafionally to have mixed lime-ftones, which are evident- 
ly aggregates of different earths ; we mean not.compounds, for 
thefe muft be, of courfe, admitted, but unions of different 
mafles. Though his thirteenth genus is adapted ‘to 'thefe hetero- 
geneous bodies, we fee them in one or two inftances mixed with 
the others. His giving the name of /apis ponderofus to tung- 
ften, while his fecond clafs contains ponderous earths, or {pars, 
may be a fource of confufion to the-ftudent. ‘This name of tung- 
ften is now, we believe, generally difufed. 

The fecond order is the baryles. Weregret that Mr. Ca- 
vallo has not referred fhortly to fome fyftematic author, where 
an account of thefe different minerals, and the place in which 
they rife, may be learned at a greater length: the genera are 
very correct; but this order, it muft not be concealed, is found- 
ed on our imperfect knowledge, and we may expect that the 
.fubftances-will, in time, be brought back to lime, or carried 
forward to the metals. . 
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The third order contains the earths of magnéfia; ‘the fourth, 
the clays 5 the fifth, the flints. In thefe Mr. Cavallo is’ gener-. 
ally correét,.. The lavas are arranged a little toa:arbitrarily : 
we have feen celfular lavas that might be reduced to the argil-. 
laceous order. 

The fecond clafs contains the faline fubftances ; and we were 
farprifed to find that our author has excluded from the acids the 
nitrous, though he has admitted the compounds of the nittous 
acid. Is itthat he thinks the laft of vegetable origin? If fo, 
its compounds donot deferve their place. Isit that he fuppofes 
it to be prodaced from the air? Aerial acid, which is contain- 
edin the air, or derived originally from vegetation, fhould, on 
the fame account, have been omitted. Sedative falt, though 
evidently acid, is put at the bottom, as if it was doubtful to what 
it fhould belong. . Acetous acid, and the flowers of Benjamin, 
more evidently Of the vegetable kingdom, are, perhaps, omiit- 
ted with propriety. One great fource of omiffion is the not 
having made a clafs of airs, The aerial acid and the inflam- 
friable air are with fufficient propriety reduced to the acids and 
inflammables. The hepatic air isnow known to be a compound ; 
but nitrous and phlogifticated airs fhould have been admitted, 
unlefs their principles, in a concrete ftate, had made a part of 
our author’s fyftem : the latter is very clearly of mineral origin ; 
and we have reafon to fufpect, from fome late obfervations, that 
jt will, in time, ‘be reduced to the infammables. The neutral 
falts, with the ‘proportion of their different ingredients, are 
fet down with accuracy, though the earthy falts had beer, 
in part, mefitioned before; and the metallic ones occur after- 
wards. In ftri€t propriety, the union of acids and alkalis thould 
alone have been mentioned ; but this fyftematic nicety is of little 
confequence, fince more advantage is gained by the breach than 
‘by the obfervance. 

The third clafs contains the inflammables, enumerated with 
‘fufficient accuracy: the fourth, the metals collected with great 
‘propriety, and arranged correétly. Yet it may be a little ex- 
ce-tionable, to find arranged under the uncertain mineralizations 
‘of filver, the-goofe-duny ore, which is now pretty well under- 
. ftood ; and much more to find the third variety of uacertain mi- 
netalizations, ‘ filver mineralized by fulphur, arfenic, and bif- 
muth.? We thallnot objedt to the enumeration of tin ores, on 
the principle laid down in the beginning of the article; but fa- 
turnite was ftrongly fufpected, if not known, to be a compound 
long before thepublication of thefe tables. 

Air, water, diamond, fpathum adamantinum, and plumbago, 
mult, he fays, be confidered apart, -fince by their peculiar pro- 
BR sore hitherto d: fcov rered, they feem not capable of being ar- 
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ranged under any of the. former-claffes. Airs*undoubtedly, as 
we havé faid, deferve a clafs by. themfelvds, and then errr 


heric air would have been a green fpecies. Water has, 


been. always the ftumbling-block, of mjnenalogifts ; and fortu- 
nately-ity as ig. needlefs to be anxious abont i its place in any mineral 
fytem.', It might ftand, withous any great impropriety, among 
the ferhi-metalsy which are fluidan a flight degree of heat, if the 


experinierits of its: being converted by agitation and frequent: - 


diftillation into earth, be admitted. “Fhe'fpathum adamantinum 


iss in_party! underftood; .and the plumbago-deferyes the name of 


a metabds mucii.asthe molybdena, and perhaps more than wolf-, 


ram.oi'J he diamond is certainly, as Newton: long 4g9 fufpected, 


an inflammable. 


The fecond table contains) the principal propetties of the dif- 


ferent. genera of each order, and-is afhort-abftract of chemiftry, 
as the former is of: mineralogy.: It is executed) with accura- 
cy ; the few objections that have-occurred to: us are too trif- 
ling to allow of their being mentioned. ~The improvements 
fince the publicationof shete: ables would make no very mate- 
rial change. 1 >» 

The index,, which. is eietaing’ | in the semnehiea, refers to the 
clafs, order, genus, and fpecies of the table. -On the whole, 
we have found thefe tables to be very ufeful, and can recommend 
them as fufficiently!exa& for.common and general purpofes: the 
more feientifc mineralogit will: wndoubtedly recur to the ori- 
ginal oe or to fuller fy items,’ 
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Imprisonment for Debt unconftitutional and oppreffive, proved from 
the fundamental Principles of the Britifo Conftitution, and the 
Rights of Nature. By Edward Farley, Efg. 8vo. 35. in 
Boards. Hookham. 


M* Farley’ examines this queflion with no little violence, af- 
perity, and. partiality. If he meant only to fhow that 
much oppreflive barbarity was exercifed under the colour oflaw, 
and that villains took advantage of inattention in the debtor, to 
make his chains more heavy, it. would be only faying that the 
laws for the recovery of debts, like oth:r inftitutions, perhaps 
in themfelves falutary, might, from abufe, become perniciaus. 
But he goes farther, and declares that all imprifonment for debt 
is uncondtitutional, oppreflive, and inconfiftent with the chartered 
rights of Englifhmen. We were not prejudiced in favour of our 
author’s judgment when he ftyled the reign of Alfred glorious, 
becaufe, among other advantages, there was ‘ no fuch thing as 
imprifonment for debt.? The fact may be converted: it was 
unfortunate, becaufe credit did not exift; for, if there are no 
K 3 means 


Imprifoament for Debt unconftitutional, &c. 135 








































134 Ini {fonment orsDebs ula iitutianal, fees. 


means of recovering “debts; property’ “will not ‘be: lent: Fhe: 


great OO kot mare is ws XX] 5 claufe of Magna 
Charta.. °° ©. 9m: ) ease: Shes 5 pe bp tak 


ee we AT. 


‘ No freeman’ ie be’ taken’ 28 “sipritonea, ‘6r’ “aimteinrea Oo 
his freehold, Or liberties, ‘or-free: ‘cuftoms, of be ‘ourtawedjor: 
exiled, or anyiotherwife deftroyedy ner we: ‘thathwors afsupén ° 
him, but by’ the lawful iiewdiinal his peers} or bythe law of: 
the land.; ‘we will fell to. no.anany.we rw or. defer:to. 
any; either juiliee or right.” £6): cients ay 


‘ hes oa : ask wide dabs «he 


This claufe has'a farther fappott, the: ‘cpision ‘of lorbCoke, > 
who fays, * that: the body of the-debtor= fhall. always. béifree, 
that he may ferve the» ‘king tnedile-wars, cultivate? the’ ground, rs 
and maintain his family.’ si tmepeettet 

It may feem idle and- fuperfuous to:edmbat a phantom of this 
kind ; buf we’ eanriot-“help obfervitig > thatthe: fhirft argument 
from- Magna Chatta is of no force; ‘becaufe it’relates to thofe 
who have committed no crimes? “-The-crimes are‘to be punifhed 
according tothe’ different ‘penal ‘acts.iisOfithe fecond, we might 
alledge the’ verfatility of ‘lord Coke}sdecording toi! his; different 
fituations; and that this doétrine was held when he»was chief. 
juftice of the Common Pleas, was Katie's mm! ‘which. im nits: & 
debtors neceflarily came.’ eo 

But independent: of thefe engavicnks, we Saf put ‘he cate on: 
a different ‘footing. © If-a-great kingdone like the prefent, a 
kingdom very different from what Engtand was in the time: of 
lord Coke, credit is the principium & fons,’ the main fpring, 
the foul of commerce.- It-cannotbe_fupported,but.by the 
firmeft mutual confidence, which can only take effect im a_limit- 
ed extent ; or by a {peedy and fummary mode of julti¢e, ‘fuch: 
as imprifonment, with its whole train ‘of miferies, terriblé in- 
deed, when they fall on the innocent, but which contribute 
to awe the. guilty. Our author’s tedious and expenfive’ pro- 
cefs would operate but feebly and flowly : it would open thedoor 
to a train of worfe confequences than even the prefent ‘plans : at 
all events it would check, credit, if it did not totally eradicate 
it. The abufes fhould be undoubtedly correéted, ‘but the mode 
is generally falutary, though often individually diftreffing. 

The greater part of this work is made up of vague decla- 
mation, various anecdotes of diftrefs, fuch as every branch of 
law could furnifh, and political ftri€tures, generally fevere, and 
fometimes improperly perfonal. "Fhe work is written in a neat, 
plaufible ftyle, which at firftattraéts; but the arguments are fuch 
as will not bear minute examination. 
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Poems moral and entertaining, written long fince by Mifi Lewis, 
then of Holt, now, and for almoft Thirty Years paft, the Wife 
of Mr. Robert Clark, of Tetbury. (With a few Others addreff- 

- ed tober.) ~Publifbed at the Requeft of her Hufoand; for the 


Benefit of the Infirmary at Glocefter, the Hofpital at Bath, and 


. Sunday Schools at Tetbury. 8vo0. 4s, in’ Boards. Robinfons, 


Hatever theill-natured world may think or fay of the feve-. 
rity of critical gentlemen, we have too much urbanity and 
too much refpeét for an exemplary charaéter, to find fault with a 
lady’s performances who “publiflies at the requett of her hufband.’ 
Neither:are we fo deftitute of the milk.of human kindnefs, -as 
to detract from a work intended.to ailift the in{titutions of bene- 
volencee-—-—Mrs. Clark’s poems are extremely numerous, and 
written ona great varicty of fubjects. There is fearcely 
any either fo exalted or minute as to efeape unnoticed, Divine, 
Hymns and Rebufles, Afnigmas and Moral Reflections, Songs 
and Pfalms, Epithalamiums, Epigrams, Tales, and Religious 
Addreffes to the Almighty, with a long lift of &c. conftitute 
this truly mifcellaneous publication. In the moft trifling poems, 
however, we never meet with any thing that difgufts ; they are. 
always at leaft innocent. and  abealines and fome of them (the 
Enigmas particularly) ‘have much merit in their peculiar line, 
In many others, though they do not difplay any remarkable 
force,of genius, or brilliancy of expreffion, the reader. will find 
both, inftruction and amufement. Itis not eafy by quotation 
to. give him a juit idea ef fo diverfified a performance ; but he, 
wall not, we apprehend, be,difpleafed with the following fhort 
*¢ Soliloguy. after hearing a Difzourfe on Love.’’  \t concludes in, 
a.very, neat and pretty manner : 
¢ Well, what.this love is for my life I can’t guefs, 
. Which ciufes: fuch wailings, fuch fighs, and diftrefs, 
-oL with I could fee him: but what do I mean ? 
They fay tho’ he’s felt, he can never be feen ;. 
And may I ne’er feel him, if he gives fuch {mart, 
So tortures, fo teazes, and wounds the poor heart : 
His captives complain, that he freezes, then burns, 
And gives them ftrange pleafure, and pain too by turns ; 
Tis furprifing to hear of his wonderful nature, 
To be fure, he muft bea prodigious odd.creature, 
‘ |’ve a ftrange inclination to know what itis, 
Suppofe-I fhould try— what! and forfeit my peace ? 
Too dear for fuch knowledge I’m fure I fhould pay, 
if eafe from my bofom fhould fly quite away ; 
‘ But I’m told that one day, whether I will or no, 
He’ll pierce through my breaft with his arrows of woe ; 
Why, what fhall I do ? I?ll e’en lock up my heart, 
And then bid defiance to him, and his dart : 
And whene’er from my cottage I venture to roam, 
For fear I fhould lofe it, I'll leave it at home ; 
| K 4 Th¢ 
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The key fliail be reafon, fecure it will lie, 
Now love al! thy arrows I boldly defy. 
f 








Initia Homerica five Excerpta ex Iliade Homeri cum Locorum om- 
_ nium Graeca Metapbraf cx Codicibus Bodletanis.et Novi Callegii 
_ MSS. Mojorem in Partem nunc primum Edita. Edidit 

Thomas Burgefs, A.M, 8vo. 35 Payne. ; 


Mk. Burgefs might have truly faid, 


In tenui labor eft, at tenuis non gloria, | 


¥t is not eafy to make little more than a compilation fo intereft- 
ing and entertaining as the felected paflages before us; for what 
3s taken from an author feems an amputated limb;~and leaves 
the body in appearance mutilated : ‘ excerpa, ex poétis potius 
difeerpta videntur.” Mr. Burgefs has, however, chofen the 
fimiles and the epifodes, particularly the defcription of Achilles’ 
fhield. The whole third book, which is alfo inferted, is almoft 
épifodical, for it contains the combat of Paris and’ Menelaus ; 
but our author chofe it, as its Greek interpretation had been 
already publifhed by Villoifon, To each of thefe extraés he 
has added a Greek interpretation (metaphrafis) becaufe a fingle 
word, as he obferves, will often fupply the place of a note ; and 
becaufe the fubftitution of a profile word will illuftrate the 
sneaning of Homer, and add to the itudent’s knowledge of the 
Greek. The notes are chiefly from Clarke and Ernetti, exce;t 
where they contain only the argument of the paflage extracted. 
In the Appendix there is part of the firft book contrafted with 
the narrative of the fame paffage by Plato, illuftrated by a pa- 
raphrafe, a profaic interpretation, (as in the former parts of tke 
work) and the illuftration of Tzetzes inverfe. Thelfe are takcn 
from tome old manufcripts of credit and value, Tzetzés’ alle- 
gorical explanation of fome other parts of Homer are fubjoined. 
On the whole, we have been greatly pleafed with the extracts 
in this little pamphlet, and fhall feel ourfelves fenfibly obliged 
to the author, if he will continue the Tzetziana, and add to 
them the Anecdota Greca, which he promifes at the end of his 
preface. . 





Abelard to EFlozfi, Leonora to Taffo, Ovid to Fulia, Spring, and 
other Poems. Fourth Edition. 4to. 35. Johnfon. 


HE Mufes, if we may judge from the numerous poems de- 
digated to the Duchefs of Devonflure, are extremely defirs 

ous of recommending themfelves to her favour, and of being en- 
lifted in her fervice. But they have been, in general, peculiarly un- 
lucky in their mode of application ; and fuch rhyming perfor- 
mances, as we have frequently perufed, addrefs’d to her by the 
votaries of the aforefaid ladies, will, we fear, tend to harden her 
heart againft them, and induce her té- confine herfelf to the 
| Graces, 
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Graces, her old and familiar companions. Of thefe poems, 
which are advertifed as the fourth’ edition, we hever-faiv, as well 
as we can recollect, a line before, nor ever heard a fyllable con- 
cerning them::, and yet, after having gone through three impref- 
fions, one would fuppofe that there mult have been fome pecu- 
liar paflages. of. an. exceeding interefting nature to have excited 
public attention fo highly, as to rénder it expedient to enter'the 
fourth edition of them in Stationers’ Hall, As to thisomatrer, 
however, we: are not in the fecret 3 and fuppofe the author and 
bookfeller have fertled it between themfelves. The firft poem 
appears to be an imitation, fometiines, we fear, a parody on that 
of Eloifa to Abelardi: "TPhere-are few readers but muft remem. 
ber the beautifubapoftrapbe in that poem which begins with | 

‘ How happy is:the ‘blamelefs V dftal’s lot |’ 
The tapeftry turned* on the wrong’ fide difcovers.the following 
coarfe refemblance: © 9° 5, i 

¢ What bleffings on the humble abbot wait; - 

Above protid monarchs in their anxious ftate, 

He leaves a world that fings felt-flatrering fongs, 

Whofe fmiles are {fnares, whofe benefits are wrongs ; 

- To hold with God, among the firft-born race, 

Perpetual intercourfe of praife and grace. m4 

Doubt folvés her véil, and zeal her lamp fupplies, 

At joys immortal {parkling m his eyes; 

Welcome as morning to the wand’rer’s fight, 

More pure than filver ftreams of lunar light. 

With holy pray’f heav’n’s portals he aban: 

And ever watches, like th’ unwearted ftars. 

Alms are his hoard, from moth and ruft fecure, 

His family the faithful and the poor. 

His foul imbibes fimplicity’s-clear ray, 

Dire effulgence from eternal day!” 

He fathoms truth, and for his darling flock, 

Draws living water from a’heav'nly rock ; 

For penitents he heaves condeling fighs, 

Next to their tears, a greatful facrifice ! 

Though fkill’d in tongues of men and feraphs’ lore, 

Meek charity he clafps, and prizes more ; 

Hope; ever fair, his blifsful dreams infpires, 

And faith’ &cludes e’en innocent defires ; 

Suns rife to view chis habitant of clay, _ 

To light approaching néareér ev’ry day : 

Till, ** Hither !”’ calls the Lamb ; the Spirit-cries, 

*¢ By fofttranfition mingle with the tkies !” 


We might compare, or contraft, if the reader pleafes, fom 
other paffages of the fame nature; but we believe he is fuffi- 
ciently fatisfied, and will agree with us, that, in fome cafes, 
6 comparifons are odious,” | | 
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ee awe 5 Nadebsigan this. acadhine foteptifieally, we thould: Gift have 
mentioned the fy{tematical works ;,:but, eager torrepairiour 
deficiences,' we engaged lin ‘thofe:ttifq uifitions which were mott 
in arrear,; and ‘followed where they'led: we fhall: now be more 
regulars: fThofé who. areacquaimed with magnetifin and. clecs 
tricity, cahnorcbe ignorant of thename.andthecharacter ofsVan 
Swinden J)» Heshas jately pwblifaed:thé firft volume of his ¢ Po- 
fitiones Physics,’ which, though only: defigged for\a téxt-book 
to his lectures at Ainftefdaih," ‘forms ca covery clear,i exact, and 
fcrentific treatife, do far as theauthor. hasiy eb proceeddd, ‘After 
treating briefly of the general properties of; bodies; M.) Van 
Swinden beging with explaming the’ theory, of .niotion: he pro- 
ceeds to mechanics,. afi ubject nearly connected with mo: 101i, and 
to hydroftatics, which contains the laws of meticn and of pret- 
fure in fluids... The action of folids: on folids, -or,on fluids, he 
confiders difling ly ; and in thefe five .eflays, tuedts, of wthofe 
parts df natural philofophy more intimately, connected with the 
mathematics than with phyfies.. ‘The,reft of the fubject is com- 
prifed in diftinét treatifes. He firft.examines-the aeriform: fluids, 
as light, fire, &c. as well as the forces with, which bodi¢s act 
on each other, ‘either by attraction, oF iw any. other.way, ¢’The 
laft object of his care is the doétrine ef metears. , On eachyfub- 
ject the arrangement is. fo.clear as greatly.to facilitate the rea- 
ders or the ftudents progre(s: inflgad,of, dewonttrations im this 
fecond part of his work,,, he..q notes thote puthers whichthave 
treated of each branch.to a grearer.oy Jlefs exient..,, We perecive 
near 150 authors, whole tracts, and, memoirs. on. ‘different parts 
of philofophy are; mentioned in’ this, fyllabus, .. To, the ufual 
doétrines on each ‘fubject, M.. Van Smasden,has.oftea added new 
ideas ; and to the ufual-elucidations he-has.,conwibuted -a faimi- 
liar clearnefs and a philofophical precifion, tad of 

A work, in: the fame department,, has been lately publithed 
at Florence by the profeffors, Canovaiand Ricco :. it, is entitled 
Elements of Mathematical Philofephy, and. forms a thick-oéta- 
vo of 527 pages, Uluftrated with,6 plates. The. profeffors have 
already publifhed Gardiner’s Logarithms, -and the Elementary 
— Leétures of the abbé ‘Marie; .and..this work, may be confidered 
as the application of the abbé? s lectures toa courfe-of' mathe- 
matical philofophy, The more general doctrines are to be explain- 
ed in a future work. Thefe elements comprehend mechanics, 
hydromechanics or hydro ftaties, optics, and aftronomy. The 
work is clear and concifé.’. The different difcoveries are men- 
tioned, and even the reveries of the ancients attended to with a 
care which they do not deferve. We have preferred, fay our 
authors, analyfis to fyftematical demonitrations, which philo- 
;* fophers, 
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fephers, notwithftanding the example of Newton, have toofong 
abandoned. In this way they have explained, in the form of 
fimple confequences, tiore than too problems, whofe folutions: 
will not only‘ render:the work complete, but familiarize the flu 
dent with principles, “which the'beft authors fuppofe their reas 
ders to‘ be acquaitited with. This work, though too extenfive: 
for the defign, ‘is, ‘however, in mdny refjedts valuables) 9" 
M. de la Metherie’s Principles of Natural Philofophy are a> 
very péculiary worky -'With great judgment and.extenfive know-' 
ledge, our author purfues occafionally vifionary and fanciful hy- 
pothefes. His two ¥olumes may-be'read with great advantage 
by proficients; but they: are nor welPadapted tor the cftudents 
While chemiftrry has encroached fo much-on the bounds.of phy- 
fics, we wifh to fee philofophy divided! into two branches¢ onet 
of thefe fhould‘comprehend the- phéenomena.which» refult from: 
wnatter- in the» brute, inert maf: and the other fhouldobes 
adapted to explain the natural appearances, which are owing to» 
the activity: of its fmaller particles. The: former muftireft on: 
mathematical, the latter on chemical principles, which have not 
yet been fufficiently attended to in our fyftems ‘of :phyfies ;~ but’ 
the phenomena are fometimes intimately blended, and they mutt. 
then be referred to that clafs with which they are moftnearly 
connected. 3 zi 
‘The changes in the ftate of. water, when it affumes a folid 
form, a-fubjeét which at this moment* forces itfelf on our feel- 
ies, and puts ii very ftrongly its claim of preference, are un- 
goubtedly of a chemical kind ; for they refult from a chasge im 
the minute. particles, which are>not capable of being brought 
within the limits of calculation. We may exprefs our hopes 
that, whatever may be the miferies owing tothis inclement fea- 
fon; it wilbadd a litele.to our philofophical knowledge. If our 
accounts from,|Germany may be credited, the natural cold “has 
been “fufficient to’ freeze quickfilver; and, in an. obférvation 
which lies before us» fiom a very refpeétable correfpondent, ‘we 
are convinced that it has been frozen. .We draw our‘conclufion 
from the rapid finking of the quickfilver into the bulb of ‘the 
thermometer, though the fcale was graduated 10” belowiog 
and it was fome time before it expanded again, thoughcarried 
into’ a warm.room,''* While we wait for the experience of ‘phi 
lofophers during this feafon, we may revert a little te what‘ has 
been obferved onthe; fubject fince our laft Intelligence. We 
perceive fome curious obfervations have been made on the cry- 
ftallization of ice by"M. d’Antic. . M. Mairan formerly:told us, 
that water cryftallifed at-an angle of 60°, or formed ftars:of:fix 
rays; and a very flight obfervation of fro{t on glafs will confirm 
it. M. Romé de I’I fle went farther, and determined the form 


of the folid cryftal to be an equilateral oftoedron, (Cryftallog. _ 


vol. i. p. 4.) M. Hailenfratz’ obfervations feem to oppofe 
-Romé de'l’Ifle’s calculations ; for on this ground he proceed 





® We need fcarcely, fay that this article was written during the late ine 
tenfe froft. . 
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ed, founded on che experiients of Mairan: M.. Haffenfratz 
found the eryttal ta be a prifmatic! hexaedron..) The violent 
haib-ftorm of July, furnifhed M. d?Antic ‘with fome ebier vations, 
which feem to reconcile thefe jarring opintons’ with dach; other, 
and with M. Mairan’s facts... ‘The hailsitones! were- large, and 
hadigenesally thanp wedge-like angles, of .more.than half au 
inch. In«thefe, our author thinks it wasci poifible nor to: fee- 
two pyramidal tetr aedrons; joined’lateratly, ahd.not to couclude, 
that each grain was competed of ectaedrons which converged to 
a-eentre: In fome hail+ftones there was a LAYNY's and he faw 
the oppofite extremities of two pyramids, which contlituse the 
ostaedran 3 ‘he faw too the ogtaedron entire; united-i rin the, midy 
dig... Ali the hail-ftanesi were, therefore, like thofe grains which 
form pma-thread it che: middle!of a falime felution. On the 
model 6f one: of the large hail-ffones, M,. d’Antic.conflruéted 
anioftaedron of clay, ond fgund; that the angiei of ithe fummit 
of; the: py ramnid was 459; that of the junétiqn.of the two py-. 
ramids 145°. It is: net eafy to procure regular cryftals, by an; 
operation fo rapid as the freezing of hailompft.be :\in fnew and, 

hoar-froft, which cry ftallize more flowly, our author thinks that 
he fees the rudiments ‘of o¢taedra. ? 

» (Notwithftandiug Dr. Hale’s remarks in bis Vegetable Statics, 
it will probably be new to many of our readers to be informed 
thas ice is really prodieed in vaft quantities at the bottoms, of 
lakes and rivers. ‘This fingular phenomenon feems to take place 
in violent and fudden colds, where the water..is of no; great 
depth, and where a flight motion of the furface prevents) its 
freezing. . Another denies Sens alfo feems, to influence it, viz. 
when any light fibrous body is found at the bottom. Whatever 
the caufe: may be, the effects are fingular and furprifing. »Sub-; 
ftances buried in ‘the river are brought tothe furtace by a _yatt 
mafs of ice, whofe bupyancy is fuperior ta the gravity of the 
funken body. Fifhing-nets ae brought tothe furface by the 
fame power; and even heavy timbers, M. Voight tells us, whem 
funk, have rifen again. "sa to be maie particular. There 
feems to be three kinds of ice ; . That on the furface, of water, 
which is well known; 2. The F chl- -e3s, {mall diaphanous glo- 
bules, which feem to be formed like nuclei inthe middle ef the 
water, and refembie fmall hail. 3. The grund:eis, which ery- 
fallizes atthe bottom. The ground-ice is fall ot cel's, not un- 
hike, but lefs regular, than thofe of a wafp’s nel; the cells are 
fometimes perpendicular, abd dometimes alittle ivlined: the 
greater number form a triangular fpace, Singular as peje tacts 
appear, M. Rrauns, of Wiihelméours, bali tor she elector 
ot Hanover, has publifhed an account of thenmin the Hanno- 
werifcher Magazin, and {upported his account by yaridus aytho- 
riti€s, and by the names. of the diticrent obfervers ‘«t length. 
An outlme of the facts in this memois we have already given ; 
and need only to add his. conclufions. “Thiste: ‘ate, 1, * That 
tee 19 really formed:at the -bottom of rivers, if the freezing of 
the farface | is retarded.” 2. ‘That at thé commenceinent of a 

violent 
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violent cold, many little diaphonous bodies avife from.the water 
to the farface, and unite in large maties:of ice. 3 ‘That, ine 


dependent of thefe globules, there is the ground-ice, which | 


we have already defcribed. 4. That thete two kinds of ice ve- 
guire a confiderable degree of cold ; and, on this account, thete 
phenomena have been overlooked in the more fouthern. parts of 
Europe.’ They feem to occur in the north ‘of Germany moft 
frequently, ¢ 5. That this ground-ice is more eafily feparaced 
than the ice above; but it is ftill capable of greatly injuring 
the dikes and other buildings i in the water.’ 

From the effects of ice we are naturally led to water; and we 
purpofed to give fome account of the ravages produced by the 
inundations at Drom, near Bourg en Breffe, with the. ine 


veftigation of their caufes, from a memoir on that fubject by 


M. Riboud. But itis too full of local devails and ropographicall 
niceties to be interefting. It appears probable that the baton 
in which Drom is fituated, was once the top of the mountain, 
and that its prefent appearance is owing to. volcanic ¢on+ 
vulfions. Our author thinks that the inundations are ow ing to 
a fubterraneous lake, which ¢ burfls tts cearments,’ whenover- 
filled. Butto turn to fubjects of a more pleafing caft, wem 
mention a very late work of M. Schemerl, publifhed:at Vienna, 
entitled, A Memoir on the Method of rendering Rivers navi- 
gable. The firit chapter treats of the obftructions in rivers, ane 
the means of removing them. The obftruétions are, a fcarciny 
of water, cafeades, rocks, and ftakes; while fluices, too fre- 
yg interpofed, circuitous windings, and muddy banks, ren~ 

er the navigat‘on difficult. Our author teaches us to obviate 
all thefe difficulties from experience. A ca‘cade in the Sava, a 
river'in Germany, of four feet in height. was rendered a very 
inconfiderable fall by fcooping out the rock feventy-two fathoms 
in Jength. The difficulty arifing from the (takes, is occafioned 
by the moveable'mills, in the rivers of Germany, which the 
millers forfake, according as the current varies, and negle& to 
clear away thefe incumbrances. M. Schemerl’s fecond ‘chap- 
ter, on the conftrudtion of fluices, and the fourth, on the union 
of navigable rivers, by canals, are the-moft valuable. 

Another German work, enriiled, The neceffary Information 
for the Situation, the Conftrudion, and Calculation. of ‘Water 
Mills, by M. Huth, ‘lately publifhed at Halle, is faid:to de- 
ferve confiderable con’mendation, ‘fince it is‘full, clear, -andex- 
act, without the incumbrance of algebraical difcuffioris. | M. 
Huth eflimates the cubic foot of water (Germany meafure) tobe 
fixty-four pounds, Since-we have ftepped fo far into whatour 
neighbours cull hydredynamics, we may mention a newspivopo- 
fal for the conftruéction ‘of the -eones of Cherburg. ‘The au- 
thor, a patriotic Fenchman, ‘frighted with the newsvaf»their 
deftru€tion, contributes‘his advice. He recommends-givi 
ditional weight to the’¢ones, andfilling them ewith mafonry’ jn 
fiead of loofe flones. “As: ‘Englifhmen, we ‘haye!noobjeSion to 


any 


8 





peed 














r4z FPore1cn Lirerary INTELLIGENCE. 


any plan'which they may chufe to adopt, fince on a bare in- 
fpection of the map and of their plans, one of two things wilh 
neceflarily and inevitably happen: the cones will be deftroyed 
by the ftorms from the Atlantic, or the harbour will be filled 
up, on the fimple principle of the increafed velocity of water 
when pafling through a narrower channel. 

Iron bridges, of whicn there is more than one inflance in 
England, have attracted the attention of eur neighbours, par- 
ticularly where a fingle arch of three or four hundred feet in 
the clear is wanted. As we have nor the meafurements. of ci- 
ther‘of the Englifh bridges, or, which is of more importance, 
of ‘that built by Edwards, the Welfh mafon, we cannot afcer- 
tain’ how near they approach to this ftupendous fpan. M., 
de Montpetir, a mechanic of eminence, has, however, pub- 
lifhed fome obfervations on this fubject, in which he recom- 
mends iron for the bridges of a fingle arch, and makes many 
minute diflinctions, fome of which feem more ingenious than 
folid, as neceflary to the fuccefs of the plan. He feems to 
think caft iron too brittle ; butthe later improvements in melt- 
ing iron have in a great degree obviated that inconvenience, 
though they bave not wholly removed it. In the mechanical 
dine, we may alfo mention an ingenious and fpirited efiay by 
‘M. de Belloy, on the means of diminithing the weight of 
chains and of cables in raifing minerals,. The idea is fimple, 
and deferves attention. When we draw a body from a great 
‘depth, the weight of the cord is equal, or even exceeds that of 
the body; but it is evident that tive fize of the cords muft be 
increafed, fince the part attached to the windlafs draws the mi- 
neral raifed, and the lower coid alfo: that next to the bucket 
raifes only the bucket‘and mineral. He propofes, therefore, 
to havea fimaller cable at the bottom; and to calculate its 
ftrength pretty nearly, fo that it may not exceed the proportion 
of the weight which it is to fupport. As its length increafes 
it muft be made ftronger, and a conical cord is not, he ob. 
ferves, very uncommon inthe (french) fea-fervice. Chains 
may with more eafe be made of increafing firength. Some cal- 
culations .are fubjoined, to invefligate the neceffary refiltance 
‘for the given weight ; but they are too limited and fomewhat 
“incorrett, 

We may now rife in the air, for the balloon-madnefs has not 

et ceafed; various publications, and a philofophical conteit 
on thefe airy bubbles in Italy, have recalled the fubjeé to our 
confideration. M. Henrion, an affociate of the academy of 
Bologna, pubhfhed, in the courie of laft year, a brief memoir 
on the poflibility of directing the aerial failors. MM. Serrati, .a 
monk of a monaftery in Florence, foon publifhed his letters on 
“experimental philofophy, in which heipropofes a method of his 
-own, and contends warmly for the priority, of his own ideas. 
- M. Henrion has anfwered, and endeavoured to refute: his fyf- 
otem, . But this conteft need not have been very warm, for the 
Yrs acade. 
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-académiciaai ufedia Montgolfier, and the monk’a balloon of in- 
flammable wis... The firft propofed a regulated heat, and a ‘mé- 
thod of introducing frefh air-at-wills the fecond recommends 
bellows, which :drawthe-air in and drive it out again as the ar- 

- tit, pledfes! . Thene is. fomething poetical in the-aft ‘propofal ; 
and we-are better pleafed with it, becaufe it has enabled us to 
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_figd the origin of airsbalioons. in Homer.  Srart not, gentle rea- 
der, for what were the bags of: winds which Ulyfles carried, 
but the very bellows of the good monk ; and, inftead of his 
long voyage by fea, which has always appeared unaccountable, 
he evidently travelled in an:;air balloon. But to be ferious : 
each author is ftrongly convinced. of the fuperiority of his me- 
thod, and combats his antagoniftwithno little eagernefs and 
afperity.. Each feems certain of flying on the wings of the 
wind, and riding on the ttorms. For our own parts, what the 
celebrated Euler failedan, a problem which he could not re- 
folve, and of which no tolerable folution occurred in the 82 
memoirs, which the prize offered by the academy of Lyons 
brought forward to the conteft, we do not expect to fee explain- 
ed by philofophers, whofe knewlege in general appears. ro be 
very limited. It may perhaps be remarked, that neither of 
thefe gentlemen have giyen any account of the method of di- 

‘recting balloons; ,and that, therefore, at beft, their conteft was 
premature. This defect is, however, fupplied ina future pub- 
lication of M. Henrion, entitled, « A Method of conftructing 
and directing Aeroftats.’ The work contains but 42 pages, 
and much the greater number is employed in rules for the con- 
ftruétion. The moft important problem is very fhortly difcuffed, 
and it confifts only of taking advantage of that wind which will 
bring the aeroftat neareft to the place he wifhes to arrive at, 
where he mutt wait for: a new and-more favourable wind. If 
that never occurs, we fuppofe that he mutt fink to the ground, 
and travel fafely on terra firma. 

_ If we advance to the moon, we fhall find that M. de la Lande 
has'confirmed Mr, Herfchell’s account of the volcano. He 
oblerves very juftly, that wotds make no, alteration in facts; 
and that it is quibbling only to.deny the exiftence of a volcano 
in the moon, becaufe it has no atmofphere: perhaps, he adds, 

«the fire of the fun is. not oxygen.’~ The ‘acceleration of the 
moon’s motion, ‘which has often’ been intifted on, and-often de- 

‘ nied, he thinks is well founded.. M. d’Agelet’s obfervations in 
the military fchool give an additional proof of it. M. de la 

Place, who has happily explained the fecular equations of Ju- 

-piter and Saturn, fucceeded of late equally ‘well in determining 
the equation of the moon. It is owing, fays Mide la Lande, 

‘ to the excentricity of the orbit of the fun,’ :weduppofe round 
the common centre of gravity ; * an¢lit,is. fafficiently ‘remark- 
_able, that ¢his variation is more obfervableon the motion of the 
moon than it,is in/itfelf, orin the,;motion of the fun..: The fe- 
cular equation of. the moon. is: petiodical,' andadepends on the 
nh Bike fame 
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fame proofs 4s the:excentricity of the folar orbit. It accelerates 
the motion of the moon when this excentricity is leffened, which 
happens to have been the'cafe from the earliett periods of aftro- 
noinical obfervation te our own time ; but in a courfe of ages it 
will change to a retardation, when the excentricity begins to in- 
creafe.’ The diftance alfo of the moon from the earth varies 
in confequence of this excentricity, but it is elmoft infenfible, 
not amounting to one ten thoufandth part of its diftance. ‘Fhefe 
differences will alter a little the fecular motion of the moon in 
Meyer’s tables ; but, as we cannot find room for minute calcula- 
tions, we muft refer our readers to the Journal des Scacans, 
from whence this account is extracted. In the morning of the 
14th of March latt Jupiter was eclipfed by the moon. 

M. Schroeter differs from M. Herfchell and M, de la Lande. 
He difcovered, in 1787, a little fpot of tight, which was near 
Arittarchus, in the obfcure difk of the moon. Its diftance from 
the northern boundary of Ariftarchus did not exceed 26”; from 
the northern limb of the moon 3’ 45”. The diftance from the 
northern border of Ariftarchus to that of the moon was 3’ 58”. 
The diameter of the {pot was one-fifth of that of Ariftarchus. 
In this fpot our author had before marked a mountain of 5’, on 
which a crater was vifible, in fome angles of illumination ; 
* but,’ adds he, ‘I am inclined to believe, for many reafons, 
that this fpot is not the light of a volcano, but rather, at lca/? 
Sor the greateft part, the retle&ed light of the earth.’?—This good 
afironomer feems refolved to fhut his eyes. 

As we may probably find no opportunity to enlarge on the 
memoirs in the late volume, the third of the Memoirs of the 
Academy of Turin, we fhall tranfcribe the titles. We fhall 
fele& one or two memoirs of importance in fome future Intelli- 

ence. The firft is by count Morozzo, on the black colour 
which leaves aflume when expofed to the inflammable air of 
marfhes. Analyfis of the mineral waters of Caftelletto, Adono, 
and St. Genefio, as well as of fome fountains and wells of Pied- 
mont, by the marquis de Breze. A defcription of a monftrous 
foetus of feven months, which had two heads, by M. Penchi- 
enati, A very certain method of preparing a good kermés mi- 
meral, by M. Fontana. Obdfervations made on the effects of the 
diftilled water of lavro-cerafus on two perfons who died at Tu- 
rin, January 22, 1785, by M. Penchieuati. On the orbit of 
Herfchell, with new tables for this planet, by the abbé Calafo. 
Obfervations on the appearances remarked in the reduction of 
fome metallic calces, by the count de Saluzzo. Examination 
_of the pretended abforption of coal in clofe veficls, by the fame. 
A method of adding reciprocal feries of fines or cofines of an 
arch im.arithmetical progreflion, by the chevalier Lorgna. A 
rticular defcription of the duchy of Aorta, with an eflay on two 
Roman mires, and a ee to the theory of mountains 
and of mining, by the chevalier N. de Robilant. A phyfico- 


chemical examination of animal colours, by the count Morozzo. 
i A mon- 
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A monftrous foetus of eight months, defcribed by J. P. Maria 
Dona. . A defcription of a monftrous child, which lived two 
years, by the fame. A differtation on the nature of the earth 
of fufible fpar, by M. Monnet, with an abftradt of this author’s 
former differrations.’ An €ffay on the formation of minerals ; 
the beit as well as the moft fuccefsful method of treating a mi- 
neial of lead mixed with antimony ; and an effay on a new mi- 
neral fubftanée, found in the mines of Braundorff, near Frey- 
burg, in Saxony. M. Berthollet offers fome obfervations on 
the combinations of the dephlogifticated muriatic acid ; and M. 
Montana fome chemical exper ments on the bile of an ox. There 
is alfo a theory ot a new fort of a finite and indefinite calculus, 
by the chevalier Lorgna. An examination of certain fpecies 
of pine-trees, and the different productions of the fir, by M. 
Scopoli, A relation of a violent explofion, that happened in a 
‘magazine of grain at Turin, on December 14, 178;, with an 
account of fponraneous burnings, by the count Morozzo. Ex- 
planation of the -different macners of treating of fluxions;~by 
the abbé Calufo. A method of increafing the production of 
olives, by a deftruction of the infects which infeft the tree, by 
M. Penchienati. Anatomical obfervations on the veficule fe- 
minales, with a view to difcover their ufe, by M. Brugnone. 
A chemical ard comparative analvfis of the greater number of 
fea-falts in the dominions of the king of Sardinia, ‘by Dr. Bou- 
vicino, 

The memoirs of correfpondents are phyfical and chemical exe 
periments on the propagation of found in aeriform fluids, by 
Dr. Perolle; and a defcription of a new thell (Venus lythopha- 
ga), by A. G. Rezzio. 
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FOREIGN ARTICLE. 


Mufeum Carlfonianum in quo novas et felectas Aves Coloribus ad 
vivum brevique Defcriptione illuftratas/uafit, &S /umptibas Genero- 
fiffimi Profefiores exhibet Andreas Sparrmann, M. D. Sc, Hol» 
mia, Fafcicnlus I. & 1. Fol, 


HE fplendid mufeum of M, Guftavus Carl/on, in Suder- 

i mania, was collected at a vaft expencé ; and, from a laud 
able defire of communicating fome account of its riches, pare 
ticularly in ornithology, M. Sparrmann has been perfuaded to 
ublifh defcriptions and plates of the moft uncommon birds. 
This work we Daced at in our laft volume, with a defign, if it 
were in our power, to-give a more particular account of it; and 
having procured the firft and fecond fafciculus, each of which 
contains twenty-five plates, admirably executed, we fhall givea 
fhort defcriprion of the contents.. The communication was al- 
bowed only on condirion that the birds fhould be defcribed ac- 
cording to the Linnsan fy{tem ; and this condition is ftrictly ad- 
chered to. The plates are by M, AkreJl, and the drawings, in 
‘VoL. LXVII. Fcb. 1789. . L \ which 
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which the characters are accurately preferved, are the works of 
M.. Linnerhielm. Where the bird, in its natural fize, which 
is. in general adhered to, is too large for the plate, it is reduced 
in M. Buffon’s manner, and a fcale is added. 

The firft bird is the lanius Pomeranus, whofe trivial name is | 
taken from the country where it % found. , The fecond is ' the 
corvus clericus, wholly black, with awhite chin, and the beak 
at is bafe of an. afh colour. This bird is very rare in Sweden, 
and difftrs from the corvus corax, by a white fpot of about an 
inch wide onthe region of the lower jaw, and the beginning of 
the neck. 3. Cuculus ferratus, black, with the fpeculum of 
the wings white: itis found at the Cape of Good Hope. 4. 
Sitta cafrae 5. Certhia melanura, from, the Cape ot Good 
Hope: its head and back are of a violet colour,; the breaft and 
belly greeuifh; the wings brown, the tail black, flightly bifid; 
the thighs and tees black. 6. Anas. molliffima, a male, and a 
variety of two years old. 7. and 8. Anas difpar mas & fe- 
mina. ‘Thefe fingular.birds were killed at one fhot, on a Jake 
in Cftrogothia. g, Colymbus parotis. 10. Pelicanus pundtatus, 
found near Queen Charlotte’s Sound, in New Zealand. It builds 
its neft on trees; its head is adorned with a creft, and its wings 
are afh-coloured, fpotted, with black, 1. Sternus alba: it is 
whoily white, with the bill and feet black; of the fize of the 
fierna nigra, from the Cape of Good Hope, and the iflands of 
the Pacific. 12. Fulica leucoryx; black, with white feet; of 
the fize and buik of the fulica nigra. 13. Fulica A&thiops re- 
fembles the fulica nigra, except that itis wholly black, with 
the breaii,and belly undulated with iron-grey and brown. 14. 
Rallus Auftralis, feen by Dr. Sparrmann in New Zealand, 
15. Tetrao Hybridus, with the tail forked, with fpots of white 
on the Belly. 16. Tetrao canus ; the body grey, fhaded. with 
brown; the beak and feet black. M. Stenbach, by whom it 
was communicated, obferves, that itis by no means a variety 
uf the tetrao honefia. 17. Loxia flamingo. It is white, with 
the head, ,neck, breaft, and belly of a :ofe-colour; of the fize 
and bulk of the loxia pyrrhula. M,Sparrmann ieems to fufpedct 
that it is a variety of the latter. 18. Loxiatotta. The renu- 
ges,and the reétirces are black, with a {peck of white on their 
points. It occurred to our author very frequently in the vil- 
jlages of Hottentots. 19. Tanabra Siberica. Itis black; but 
the points of the feathers of the lower part of the neck, and the 
uropygium are diftinétly ciliated with white. M. Laxman fent 
this fpecimen from Siberia; and it is of the fize of the turdus 
iliacus.. 20. Fringilla candida. All its feathers, as well as its 
feet, ‘are white ; perhaps a variety of the frifigilla domeftica, but 
its bill feems a little ftronger than in the common fpecies. It 
occurs in Link’s mufeum, at Leipfic, of which a catalogue has 
-been publithed, and we hope to give fome account of it when we 
refume the Intelligence relating to natural hiftory. 21. Embe- 
riza maelbyenfis :. the head and neck are of a leaden =, ; 
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the neck white; the belly ofan iron colour. The trivial nate 
is taken from M. Carlfon’s feat (Maelby), where it was found, 
and where it is preferved. 22. Mufcicapa ochracea: the neck 
and breaft are of a dufky iron colour; the wings and tail of a 
dirty black. It came from the Cape of Good Hope. 23. Mus 
fcicapa nigra; wholly black, from the Socicty Iflands. 24. 
Mofcicapa albifrons, from the Cape of Good Hope. 25. Pa- 
rus Sebyenfis, found at another farm of M. Carlfon, in edan 
mania (Saeby). The body, the under part of the tail, the fcalp, 
and the ‘lower part of the neck, .(interfcapulis) the tranfverfe 
fafcta of the wings, and fome of the remiges are white; the 
upper pait of the tail, the tranfverfe macula of the neck, the 
pectrices, and fome of the remiges are of an azure colour. 

‘~The firft bird in the fecond fafciculus, the twenty-fixth in 
order, is the falco dubius. The feathers of the whole body, 
even to their infertion, are white, with the fubular macula, 
white alfo. It is common in Sweden, and generally accounted 
a variety of the gyr-falcon : our author has expreffed his doubts 
by the choice of the trivial name. 27. Pfittacus¢yaneus. .The 
whole body is of a full and fplendid azure.colour. It was 
brought from Oraheite, and a variety of this bird, from the 
fame ifland, with a white breait, and of a more dilute azure-co- 


lour, is defcribed by Buffon, under the name of pfittacus Tarten--- 


fis (Planches Enluminées 455, fig. 2.) Our author has feen 
this variety, and brought it to the Carlfonian mufeum; but he 
has preferred the other for the prefent work. 28. Pfittacus No- 
ve Zelandiz. . This bird is green ; the back part of the head, 
the macila under the eye, and the hypochondria are purple. 
There are two fpecics of this genus to be found in New Zea- 
land ; but the other is of twice the fize of this, which is deli- 
neated. 29. Pfittacus vernalis. It is of a bright green, the 
wings wf 4 paler green; the uropygium and the upper fide of 
the tail of a blood-colour ; the beak and feet pale. 30. Pfittae 
cus bimaculatus. The two oblong macule of the neck are 
black : the large macula oneach wing, of a lemon-colour. 31. 
Orioluis malaleucus is black: the macula of the wings white < 
it was fent from Surinam, as an ornament to the Carlfonian mu- 
feum. 32. Cuculus Tartenfis is brown above, fpotted with 
white ; below itis of a light iron-colour, ftreaked len.thways, 
with fhort black lines ; the tail is brown, fafciated with white 
fublinated fpots: 33. Sitta cloris, has a body green above and 
white below : the tail black, with a yellow colour onthe extreme 
point: from the Cape of Good H«pe. 34 Certhia undulata is 
on the top of a fmoaky ath-colour, below white, with tranfverfe 
undulations of black. 35. Certhialepida : below yellow ; the pileus 
of a fhining green ; the neck, and between the wings of a liver- 
colour; the uropygium of a beautiful violet ; the wings, tail, and 
feet brown. 36. Certiia arm'Ilata is a bird of Surinam. Whea 
the wings are folded they appear black; but beneath it is yele 
low : the fhoulders, the armille of the thighs, and fome {pots 
: Lz on 
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on the uropygium are of the colour of a fapphire: there are 
fome occafional varieties in the colours of a few of the feathers ; 
but the variety is of little importance. 27. Anas Magellanica, 
the female: the fpeculum of the wings is green. The belly, 
the criffus, the uropygium, the thighs, and the tail are white. 
The male is wholly white, with a black bill, yellow feet, and 
is a little lefs than a common goofe. The fcmale is fomething 
like to thé anfer Magellanicus of Buffon, (P1. enlum. 1006) 
but Buffon’s figure differs in fome refpects from this before us. 
48. Anas p#nata is found about Alendia, and is fometimes mif- 
taken by fportfmen for the female of the anas marila, _ This 
fpecimen was communicated by M. Alilroemar, and is of a 

ulky irdn-colour; the fpeculum of the wings,, the abdomen, 
and the fiig of the head, at the bafe of the bill, is white. 39. 
Anis {peciabilis mas. ‘1! he bufe of the billis gibbous and com- 
prefled; thé feathered carina black ; the he ad « vrey, Thefigure 
differs from that of Edwards in many reipects. 40. Anas {p cc 
tabilis femina is of a dufky iron-colour, {potted with black ; e+ 
region of the €yes is white ; 3 the points of the wings and the taih 
areof an afh-colour. ‘This bird is reputed to be the female of 
the’ anas fpectabilis, by the fportfmen of tbs Baltic, on the coadts 
of Sadermamia. 

The 4oth figure reprefe..ts the loxia carJinalis. This variet 
has.no creft ; it is ted, with a black chin, the uropygium, sah 
and fect aré brown. ~ i he fpecimén was fent from the Weft line 
dian iflands ; : and our author concludes ‘it to be either a young 
bird, or avaricty of the loxia cardinalis.. - There is a {pecimen 
With a creft, we perceive, in Link’s mitfeum, which is faid.to 
have been tectived from ‘Thuringid. 42. Emberiz. cyanella. 
The male has the head, neck, uropygium, and the body be- 
low of a fining azure. “The flioulders and the {pace hn. 
the wings of an azure and iron-colour imtermixed ; the remiges 
and the re@rices are brown and tipped’ with azure. 43. The 
female is,‘ on the upper part, varied with a brown, an iron-ca- 
four, anda little of the blue intermix ced; below, of a light iron- 
éolour, fpotted with blue; the re mikes and reétrices :efemble 
thofe of. the male. 41. Emberiza ‘ruti apt ila is brown above, 
and of an afh-colour below ; the gullet is of an iron-colour, the 
capilirum whiie ; the fealp reddifh, and the tail black. (456. 
"Tanagra cipenfis i is of 4 brownifh iron-colour above, and below 
of-an iron-cclour varied with. white: the tail is black in the 
middie; and at the fides of an ochery colour; the bill is yel-. 
low, ond the feet black. 46. Mufcicapa Licolor is a bird of the 
nerth of Affica; ath- coloured above, and ochery below ;. the 
tail and reétrices are of an ochery and afh-colour, 47. Mufci- 
capa fuliginofa: the bedy is, of a footy iron-colour; the wings 
and tail are black ; the beak yeilow. It was found in the des 
farts of Africa, by Dr Sparrmann. 48. Parus pereyrinus mas. 
The head, neck, and back are of an afh-colour ; the breaft, the 
alar macula, the ‘urepygium, and the lateral rectrices, are Put 
pee 
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ple. In many refpeéts this bird refembles the motacilla cinna- 
momea (Lin. §. N. Ed. XII. v. 335. n. 32.) It feems, how- 
ever, to be effentially different. 49. The female. The body 
is above afh-coloured, below white; the alar macula-is of an 
orange-coloyr; the uropygium and the lateral reéctrices behind 
are purple, i Fhe laft plate of this fafciculus reprefents the pa- 
rus Indicus. The gullet and neck are of a dirty white; the 
breaft, the abdomen, and.creflus of an iron-colour; the body 
above is .of an afh-colour ; the beak, the feet, the wings and 
the tail of a dark brown. | 

We have thus given a full account of two fafciculi of a work 
little known in this kingdom; and we have extended it, fince 
the author has added the ‘moft minute attention to an exact fcien- 
tific knowledge. We wait, with fome impatience, for the fub- 
fequent fafe:culi, which we fhall announce; but which we may 
not, perhaps, be able to defcribe with equal m:nutenefs. 





MONTHLY CATALOGUE. 
a Ae Re tay Se PR 

Chrift glorified in the Salvation and final Reftoration of all Man- 

kind. Set forth in Tivo Sermons, ont Tim.iv. 9, 10, 1%. By 
Francis Leicefcr, 4.8. 8vo. 15 Nicoll. 

HESE two Sermons are. preceded by a preface, on which 

we fhall fay little, fince we cannet perceive the author’s 

objet and deiign in the compofition, The Sermons on the fal- 

vation and final reitoration of all mankind, are jlefs exception- 

able in their matter than in their manner. The author dwells 


to» much on faving grace and its efficacy, to be ranked among: 
the more rational enquirers of the prefent era. | 


Four feledt evangelical Difcourfes of Mr. George Nicholfon. 844. 
ase Trapp. 


Mr. Nicholfon profeffes himfelf to be an Arminian, but he 
advances very nearly to the borders of Calvinifm, in more thay 
one inftance. His difcourfes are animated by the fpirit of re- 
jigion; but the animation is too fervid, and the religious effu- 
fions too familiar, to permit us wholly to approve of our ‘au- 
thor’s manner, or to recommend him as a: pattern of imitation. 


a) 





Sermons on various ufeful and important Subjedts, gdapted to the 
Family and Clofet. By George Lambert. Vol. II. 8vo. 55 Dilly, 


In our XLVIIIth vol. p. 77. we examined a former volume 
of Sermons, by Mr. Lambert. Thefe are dittinguifhed by the 
fame perfpicuity, the fame piety, and the fame peculiar phrafe- 
alogy ; the language of a fect. The fingular unaffected fpirit 
of religion which pervades theie difcourfes, commands, however, 
aur refpect, and ought tocommand our commendation. | 
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The Principles of the Revolution affrted and vind:cated, and its 
Advantages fated, in a Sermon, preached at Caftle-Hedingham, 
Effex, on the Fifth of November, 1788. By Robert Stevenfon. 
8vo. 15 Dilly. : 


Mr. Stevenfon’s Sermon may be rather ftyled a political and 
civil hiftory of England, previous and fubfequent to the Revo- 
lution. But in this view, if we except a few partialities, with 
a laudable defign, it defervesour regard. James, or his execue 
tioners, were not nearly fo cruel as Mr, Stevenfon has repre- 
fented. 


A Sermon on the African Slave Trade, preached at Maze-Pond, 

Southwark, Nov. 30, 1788. By Fames Dore. 8v0. 6d. 
_ Our author’s text is from Ezekiel, ‘ they (the Tyrians) traded 
the perfons of men,’ and thefe words, though feemingly well 
adapted for the fubject of the difcourfe, are managed with fo 
little dexterity, that, in ——— the firft part of the Sermon has 
no connection with the fecond. Mr. Dore explains the hiftory 
of Tyre, and traces it from its beginning to the height of its 
luxury, andtoits downfal, when thirty thoufand Tyrians were 
fold for flaves. 1f this event was in retribution for their deal- 
ings in men, it was, at leaft, an equal crime in thet conquerors. 
In the fecond part, leaving the Tyrians and the application of 
their hiftory to fare as it may, he addreffes his audience in ftrik- 
ing and energetic language, as men, as Britons and as Chrifli- 
ans. In each charaSter, he endeavours to fhow that it is their 
duty to abolifh this odiouscommerce. Endeavours did we fay ? 
In reality, he has fhown it; and on the fame grounds, the moft 


ynterefted politician would be unable to anfwer him fatisfactori- 
Wy. : 

A Sermon preached at the Mayor's Chapel in Exeter, Sept. 17, 1788, 
before a Society of Gentlemen educated at the Free Grammar 
School in that City. By John Marfhall, M. A. g4tow 15, 
Wilkie. 


Inflitutions for commemorating old connections, formed at a 
time when the heart is open to the moft friendly impreffions, 
untainted by mean fufpicion, and unwarped by intereft or poli- 
cy, ate now comman, From a fhort abitract of the ftate of the 
Society annexed to.this Sermon, this appears to be a recent one; 
and fromthe extenfive and very proper views which feem to 
actuate the members, we hope it will be lafting ; for, independ- 
ent of the focial meeting, they offer prizes for the beft claffical 

roductions of the fcholars, and ratte their returning anniverfaries 
in Mr. Marfhall’s words, above the ¢ poor bufinefs of a mere 
merry meettng.’ 

The Sermon is taken from St. John ix. 5, ‘ As long.as I amin 
the world, | am the light of the world.? We have read it with 
great: pleafure, and think its defign not.lefs ingenious, and its 
obfervauions not lefs judicious, than the language is pure und 

claffical, 
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elafical. The great obje& of the preacher is to connect the fo- 
femn itation in which he is placed with the circumftances of 
the inflitution. This he does by following the opinion of Dr. 
Jortin, who has remarked that the progrefs of literature has 
advanced a$ much fince the Chriftian era, and feems to have 
been as clofely connected with Chriftianity, as that of morality, 
civilization, and ‘humanity. * This opinion is explained at fome 
length, and enforced with great propriety. 


The Words of Chri. With Notes explanatory. To.which is fub- 
joined, a Letter upon the Importance of Salvation. 8vo. 55» 
Cadell. | 
Our prefent compiler has colleéted the narratives of the evan- 

gelifts in their order, and the different inftruétions of Chrift, as 
they relate to his precepts, parables, miracles, and divinity $ 
that it may be known emidft the jarring of contending fects what 
the § Words of Chrift? really are. Some fhort explanatory an- 
notations are fubjoined. A letter on the importance of dalvas 
tion is annexed, which contains fome falutary inftrudtions on the 
fubject; on its great foundation, faith ; on our duty to God, 
including refignation ; on our duty to our neighbour, compre- 
hending charity, alms giving, juftice, andtruth ; on our duty to 
ourfelves, under which we find purity, temperance, felf-denial, 
and patience, with a practical application to the author’s read- 
ers, we fufpect his hearers, in their different capacities. The 
defign does not command our praife, and the execution ree 
quires no ability which can challenge our refpeét. 


A Charge delivered to the Clergy of the Diocee of Landaff, ix 
* Fune 1788, by R. Watfon, D. D. F.R.S. Bi/bop of Landaff. 
8vo. 25. 6d. Evans. 


This Charge relates to the conduct of the truftees of Queen 
Anne’s Bounty, which, from the bifhop’s reprefentation, we 
think perfectly juft and proper; to the conduct of the younger 
clergy, both in common life and in the pulpit; to the Welfb 
Bible, now reprinting at Oxford, and other incidental circum- 
{tances. The bifhop’s judgment and difcernment are very con- 
fpicuous in every part of it: the language is unufually per- 
fpicuous, and unaffectedly plain. 

The addrefs to young perfons after confirmation is truly jue 
dicious and well-timed. It is on the advantages of early piety ; 
of private prayer and meditation on the Supreme Being ; an at- 
tendance on the Lord’s f{upper; on public worfhip, anda con- 
ftant attention to the Scriptures; the proper government of the 
fenfual appetites and paffions, a contempt of the varieties of the 
world rather than the innocent gratifications of life; a refpect 
for the Sabbath, &c. All thefe inftructions are well explained 
and enforced by the beft and moft powerful of motives. We 
have never read any thing which promifes to be more fervice- 
able, and feems to us better adapted to the purpofe for which 
it is defigned. 
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CONTROVERSIAL 


A Defence of the Harmony of Satisfacti.n and Free Grace in the 
Satvation of Sinners. Being a Reply to the Rev. Mr. lfaac’s 
Gofpel Doéirine of Free Grace maintained. By Sapuel Rowles. 
Small 8vo. 15s. «Ath. 


We find from the preface to this work that, in one corner of 
Devonfhire, a difpute has arifen on free grace, occafioned by an 
anonymous work attributed to the rev. Mr. Ifaac, who, as we 
are informed on a mofe particular enquiry, directs a congrega- 
tion of Baptiits at Morecton-Hampftead. ‘This work was en- 
titled ‘ Thoughts on Satisfaction; ani Free Grace: afferted.’ 
Mr. Rowles of Chard was applied to for an anfwer: and th's 
anfwer, in a letier to Mr. Pinfent, of Mcoreton-Hampftead, was 
printed in February lait*. Mr. Ifaac has lately printed his 
*‘ Goipel Doétrine of Free Grace maintained,’ with ftrictures on 
Mr. Kowles’ letter, to which the prefint work is a reply. Thefe 
different public«tions we have not been abie to procure. Mr. 
Rowles’ tirft anfwer wis not, we apprehend, publifhed; and we 
fufpect, that Mr. Ifaac’s different works have not been regulars 
ly advertifed, as our collector has not yet been able to mect 
with them; and we can {carcely expect him to extend his fearch 
ro every remote bookieiler in the diitant counties. Mr. Rowles 
we have more than once met; and we have paid him-our re- 
ipeéts in Vol. LVIII. p. 77. as well as in Vol. LXIV. p. 233. 
We apprehend him to be a ftrict Calviniit, and of the fe& 
of Methoditts; and we know him to be a min.of abilities and 
induftry. The prefent difpute we cannot engage in; itis enough 
to have mentioned the diiferent works; and, if they had been 
before us, we could have done no more. 


Thoughts on the Luty of Man relative to Faith in Fofus Chrift; in 
avbich Mr. Andrew Fuller’s leading Propofitions on that Subjedt 
are confidered.. By Fohn Martin. fart I. i12zmo. 1s. Buck- 
land. , 
This is another pamphlet from the fruitful foil of contro- 

verfy, occafioned by Mr. Fuller’s treatife, entitled, * The Gof- 

pel of Chritt worthy of all Acceptation.” It is a pretty gene- 
ral, but not always an impartial view of the whole of the devate, 

An Addrefs to the Inhabitants of Cambridge and its Neighbourhood, 
exhorting then to tura from the falje Wor ip of Three Perfons, 
to the Vi oxfbip of the une T1ue God.’ 8vo.° 2d. Davis, Ely. 

An Addrefs to the Members of the Church of England, and to Pro- 
tefant Trinitariaus in general. exhorting them to turn from the 
Fall? Worfbip of Three Perfons, to the Worfbip of the One True 
Ged. The Second Edition. 8vo. 2d. Johnion. | 
Thefe two Addreffes are the fame, and defigned for a more 

Jocal, or a more general circulation ; but we prefume that the 
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arance of the former is the chief reafon for adding the dif- 


“: tinétion of the fecond edition to the latter. Mr. Frend is the 


gentieman who fome time fince refigned his living becaufe he 
could not confcientioufly join in the worfhip of the church of 
England. We refpect his integrity, and efteem the man; bue 
how tar we can reipect his judgment and abilities muft be difco- 
vered in his future publications, This Addrefs is plain and 

erfuafive; rts object is to fhow thatthe worfhip of Jefus Chritt 
is not enjoined in the Scriptures, and that ir is confequently 
idolatrous. But he {teps on too taft; and des not conned his 
arguments very logically: it {feems 1o be defigned for the com- 
mon peopie ; and none but the common people can, we think, 
be intluenced by it, ; 


The Worship of Felus Chrift, as the True God of Heaven and Earth, 
vindicated. tn an Addrefs to the inhabitants of Cambridge and 
Cant:rbury in particular, and to the Chriflian World in generale 
By F. Hodfon, M.D. 2m. 64d. Deighton. - 


Dr. Hodfon fteps forward as the antagonift of Mr. Frend, 
and overpowers him with authorities and quotations from the 
Scriptures. We have formerly attended on this author, and 
found his knowledge of the Bible to be more clear and exten- 
five than his judgment, or his other attainments, We fhall fe- 
lect a fhort paffage. | 


‘ The do¢trine of a Trinity is, indeed, demonftrable through- 
out the world; every flower, every mineral, every foffil, has 
its eflence, and formor body, from the union of which proceed 
their refpe*tive properties, qualities, or operations, and one 
cannot exift without the other two. ‘Thus the Lord hath not 
only ‘ ufed fimilitudes by the miniftry of the prophets,” but 
by «ll things thoughout the univerfe, that he “* might never 
leave ‘himfelf without a witnefs.” 

We fhould not greatly object to fuch an antagonift as Mr, 
Frend; but the caufe muft be defperate if it is defended by Dr, 
Hodfon. 


a: i ae ae a * 
The Ill Effeas of a Rafh Vow, a Novel. Ina Series of Letters. 


7avo Volumes. 2mo. 55 Lane. 


We have found fo little to commend in thefe volumes that 
we fhould have ;affed them in fi'ence, if it were not neceflary 
to guard agajnit deception and error. From the beginning to 
the end, if we except the moral, the whole is almoft beneath 
contempt. Even the Englifh is replete with folecifins; and 
the printer’s blunders, adued to the author’s, render the ftory 
often unintelligibie. 


The Reclufe; or, the Hiftory of Lady Gertrude Lefty. By Mifs 
Eftber Finglafs. Two Vols. t2mo. 6s. Barker. 

Mifs Efther Finglafs is neither qualified by her knowledge of 
the human heart, of the manners of the worid, nor of the coun- 
try where her feene is occationally laid, to write a novel. We 
tal would, 
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would, therefore, advife her to defift from the office. Her pre» 
-fent work is deficient in each of thefe refpects, and we would 
recommend to her the houfewifely cares, where fhe may be 
ufeful and refpectable ; where, if fhe does not enchant by her 
wit, or her humour, fhe may fecure efteem by being employed 
advanrageoufly, 


The American Hunter. ATale. 12mo. 25.6d. Kearfley. 


This tale prefents us with a narrative of the miferable deaths 
of a lady and her two children in the woods of America, in con- 
fequence of being abandoned to penury by a faithlefs and cruel 
hufband. But from thé fanciful machinery of good and evil ge- 
niufes, fo copioufly interfperfed, there is reafon to fufpect that 
the whole is a fiction of the author. Annexed is a fiory of a 
lefs affecting kind, the fcene of which is laid in Somerfetfhire. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


A View of the Importance of the Trade between Great Britain and 
Rufia, ly Anthony Brough. 8vo. 15. Robinfons. 


Mr. Brough has formerly. engaged our attention, by his ob- 
fervations relative to the veflels employed in the fervice of the 
Eatt India company ; and, for his reflections on the prefent oc- 
cafion, he again claims a place in our Journal. That the trade 
between this country and Ruffia is of great importance to both 
nations, no reafonable doubt can be entertained. But whoever 
might be difpofed to queftion the faét, muft be convinced of its 
reality, by the clear, and, we believe, accurate ftatement of 
the fubject inthe pamphlet now before us. According to this 
authority, we import from Ruffia, annually, into this kingdom, 
at leaft, 82,420,000 pounds of iron; 3,168,000 pieces of deal ; 
65,300,coo pounds of hemp; 28,400,000 pounds of flax; 
41,624,000 pounds of tallow. To thefe may be added many 
other commodities, which contribute to the comforts of life, and 
furnifh materials without which fome of our manufactones could 
with difficulty fubtft. Nay the articles of exportation to Ruf- 
fii, as {pecified by ourauthor, are fo numerous, that there is 
hardly any one kind of commodity which we do not export thi- 
ther; and many articles imported raw from that country, are 
again exported to it from our manufactories. Above all, the 
woollen, and the linen and cotton inanufactures, are prodi- 
gioufly extended by this commerce. 

it appears, that in the year 1777, we only employed 366 fhips 
in our trade with Peterfburg ; but that now we employ no lefs 
than 550 to Peterfburg, and an equal number to the other har- 
bours of Ruflia. : } 

The author admits, that the imports in our Ruffia trade fell 
fora three times greater price than our exports; a circumflance 
which may induce many to infer, that fuch a trade cannot bé 
very profitable to Great Britain, whatever it may be to the Ruf 
fiaus. But this opinion Mr. Brough very clearly refutes by 
the authority of fir Jofiah Child, who judicioufly obferves, ‘ that 
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a true meafure of any particular trade, as to the profit or lofs of 
the nation thereby, cannot be taken by the confiderartoa of fuch 
trade in itfelf fingly, but as it ftands in reference, and is fub- 
fervient to the general trade of the kingdom. For it may fo fall 
out, that there may be fome places to which little of our Eng 
lifh manufa&tures are exported, and yet the commodities we 
have from thence may be fo neceffary to the carrying on our 
trade in general, or fome other particular trades, that without 
them the nation would greatly decline and decay in trade.” 
This is, doubtlefs, in a high degree the cafe with refpe& to our 
Ruffia trade, which, as our author obierves, is not only fub- 
fervient to the general trade of the kingdom, but' of neeef- 
fary u‘e, in order to the building and fupplying our fhip ing. 
What likewife adds greatly to the national advantage of this 
commerce is, that it is enrirely carried on in Britith bottoms. 
From all thefe important confiderations, our author recom- 
mends, with great earneftnefs to the minifter, the expediency 
of forming a commercial treaty with Ruffia. ‘fo pave the way 
for fuch a treaty, he.endeavours to extenuate the conduct of the 
emprefs towards Britain, in the eftablifhment of the armed neu- 
tralitye Though we do not enterta‘n fo favourable an opinion 
of that ambiguous league as Mr. Brough, we are ready to ad- 
mit that, confidered even in the wortt light, it ought not to 
obftru& the promotion of a commercial treaty, of great import- 
ance tothe nation. ‘The refentment both of ancient and recent 
hottilities has given way to the dictates of liberal policy, in con- 
cluding the late commercial treaty with the French; and no 
good reafon can be urged, why a limilar compact fhould not be 
adopted with Ruffia. ‘I hat fuch a treaty will not be permitted 
to interfere with our defenfive alliances on the continent, may 
be confidently expefed from the wifdom of adminiftration, 
We fhall conclude with repeating, that Mr. Brough is entitled 
to much commendation both ior the zeal with which he urges 
his propofal, and the pains he has taken to render the advantages 
of fuch a meafure {fv confpicuous to the public. 


A Letter to the Right Honourable the Lord High Chancellor of 
Great Britain, on the Subject of a Petition (now before him) re- 
lative to the Proof of a Bill of Exchange, uader one of the late 
Bankruptcies. 8v0. 6d. Richardfon. 

The fubject of this Letter is a petition now before the lord 
chancellor, relative to the proof of a bill of exchange, under 
one of the lare bankruptcies. Refpecting this affair, the author 
elucidates the probable confequences of the eftablifhment of a 
principle lately recognized by the court of King’s Bench ; and 
in order to obviate the effects of this precedent, he propofes that 
the onus probandi {hould be placed upon the acceptor of the bill, 
inftead of the holder, ‘The queftien feems to be involved in 
great difficulty, and the determination of the court of chancery 
becomes an object of great importance to the commercial 
world, 

An 
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Jin Aaddrefs to the Public on the Polygraphic Art, or the copying or 
‘multiplying Pictures in Oil. Colours, by a Chemical and Mechani- 
eal Proce/s, the Invention of Mr. Jofeph Booth, Rortrait Painters 
8v0, 15. Cadell. 


This Addrefs on the Polygraphic Art could not iffue with much 
propricty from any but the logographic prefs. They are both 
calculated to fave labour and expence, and we futpeét both 
equally doubtful in their fucce’s, Every thing, however, fhould 
be attempted ;. and every claim to invention thould fland on the 
ground of its own merits. We are not quite fo famgwine in our 
view of the advantages of the polygraphic art as the proprie- 
tors ; but we can chearfully agree with them in thinking, that 
3t will neither injure the painter nor the engraver. This i inven= 
tion will be a ftep between both; and as from the expence it 
will be chiefly applied to capital pictures, will not prevent the 
connoifleur, of inferior fortune, from endeavouring to poffefs 
the more humble copy from the graver. We mean not to offer a 
word on thefe retraced pictures, ' for theig execution and their 
durability will be the only criteria of their merit. 


- POLITICAL. 
A Copy of the Speech which is now faid will be delivered by His 
Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales, to both Houfes of Parlia- 


ment, on his firft Appearance in the Houfe of Lords as Regent. 
ato. 6d. Walter. 


This anticipated Speech is evidently not the production of the 
council at Carleton-houfe ; but there exifts no doubt of its being 
conformable to the fentiments of the majority in both houfes of 
parliament; and analogy juftifies the inference that it would be 
highly acceptable to the nation. 


pirictures on the Prince of W'ales’s Letter to Mr. Pitt. 800. 150 
Walter. 


Thefe Strictures are contained in a letter to his royal high 
mefs, in which the author appears to deliver his opinion on the 
fubject with equal freedom and fincerity. He condemns the 
conduct of the prince of Wales, bath in adopting and publifhing 
the letter in queftion; obferving, that the prince thereby unne- 
ceflarily committed himfelt with both houfes of parliament, by 
the hatly avowal of fentiments which they have fince by their 
yotes dilapproved and cenfured; and by a rath and ill-advifed 
difapprob: ition of meafures, wh: ch have fince received the fanc- 
tion of their authority. 

With re{pect to the publication of the Letter, the author re- 
marks, that if it was carried into effe€t for the purpofe of influ- 
encing the pending deliberations of parliament, fuch a motive 
was unconftitutional in its nature, and unjuftifiable in its ten- 
dency. ‘ 

In his comment on the prince’s Letter, the author hefitates not 
to affirm, that it contains propofitions repugnant to truth, con- 
wadiGtory to law, and fubverfive of the conftitution. By what 

arguments 
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arguments he fupports the whole of thefe affertions, our limits 
will not permit us to recite; but we give the following extra& 
as a {pecimen. nae ) ’ 

‘ The firft propofition to which our attention is attracted in 
the beginning of the letter, is not one of the leaft exception- 
able.—We are. there told, that ‘ concerning the fteps already 
taken by Mr, Pitt, the prince is filent: nothing done by the two 
houfes of parliament, can be a proper fubject of his animadver« 
fion.” Thus, confidering the act of the two houfes of parliae 
ment as a ftep'of Mr. Pitt, a fuggeflion riot very complimentary 
er very honourable to both houfes, and certainly not very con- 
fonant to the conftitutional idea of the independence of each 
branch of the legiflature. And when we are told that animad- 
verfion is withheld from the fteps taken by Mr. Pitt, becaufe’ 
they are done by pariiament, is it not neceflarily implied, that 
ck they not been fo done, the prince would not have fpared 
his animadverfions ? and that both houfes of parliament have 
done that, which, in the prince’s opinion, defe: ves animadver- 
fion? One can hardly admire fufficiently the ingenuity with 
which, in the fmall compafs of three lines, Mr. Pitt_and both 
Roufes of parliament are thrown together in one common caufe, 
their dependence on each other inferred, and a reproof andcen- 
fure, or (which is fynonymous) an animadverfion on both ob- 
vioufly implied.’ | 

“It may be proper to obferve, the author déclares himfelf 
thoroughly convinced, that not one propofition contained inthe 
letter was the genuine emanation of the prince of Wales’s breaft; 
and that the publication of it was repugnant to the ingenuous 
fentiments of his mind. 


M Letter ta the moft Infolent Man Nae, 4to. 15.Qd. Kearfley. 


The perfon fo invidioufly addreffed in the Letter now before 
us is the prefent minifter, whom the author labours to delineate 
in the moft ‘unfavourable point of view, | His defign is evidently. 
ro render the conduét of Mr. Pitt as much aé poffible obnoxious 
to the prince of Wales ;. but the arguments which he employs in 
this attempt are blended with fach apparent mifreprefentation, 
petulance, ‘and’ malignity, that, whatever indulgence may be 
due to che literary contention ‘of parties,-it would be equall 
illiberal and uncandid notte exprefs our difapprobation at fo in- 
jurious an attack. [n poimt.df compofition, the author of the 
pamphlet never rifes above. mediocrity. ‘tong 


A Letter to the Right Hon. Charles Fames Fox, on the late Conde 
of bis Party. “8vo. 15. 6d. Walter. 2 


“Phe fubjeét of ‘this Letter is the fate condu& of Mr. Fox’s” 


party, which the author examines in a variety of circumftances, 
and. condemns with ttrong reprehenfion. -Many perfonal re- 
marks, as well as facts, are;introduced in the courfe of the ex- 
poftulation; and the.whole. is written with fuch indignant 
warmth, and poignancy, of cenfure, as gives no {mall degree. of 
intereft even toa jubject now defficute of novelty. 


The 
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The Royal Dialogue between the P. of W. and the Right Honour- 
ableC. J. F. Svo. ise 6d.: Stalker. 


For determining the merit of fictitious dialogue, criticifin af- 
fords no bettér criterion than the juft exhibition of characters. 
The performance now before us, when tried by this flandard, 

ars not to be deflitute of ingenuity ; and thisis all thar, con- 
fiftently with a regard to truth, we can venture to pronounce 
concerning it. 


A Second Letter from an Irifh Gentleman in London to the People 
4 Ireland on the Limitation of the Regency. 8v0. 18. Od- 
ebrett, 


. Fhis author purfues, in the prefent Letter, the fame plan 
‘which be laid down in his former one.’ He continues to urge 
the people of Ireland to confer the regency upon the prince of 
Wales without any limitations. The conduct of ‘the Irith par+ 
liament feems to coincide with the author’s inclination; but 
whether he.can juitly claim any merit from this event, it is not 
our bufinefs to determine. 


A Vindication of the Proceedings of the Lords and Commons upon the 
Regency. By M. Dawes, Efg. 8vo. 15.) Whieldon. 

The plan of the regency has undergone the moft ample dif- 
cuffion both in and out of parliament; and there feems.now to 
be no room for any additional argument on the fubjeét. Mr. 
Dawes, however, recapitulates, in a concife and energetic man- 
ner, the principal points of the controverfy, and declares his 
opinion froiety in favour of the refolutions which have been 
adopted by parliament. 


An Addrefs ta His Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales, on the Res 
port of bis Intention to Refufe the Regency. By a Member of 
Parliament. &v0. 15. 6d. Keartley. 

An invidious produgiion, calculated entirely to-foment, in the 
heart of the prince of Wales, an illiberal refentment towards the 
minifter; againft whom the author adopts the abfurd imputa- 
tion of his having actually entertained a delign of eftablifhing 
Himfelf in the regency, This is fuch an infinuation as is too ri- 
diculous to be ferioufly mentioned. 


A foort and impartial Political Review of the Year 1788. 8-v0. 
. 18 Hookham. 3 


Another effufion of one of thofe intemperate partizans who- 


charge Mr. Pitt with the ambitious attempt of becoming a com>. 
petitor for the regency. Such imprudent zealots reflect an odi- 
um on the caufe which they endeavour to ferve by fuch extra- 
vagant affernions. 


Letters to a Prince, from a Man of Kent. 800. 15. 6de 
~. Richardfon. 

‘Thefe Letters are written with the freedom and zeal of one 
who is.4 fineere friend to the interefts of his country, and the 
dignity and happinefs of the prince of Wales, the re for 

whon 
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whom they are intended. With much patriotic folicitude, but 
not unmixed with ftrong argument, the author urges his royal 
highne‘s to the profecution of fuch conduct, at this important 
crifis, as will bett promote his own fame, and fecure the profpe- 
rity of the Biitifh dominions. In recommending thefe confider- 
ations to the royal attention, this man of Kent exprefles himfelt 
in a ftyle that is familiar, without being rude, and, without 
mean obfequioufnefs, refpectful. 


A Letter from a Country Gentleman, to a Member of Parliament, 
on the Prefent State of Public Affairs. 8vo. 25. Walker, 


Though this author profefles to refide at a diftance from the 
capital, he lives not likewie at.a diftance trom accurate political 
information ; and he appears to be well qualified, both-by-knowe 
ledge and capacity, for reflecting, with judgment, on the’ pre- 
fent ftate of public affairs. His thoughts on men and meafures 
are founded in jutt obfervation; and while we behold him de- 
lineat'ng characters with a difcriminating hand, we neither can 
affirm, againft his candour, that he condemns with unbecoming 
feverity, or extols with unmerited applaufe. On the fideofo 
pofition, the objects deferibed are, the duke of Portland, Mr. 
Fox, lord North, the duke of Norfolk, the houfe of Cavendith, 
the name of Ruffel, the duke of Northumberland, Edmund 
Burke, lord Loughborough, Mr, Sheridan. On the part of 
adminiftration, are Mr. Pit, and lord Thurlow. Befides thefe 
political perfonages, the pamphlet contains a charaéleriftical ac- 
count of Mrs. Fitzherbert ; and concludes with fome important 
admonitions to h's royal highnefs the prince of Wales on the 
prefent emergency. 


Reveries; Philofophical, Political, and Military, &va,. 1% 
Hookham. 

This pamphiet confifts of a feries of defultory abftra&t re- 
fiections, unconnected with any apparent defign.: There is rea- 
fon, however, to fufpeé& that it has be: n intended as:a vehicle 
to the author’s:political fentiments reipeGing the regency, which 
are whimfically introduced towards the conclufion, where he 
addreffes the men of Abenfaret to: place the prince upon the 
throne of his father. The Reveries have, from their nature; 
but little claim to attention. :We fhall only obferve, that the 
author ufes the pronoun ‘ye indiferiminately in all: the plural 
cafes. This is a grammatical: error, which ‘deferves to be’cen» 
fured.. 2e can be ufed with propriety only in the nominative 
@ad vocative, never in.the oblique cafes. 


Authentic Specimens of all the Addreffes that have been, and all that 
will be, prefented to the Right Hon. William Pitt, and the virtus 
ous and uncorrupted Mayvrities in both Houfes' of Parliament ; 
who have voted themfelves in Poffefion of all the Rights of the 
People, and Prerogatives of the Crown of England. 8ve. 25. 64. 
Ridgway. ’ ; 
When the authenticity of this pamphlet renders it'an objet of 

ferjous attention, the auther may be aflured that we fhall hetr- 
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tily co-opérate with his very patriotic intentions. But till then, 
we leave him to enjoy, undifturbed, the fruits of his induttrious 
invention ; fully fatisfied that no Specimens of ingenui'y were 
ever more innocent in their effect, or therefore more pardonable. 
This production is a fanciful dialogue between Mr. Pitt, the bi« 
fhop of Lincoln, Mr. Rofe, Mr. Robinfon, and fome other per- 
fons, the friends of adminittration. 


A Letter to Fohn Horne Tooke, Efy. occafioned by his Tzvo Pair of 


Portraits, and other late Publications $8vo. 2:s Sialker. 


The author of this Letter takes a wide view of the moft recent 
political topics of the times, fuch as the fhop-tax, the Weft- 
mintter-election, and the deliberations of parliament on the re- 
gency. But dne of his principal objects is, to vindicate the 
confiftency of Mr. Horne Tooke, through the whole of his po- 
litical conduct, as the uniform friend of public liberty, and to 
utge lim to an enlargement of his T'wo Pair of Portraits, which 
the author wifhes were extended to greater length, for the gra- 
tification of the public. 





earn 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


_ WE have received the letter relative to a propofed tranfla- 
tion of Dr. Kampf’s work on vifceral glyfters; bur it is im- 
poffible for us to engage in any fuch undertaking. Indeed the 
many tecommetidations we offer in favour of works, which we 
with to fee int an Englifh drefs, afford a fttong proof that we 
are unable to execute any plan of this kifttd ourlelves. The 
work is not a new one, though itis riew in England ; and when 
it once occurred in our Joyrnal, we were induced to give fome 
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account of it, at the requett of many: refpeétable~correfpond=- 


ents. If our opinion is of any conlequence to this gentieinan, 
we fhould diffuade him from the undertaking, ‘for there are 
many German works of more importance; but, if he perfifls 
in his defign, he may prevent being anticiyated, by-an imme 
diate advertifement that it is preparing itor the prefs. | He pro- 
bably knows, that there are two German editions, of very dif- 
ferent. value, befides the Dutch tranflation, which we, from ne- 
ceffity, employed, . .. 795 
_  JarG. H. begs leave to: inform the Critical. Reviewers, that 
after having compared Mr. Henley’s.Ob/fervations noticed in their 
laft Number, with the notes ofthat gentleman in Mr. Gregory’s 
Tranflation of Bifhop Lowth, he:finds the remarks on the eclogue 
coniiderably improved, and the other parts of the book to be 
new.” . ' ’ 

_ We have publifhed this note as we have received it, and find 





3t.on farther enquiry to be accurate. The opinions and arguments 


appearing familiarto us, as the greater part of the remarks.on 
the eclogue 1s\undoubtedly the fame, led us to fuppofe that it 
was republithed with litle change. ‘This acknowledgement is 
confequently due.to the refpectable author for our unavoidable 


miftake. 
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